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PREFACE. 



OUR author havings in bis 
introduStiotiy Jo beauti* 
fully fet forth the exten^ 
Jive ufefulnefs of hijlory 
in general y and of a chronological 
abridgment in particular s and con-- 
fequently explained the defign of the 
following work ; it were equally 
prefumptuoui and unneceffary to fay 
any thing here on tbofe JubjeSls. 

No Ufs were it impertinent to 
offer any new intelligence to the 
learned worlds about a performance 
which bath beenfo long its admira^ 
tion ', or to recommend to it an au^ 
thoTy whofe name pajfes all enco^ 
mium. It is well known^ that, 
whereas all other univcrfal hijiori-- 
A3. ^PiS 
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.ans give rather a coUeBicn of par- 
ticular hijlories^ M. Bossuet alone 
bath the glory of producing a true 
general bijiory ; ivhicb. Hie a ge-- 
fteral mnp^ according to his own 
excellent comparifon^ is only one, 
great ^ confjlent plan^ colleSling and 
'arranging; with the jujieji fymme- 
try and Jucceffion^ from the begin^ 
ning of time y every thing material 
in every nation ; and exhibiting^ 
in one vieWy that important fcene^ 
which alone can convey a clear idea 
of the univerfaljtttiationy connexion, 
and order of things. 
. Wejhall noty however, infji upon 
the extent and importance of the 
fubjeSi^ or the dexterity and extent - 
of the Genius, that could handle it 
info complete and concife a manner } 
that could fo admirably combine fa-- 
cred and profane things^ the in-' 
JlruBion of the head and the heart. 
But is it not matter of jufi Jur-- 
prize, that, notwithjianding the de-- i 
* * . - ferved ! 
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Jerked reputation of this majler-^ 
pi^ce bath brought it n$, kfs than 
thirteen different times to the prefs 
in its own and oiher countries^ net'- 
ther the excellence of the work^ nor 
.the fame of the writer y Jhould have 
hitherto excited our countrymen to 
promote the naturalization offp ce^ 
khrated and 'valuable a foreigner t 
There was indeed an attempt made^ 
above threefcore years ago^ to in-- 
troduce this performance faithfully 
engliflicd; or rather fo difadvan^ 
tageoujly metamorpbojedy that the 
original could no longer be known : 
which may ferve to account for its 
fo different reception in that dif 
guifcy from what it hath ever met 
with in its native drefs. Not only 
was the moft elegant diStion trans^ 
formed into the nioji barbarous jar^ 
gon, but the clearejiy the finejifenfe 
tnijlakeny nay^ made nonfenfey in aU 
mofi every pagCy or rather every 
paragraph. No wonder then if an 

Englijh 
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EngUJh eye or ear turned av)ay^ 
with abhorrence^ from what appear^ 
edfojhocking ; and if it wetljudg-^ 
ed ufelefsy what it found uninteU 
ligible. 

In order therefore to vindicate 
^the injured author from the falfe 
imprefjions that may have thus na^ 
turally been received of him 5 in 
order to make him as well known, 
and confequently as much ejleemed, in 
our country, as he is wherever elfe 
tajie and learning reign ; in order 
to prefent to the public, what it 
hath Jo long wanted, a complete 
compendium ofuniverfal hijlory, has 
this tranjlation been undertaken. 

The Britijh youth will find in it 
the mojl ufeful clajfic of its kind 5 
whether it is taught them, before 
they are capable of fiudying the 
large and learned volumes from 
whence it hath been digefied -, or 
whether it is read afterwards, for 
recapitulation-, or, in fine, if it is 

fubfiituted 
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fobfiituted in their place : a claJiCy 
which the learned and judicious M. 
Roll IN, the beji fchooUhiftorian we 
have^ but whofe labours arefwelled ^ 

^ almojl beyond the ufe cffchools^ hath 
done little elfe than paraphrafed as 

* a Texty nor been ajloamed to own his 

' ^oingfo. 

But as our author hathjhewn^ 

^ that the ufefulnefs of his work is 
not confined to the great^ fo may we 

[ 'Denture to affirm^ that every age 

, andfeXy as well as degree ^ may reap 

[ equal benefit from it. Ho youth tt 
affords an entertaining injlru£lor j 
fo age a faithful remembrancer ; 
and to the unlearned ^ of whatever 
denomination^ a complete fyfiem of 

, univerfal knowledge^ facrea and prp" 

fane-, though compofedfor the ufe of 

the gre^tefi prince in Europe^ ad- 

. apted to the reach if the meanefi 

' fubjeSl. 

It is an irreparable lofs^ that our 
mat chiefs author did not live to per-* 

form 
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form bis prcmife^ of favouring t%e 
WjHJ with ajecondpart^ or a com^ 
pendious fynopjis of modern bijiory^ 
upon the fame flan with the anci- 
ent. In order to remedy^ infome 
fmall degree^ fo great a misfortune^ 
fome pretty eminent pens abroad un^ 
dertook the important defgn^ and 
have aBually brought it do^vnto 
the year 1738. But inftead of imi^ 
fating our Orator* s concife method^ 

' snd Laconic Jiyky they fni^elled their 
continuation to above thrice thefze 
of the work they continued^ though 
tn a period not much exceeding one 

fxth part of the time. We have 
therejore been prevailed withy to 
make an humble attempt towards a 

, more compendious execution of the 
ufefuly but arduous tajk continued 
down to the prefent times : wherein 
it will be endeavoured to follow ^ as 
near as pojjtble^ (though at an in-^' 
finite dijiance^ and with unequal 
fieps) our author' sfiyle and manner ^ 

his 
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bis order as ^ell as accuracy^ bis 
concifenefs as well as perfpicuity. 
We hopey at leafly to omit few me^ 
morablefaBs that belong to our fe^ 
riody and to Jituate each event in 
its proper point of tijnei But there 
muji not be expeSled^ in tbefecond 
part^ the fame fublimity of t bought 
and expreffion^ the fame happy turns 
and imperceptible tranfitions^ the 
fame liveJy and ingenious firokes, as 
in thefrfi: for^ befdes that the na^ 
ture of our fu^eB and plan does 
not admit it^ who can pretend to be 
a BossuET ? 
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AN UNIVERSAL 

HISTORY. 



To the DAUPHIN. 



THOUGH hiftory were ofTht 
no ufe to other men, it general 
ihould be made the ftudy^J^s^^j^ 
of princes. There is noworiu 
better means of difcover- 
ing to them the power of paiEons and 
interefts, the importance of times and 
conjunftures, and the confequences of 
good and evil counfels, Hiftories are 
compofed only of fuch aftions as they 
are engaged in, and every thing in 
them Teems calculated for their ufe. 
If experience is neceffairy towards their 
acquiring that prudence which teaches 
to reign well, there is nothing more ufe- 
kil for th^ inftrudtion, than to join 
B their 
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their own dafly experience tp the ex* 
amples of paft ages. Whereas they 
vfually kam only at the hazard of 
their iubjeSs, and of their own glory, 
to judge of the critical afFairs that come 
before them; by the aid of biftory they 
form their judgment upon paft events, 
TOjhout lifting any thing. When 
t^ey fee even the moft fecrct faults of 
princes, expofed to the view of all men, 
notwithftanding the falfe praifes be- 
llowed on them in their life-time, they 
arc afhamed of the vain delight which 
flattery occafions them, and convinced 
that true glory can only confift with 
merit. 

Bdldes, it were fhameful, not to 
fay ifor a prince, hut in general for any 
gentleman, to be unacquainted with 
)nankin4, and the memorable revolu- 
tions which the courfe of time has 
produced in the world. If we do not 
learn from hiftory to diftinguifh times, 
we ihall reprefenc men under the law 
of nature^ or under the writt^ law, 
fuch as they are under the evangelical ; 
we ihall confound the Pedians con- 
quered und^r Alexander, with the Per- 
uana viftorious under Cyrus; we fhall 
make Greece as free in the days of 
Philip, as in thofe of Themiftocles, 
or MUtiades \ the Roman people as.high*> 

fpirited 
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fpirited und^ the emperors, as under the 
confuk ; die church as quiet under Di* 
ockfiany as under* Conftandne ; arid 
France, torn with civil wars in the 
time of Charles IX. and Henry 111. as 
pow^fiil as in the time <rf Lewis XIV% 
when united under fo great a nx>narch9 
(he alone triumphs over all Europe* 

It was. Sir, to avoid theieinconvc- 
ruoicies, that you have read To many 
ancient as well as modem hiftories. It 
was expedient, bdbre all things, to 
make you read in fcripture, the hifto- 
ry of the people of God, which is the 
foundation of religion. You have not 
been left ignorant of the Grecian, nor 
oir the Roman hiftory ; and what was • 
to you of ftill greater importance, you 
have been carefully inftnided in the 
hiftory of that kingdom^ which you arc 
bound one day to render happy. Bat 
left thefe hiftories, and thofe you have 
yet to learn, ihould confufe one another 
in your mmd, there is nothing more 
neceflary than to fet before you in a 
diftinft, but concife, manner, the ferics 
©f all ages. 

This fort of univerfal hiffory, is to 
the hiftories of each country and peo- 
ple, what a general map is to particular 
ones. In particular maps' you fee the 
whole detail of a kingdom^ or pro- 
B 2 vince 
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vince in itfelf ; in general maps you learn 
. to iltuate thofe parts of the world in 
their whole; you fee what Paris, or 
the ifle of France, is in the kingdom, 
what the kingdom is in Europe, and 
what Europe is in the World- 

Juft fo particular, hiftories reprefent 
the feries of events, that have happened 
to a people with all their refpe<£Uve cir- 
cumftances turn, into; but in order to 
underftand the whole, we muft know 
the relation each hiltory bears to others: 
. which is pnly to be effeAed by an a- 
bridgment, wherein we fee, as it were 
with oneglance, the whole order of time. 
Such an abridgment. Sir, exhibits a 
|ioble fpedacle to your view. You fee 
.all preceding ages unveil themfelves, lb 
to fpeak, in a few hours before you : 
you fee how empires fucCjsed one an- 
other, and how religion, in ijs various 
flates, fupports itfelf from the be^- 
jiing of the world, down to our days. 

*Tis the progrefe of tbefe two par- 
ticulars, I mean that of religion, and 
^hat of empires, that you ought to im- 
print upon your memory ; and as reli- 
jgion and political government are the 
two hinges, whereon all human things 
turn, to fee whatever concerns thofe 
paiticulars fummed up in an epitome, 
^d by ^his means to difcover the 

whole 
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whole order and progrefion of them, 
b to comprize in thought all that is * 
great among men, and to hdd, fo to 
fay, the thread of all the affairs of the 
world. 

As then in examining a general map, 
you leave the country where you arc 
born, and the place that bounds you, 
to roam over the whole habitable earth 
which you grafp in thought, with all 
its feas and countries ; fo in confider** 
ing a chronological epitome, you over- 
leap the narrow bounds of your own 
time, and launch out into all ages. 

But in like manner as to help the 
memory in the knowledge of places, 
we mark certain principal countries,. 
around which we place others, each 
at its proper diftance ; fo in the order 
of ages, we muft have certain times di- 
ftinguiflied by fome great event, to 
which we may refer all the reft. 

This is vwhat is called an Epoch,, 
from a Greek word which fignifics. to 
ftop, becaufe we ftop there, as at a 
refting-place, to confider all that hap-» 
pened before and after, and by thii^ 
means to avoid anachronifms, or that 
jbrt of error which creates a confufion 
fif times. 

We muft firft con&ie ourfelvest^ 

ft few epochs, fuch as are in the 

B 3 times 
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times of ancient biftory; thofe of A* 
dam, of the creation; Noah, or the 
deluge > the calling of Abraham, or 
the beginning of GoJ*s covenant with 
men ; Mofes, or the written law ; th« 
taking of Troy; Solomon, or the finifli- 
ing of the temple ; Romulus, or the 
building of Rome; Cyrus, or the 
people of God delivefred from the Ba- , 
byloniih captivity ; Scipio, or the con- 
queft of Carthage ; the birth of Jcfu$ 
Chrift ; Conftantine^ or the peace of ti« 
church; Charlemagne, op the efta* 
blifhment of the new empire. 

I give you this eftabliihment of the 
new empire under Charlemagne, as the 
«nd of ancient biftory, becaufe there 
you fhall fee tiie ancient Roman em* 
pre totally at an end. 'Tib for this 
reafon I detain you at fo confiderable a 
period of univerfal hiftory. The con* 
tinuation of it (hall be laid before you 
ill a fecond part, which will bring you 
down to the age we fee adorned by thd 
immoTtal aSionsof your royal father^ 
and to which &e ardor you (hew to 
follow fo great a pattern, gives. ftiH 
{round to exped an additional luftre. 

Having exf^ined to you in general 
the defign of this work, I have thre* 
things tb do in order to niake its ufe- 
lulneis anfwer mj expejiation. '• ^^ 

Imuft 
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^efifii I muft firft run over- with you die 
foft^pi- ^P^^* which I propoTe to jDur obfcr- 
tome, vation, and by pointing out to you^ 
vhich is in few wofds, the principal events^ 
.^to** which ought to be annexed to each 
three of them, accuftom your mind to range 
l^tt» thofe events in their proper places, with- 
out regard to any thing but the order 
of time. But as my principal intention 
IS to make you obferve in this pro- 
^effion of times, that of religion, and 
that of great empires ; after carrying 
on together, according to the courfe 
of years, the faSs which regard thofe 
two topics, I Ihall particularly refume, 
with neceflary reflexions, firft, thofe 
which fet forth to us the -perpetual du- 
ration of religion; ajid, laftly, thofe 
which difcover to us the caufes of the 
gj-eat revolutions that have befallen em- 
pires. 

Then, whatever part of ancient hi- 
ftory you read, all will turn out to 
your advantage. No fafl ihall pafs, 
but you fljall perceive its Confcquences. 
You will* admire the train of God's 
CDunfels -in the concerns of religion ; 
)rou will like-wife fee the concatena- 
tion of human affairs, and thereby v/ill 
- be Tcnfible, with how great reflexion 
and forefight they muft needs be go- 
verned. . . ' 

B4 PART 
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PARTI. 

I epoch.'' ■ A HE firft epoch immediatyy 
^**T' I prefents to you a grand and aw- 
tt«Uon. ^^^ fpedacle \ God creating the 

1 age of heavens and the earth by his word, - * 
*^« and making man after his own image. 
With this begins Mofes, the moft an- 
cient of hiftorians, moft fublime of phi- 
lofophers, and wifeft of legiflators. 
Yean Thus he lays the foundation" as well ^^"^ ?| 
before of his hiftory as of his do<5lrine and ^^^ 
chSt ^^^^' ^^Tut he Ihews us all men con-. 
4004. ^^^ J^ one man, and his wife her- 
felf extraded from him 5 matrimonial 
union, and the fociety of mankind 
ciftablifhed upon this foundation 5 the 
• perfe£Hon and power of man, fo far as 
he bears the image of God in his firft 
eftate ; his dominion over animals ^ his 
innocence, together with his felicity, in 
paradife, the memory whereof is pre- 
ftrved in the golden age of the poets ; 
the divine command given to our firft 
parents; the malice of the tempting 
fpirit, and his appearance under the 
Form of a ferpent ; the fall of Adam , 
and Eve, fatal to all their pofterity ; 
the firft man juftly puniflied in all his 
children, and mankind cprfed byGod ; 

the 
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A. C. die firft promife of redemption^ and A.M« 
the future victory of men over the de- 
vil who had undone them. 
Gencf. The earth^ begins to be filled, and 
▼• 3» 4'wickednefs increafes. Cain, the firft 
3*75- {<sa of Adam and Eve, (hews the in- '*9» 
fault world the firft tragical adioni 
and from that time virtue dates her 
perfecution from vice. Tliere we fee die 
contrary manners of the two brothers ; 
the innocence of Abel, hispaftorallife^ 
and his ofFerings accepted ; thofe df 
Cain rejedied, his avarice, hb impie* 
ty, his fratricide, and jealoufy the pa- 
rent of murders j the punifhihent of 
.that crime, the confcience of thepa- 
ricide racked with continual terrors; 
the firft city built by this mifcreant^ 
now a vagabond upon the face of the 
earth, feeking an Afylum from the ha- 
tred and horror of mankind ; the in- 
vention of fome arts by his children ; 
the tyranny of paiSons, and the pro- 
digious malignity of man's heart, ever 
prone to evil \ the' pofterity of Seth, 
faithful' to God, notwithftanding that 
3017. depravation; the pidus Enoch, mi- 987. 
raculoufly fnatcHed out of the world, 
which was not worthy of him ; the 
diftinftion of the children of God from 
the children of men ; that is, of thofe 
who lived after the fpirit, Ixoax thofe 
B 5 who 
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A. C who lived after the fleOi ; their inter- A.M« 
oaxture, and the univeffal corruption 
of the world \ the deflfudion of men 
decreed by a juft judgment of God ; 
his wrath denounced againft finnefB by 

2468* his kxvzsA Noah; their impemtenQ^iS^^- 
and bardnefs of heart punifhed at laft by 

2348. the deluge ; Noah and higfamfly referv-i656* 
cd for thereftoration of nuinkuid. 

This is the fum oi what pafled in 
1656 years. Such is the beginning of 
dl hiuorieS) wherein are difplayed the 
omnipotence^ wifdom, and goodneis 6f 
God \ innocence bappy under hiai pro* 
teclion \ his juftice in avenging crimes^ 
and at the fame time his long-fuiFering 

!>atience in waiting the converficm of 
inners; the greatnefs and dignity of 
man in his primitive ftate ; the tempef 
of nuinkind after their corruption ; the 
nature ot* jealoufy, and the fecret caufes^ 
of violences and of wars, that is, all 
the foundations di religion and mo^ 
lality. 

With mankind Noah preferved the 

arts, as well thofe which were efien- 

tial to human life, and which men 

kaew frcm their original, as thofo 

^^ J. they had afterwards invented, Thofe 

35. iii*. * firft aiKs which men kanted immediate- 

»7>.i«> ly, and. probably from their creator, 

+H)*V" ^•*** * agf*^**^^^**^^^ ^^ paftofal fart, 
; ' • . that 
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A. C. thaf of % doafhi^ tkemielves^ md, A.M* 
t ii». iii. perhaps, that of building houfes for their 
"^^f accomftiodation. And indeed, do we. 
Chaid. not trace the commencemeiit of tbefe 
™^c*»-arts hom thofe phces of die Eaft from 
j^^i whence rt»nkind was propagated i 
Pboen. ' ♦ The tradition of die univerfal dc- 
Mi^ luge prev^ls over all the eardi. The ark, 
Kic. ba-wherdn the femnant of mankind was 
naafc. J. favcd, has ever be«i celebrated in the 
fcyd!'dt" ^**' particularly in thofe places vrficre 
JMed. ^ it refted after the deluge. Many other 
Aflyr. circumftanoes of that famous ftory aretb 
^jJ®^* be found marked in the annals and tradt- 
1. i. c. 3,tions of ancient nations ; the times 
4.&J. ii^teree, and every thing anfwers as far 
pion.ft ^ could be expeaed m ip remote a 
iSuf. L piece of antiquity. 

ix Prarp. j^f g ^j^ ^j^g deluge are toAe ranged the™P^«J* 
n, 12. decreafeof man's life, the alteration the de- 
Plut. o-x)f diet, and a new food fubftituted inlwge. 
Pkfoe P^^^^ ^^ the fruits of the eardi ; fame^^^^/ 
SoJert. oral precepts dfeKverdd to Noah ; the the 
terr. an confufion of languages at the tower of world. 
iTdln. Babel, which was the firft monument ^656, 
^c Dca* of the pride and weaknefs of men ; , 
Sy- the portion of the three fons of Noah, ^"57* 
^34«- and die firft diftributron of lands. ^757- 

^347* The rr^mory of thofe three firft 
2247. fathers of nations has ftHl been pre- 
ferved amongft men. Japetus, who 
. peopled the greatcft part of the weft> 

eruk 
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-A.C. em world, has continued famoiis there A. ML 
^nder the celebrated name of Japhedi* 
Ham, and his fon Ci^riaan^\;have been 
no lefs noted among the ^Egyptians 
. and Phcenidans ; and the Jmemory of 
Shemhas^ever lafted with the Hebrew 
• people, who are deicended from him. 
A little after this firft divifion of 
mankind, Nimrod, a man of a fierce 
and violent di(pp{ition, becomes the 
firft conqueror ; and fuch is the origin 
Oto^x. ofconquefts. Hefetup the throne of 
au * his kingdom at Babylon, in the fame 
place where the tower had been be- 
gun, and already raifed to . .a great 
height, but not fo high as man's va- 
nity wiflied it. About the fame time 
Nineveh was built, . and fome ancient 
kingdoms eftablifhed. They were but 
petty in thofe early times, for in Egypt 
alone we find four Dynafties or Prin- 
cipalities, thofe of Thejbes,. Thin, 
Memphis, and Tanis ; this laft was 
the capital of the lower Egypt. To this 
time we may alio refer the Commence- 
ment of the laws and polity of the ' 
Egyptians, that of their pyramids which 
ftiid to tills day, and that of the a- 
ftronomical obiibrvations, as well of that 
^233. people as of the- Chaldeans. So wei77'' 
^ may trace up to this time, and nb 
fcigher, the obfervations which the 
/ '^ Chal- 
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A. G. Chaldeans, who were, without difpQte,A«M* 
l*orphyr.the firft obfervers of the ftars, gave ia 
1,^- ?|"|;Babylon to Califthenes for Ariftotlcy 
Cceio. Every thing begms : there is no an« 

cient hiftory wherein there do not ap« 
pear, not only in thofe early ages, 
but long after, manifeft vefliges of 
the newnefs of the world. We fee 
laws eftabliihmg,mannei3 poli(hing, and 
empires forming. Mankind by degrees 
get out of their ignorance, experience 
mftru^ them, and arts are invented or 
perfected. According as men multiply, 
the earth is clofer and clofer peoplecf ; 
they -pafs mountains and precipices ; 
they crofs rivers, and at length feas, 
and eftablifb new habitations. The 
earth, which at the beginning was. but 
an immenfe foreft,^ takes now another 
form, the woods cut down make room 
for fields, for paftures, for hamlets, for 
towns, and at length for cities. Men 
learn to catch certain animals, to tame 
others, and to inure them to fervic^ 
They were obliged at firft to e0cou|i- 
.ter wild beafts. The firft heroes figna- 
lized tljf mfelves in thofe wars. Thefe 
occafioned tHe invention of arms, which 
men turned aftemards againft their fel- 
Gen-x. low-creatures* Ninroid, the firft warri-r 
^' our, and the firft dbnqucrour, is called ig 
fcripturc a mighty huntir. Together 

with 
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A» C. T^ith animals^ man acquired alfo the A.M. 
art of managing fruits and plants ; he 
bended the very metals to his ufe, and 
gradiKiIly made aH nature become fub- 
fervient to it. As it was natural thit 
time fiiould caufe many things to be in- 
rented, it muft alfo caufe others to be 
forgot, at ieaft by the greater part of 
mankind. Thofe firft arts, which 
Noah had preferved, and which We 
alfo find always fiourifhing in the coun- 
tries where mankind was firft eftab- 
lifhed, were loft according as men re- 
moved from them. Thefe behoved others 
either to learn them anew in procefs 
of time, or thofe who had preferved 
them, muft have carried them agabi 
to the reft. Therefore do we fee every 
thing come from thofe lands that were 
always inhabited, where the principles 
of the arts remained entire, and even 
there were dafly made many importailt 
difcoveries. The knowledge of Qo<f, 
and the memory of the creation were 
preferved there, but began to decay by 
degrees. The ancient traditions wert 
now falling into oblivion and obfcu- 
rity; the fables, which fucceeded themi 
retaincd'but grofs ideas of them; fiiHc 
deities multiplied ; and this gave occa- 
fion to the calling of Abraham. 

Four 
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A. C. Four hundred twenty fix years af-A«M. 
m E- ter the deluge, when men walked every 
P^.on^ ki \m own way, and grew forget- 
ing of fill of Jiim that made them, that great 
A^- God, to ftop the progreis of (o great 
Third 3^ ^^U ^ ^^ midft ef corruption be^ 
age of gun to fet apart a chofen people for 208 3* 
J^^ bimfelf, Abraham was made choice of 

102 1. ^ ^ ^^ ^^'^ *"^ fether of all bc- 
' lievoB. Grod called him into the land 
of Canaan, where he intended to e^ 
ibblifh his worihip, and the children of 
liiat patriarch, whom he ha^ reiblved 
to multiply as the ffars of heaven^ and 
as the fane of the fea. To the promife 
he made him of giving that land to his 
offspring, he added fomewhat far more 
^rious, and this was that great 
bleffing which was to be extended 
to all the nations of the world in Jefus 
Chrift proceeding from his race. It waa 
Ibat Jefus Chrift whom Abraham ho-> 
nours in die pcrfon of the high-prieft 

Heb'. ▼ii-Mckhtfedec who reprefents him ; it b 

had won from die vanquiihcd kings ; 
and it if by him he is blefled. Though 
pofieiled of immenfe riches, and of a 
power which equaled that of kings, 
Abraham preferved the primitive man-^ 
'mtn ; he ted always a plain and pafto«* 
ral life, which) however, wanted not 

its 
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A, C. its magnificence; and this that patri-A.Ml 
arch &ewed particularly by exercifing 

1856. Jiofpitality to all men. Heaven fur- 2 148. 
nifhed him with guefts ; angels im- 
parted to him the counfels of God ; he 
believed, and in every thing approved 
himfelf full of faith and piety. In his 
time Inachus, the moft ancient of all 
the kings acknowledged by the Greeks, 
founded the kingdom of Argos. After 
Abraham we find Ifaac his fon, and Ja- 
cob his grand-fon, imitators of his faith 
and fimplicity in the fame paftoral life. 
God repeats to them alfo the fame pro- 
mifes he had made to their father, and 
condu£b them, as he had done him, 

1759. in all things. Ifaac blelTeth Jacob, 102245* ~ 
the prejudice of £fau his elder brother, 
and though deceived in appearance, he 
in eiFed executes the counfels of God, 
Jacob, whom God protedled, in every 
thing excelled Efau. An angel, with 
whom he had a myfterious wreftliiig, 
gave him the name of Ifrael, whence 
his children are called Ifraelltes, To 
him were horn the twelve patriarchs, 
fathers of the twelve- tribes of the He- 
brew people ; among others Levi, from . 
whom were to proceed the minifters in 
facred things: Judah, from whom was to 
fpring, togetner with the royal race, 
the Chrift, king of kings, and lord 

of 
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A. C. of- lords i and Jofeph, whom Jacob A. M» 
loved above all his other children. 
There new fccrets of divine providence 
are difclofed. We fee before all things 
the innocence and wifdom of young 
Jofeph, ever an enemy to vice, and 
careful Xo reprove it in his brethren j 
his myfterious and prophetical dreams; 
his brethren jealous, and jealoufy a 
fecond time the caufe,of a parricide j 

1728. that great man fold ; the fidelity he ob-aajO. 
ferves to his mafter, and his admirable 

17I7« chaftity; the perfecutions it draws uponaaS/* 
him ; his imprifonment and conftancy ; 
his predictions ; his miraculous aeli* 

17^5* verance; that famous ^interpretation of^ao^. 
Pharaoh's dreams ; the merit of fo great 
a man acknowledged 3 his exalted ge- 
nius and upright heart, and the pro* 
tei^ion of God, who gives him rule 

1706. wherever he is ; his forefight, wifei29^' 
counfels, and abfolute power in the 
kingdom of the lower Egypt j and this 
the means of preferving his father Jacob 
and his .family. That family favour- 
. ed by God is thus fettled in that part* 
of Egypt whereof Tanis was the ca- 
pitaly> and whofe kings took all the 
1680, name of Pharaoh. Jacob dies, and23i5*, 
a little before his deadi he makes that 
celebrated prophecy, where, in dif- 
covering to his children the ftate of tlieir 

pof- 
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A» G. pofterity, he points out particularly toA.M. 
Judah'the times of the Mefliah, who 
was to fpring from his race. The houfe 
of that patriarch in a little time becomes 
a great nation ; this prodigious multi- 
plication excites the jealoufy of the E- 
gyptians ; the Hebrews are unjuftly 
liated, and unmercifully perfecuted : 
^57^' God raifes up Mofes their deliverer, 2433* 
whom he faves from the waters of the 
Nile, and makes him fell into the 
hands of Pharaoh's daughter: (he 
'* brings him up as her own fon, and 
caufes him to be inftrudied in all the 
wifdom of the Egrptians. In thofef 
diys the people of Egypt fettled in di- 
I5S6. ^^^^^ P^*^ ^f Greece. The colon3r2448. . 
which CcCreps brotight from Egypt 
built twehre cities, ot rather twdv^ 
towns, whereof he Compofed tfie king- 
dom of Athens, and there he eftablifh- 
cd the gods together vath the laws 
Mantt. of his country. A little after hap- 
l^„"^*. pcned Deucalion's deluge in Theffaly, 
MAtt, Confounded by the Greeks with th5 
univerfal flood. Hellen, the fon of 
Deucalion reigned in Phthia, a country 
/of Theffaly, and gave his Name t(i 
Greece, His people, before called 
Greeks, took ever after the name of 
Hellenes, though theLatifls havepreferv- 
cd their ancient name. About the fame 

time 
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A« C. time Cadmus, the fon of Agenor, carri-'A.M»- 
cd a colony of Phoenicians into Greece, 
and founded the city of Thebes in 
Boeotia. The gods of Syria aiid Phoe- 
nicia came into Greece with him. 
In the mean time Mofes was growing 

' 53'' up. When forty years old, he defpifed^473* 
the riches of die court of Egypt ; 
smd, touched with the afflictions of 
his h-ethren the Ifraelites, he endan- 
gered himfdf for their relief. But 
fo far were they from taking the benefit 
of his zeal and courage, that they ex- 
pofed him to the rage of Pharaoh, wha 
refolved his ruin. Mofes fled out of 
Egypt into Arabia, to the land of 
&£dian, where his virtue, evierreadyi 
to focpour the oppreflbd, found hiat 
a fecure retreat. This great aian loft 
Big hopes of delirering his people, or 
waiting a better opportunity, had ipent 
forty years in feeding the fiocks of 

149'* Jetfuro his father-in-law, whea he faw^5^3' 
the burfiing bufh in die deiert, and 
heard the voice of the God of his fa^* 
thers, who ient him back into Egypt 
to bring his brethren out of bondage* 
Then appear the humility, the courage^ 
and die miracles of that divine lawgiv- 
er ; the hardnefs of Pharaoh's hear^ 
and the terrible plagues God fends up*- 
OA him \ the paiTover^ and next day 

the 
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A. C. thepaflage of the Red Sea; Pharaoh A. M- ' 
^. and the Egyptians buried in the wa- 
ters, and die total deliverance of the 
Ifraelites. 
iv^-- Here begin the times of the writ- 
^^^ ten law. It was given to Mofes 430 
or the' " years after the calling of Abraham, 
written 856 years after the deluge, and in 
the fame year that the Hebrew people 

14.QI ^^"^^ ^^^ ^^ ^gyP^* T^^^ date is ^^'iKi^^ 
" * markable, being made ufe of to de- 
nominate all the time from Mofes to 
Jefus Chrift, All that time is called 
the time of the written law, to diftin- 
guifh it from the preceding, called the 
time of the law of nature, wherein 
men had nothing to dired them but 
natural reafon, and the tradition^ of 
their anceftors. 

God then having fet his people free 
from the tyranny of the Egyptians, iir 
order to condu£i: them into the land 
where he will be ferved, and before 
he fettles ihem in it, fets forth to 
them the law by which they are to 
live. He writes with his own hand 
upon two tables, which he gives to 
Mofes on the top of mount Sinai, the 
foundation of that law, that is, the 
decalogue, or ten commandments, 
which contain the firft principles of the 
worfhip of God, and of human fociety*. 
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A. CX To the fame Mofes he dilates theA.M* ' 
other precepts, by which be appoints 

Hcb. ix, the tabernacle, Ac figure of time to 

9* *3- come ; the ark, where God maiiifeflr- 
ed himfelf by his oracles, and wherein 
the tables of the law were dcpofitcd ; 
the promotion of Aaron the brother 
of Mofes ; the high-priefthood, orpon- 
tiiicate, a dignity folely appropriated 
to him and his fons ; the ceremonies of 
th^ir confecration, and the &fhion of 
their myfteiious habits ; the functions 
of the priefts, fons of Aaron ; thofc 
of the Levitcs, with other religious 
rites ; and what is ftill more excellent, 
the rules of good manners, the polity 
and government of his chofen people^ 
to whom he will himfelf be lawgiver. 
This is what is fignified by the epoch 
.of the written law. Then we fee 
the journey continued in the wilder- 
nefs s the revolts, idolatries, chaf- 
tifements, and confolations of the peo- 
ple of God, whom that almighty law- 
giver gradually forms by .this means ; 

jAt^. the confecration of Eleazar the high-^ 
prieft, and the death of his fatHer ^^ 
Aaron; the zeal of Phinehas, fon of 
Eleazar, and the priefthood confirmed - 
to his defendants by a particular pro- 
niife. During thefe times the £gyp* 
jtiaii5 continue fettling their colonies in 

different 
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A* C. ilUFcrent parts, {Kirticularly in Greece, A.Nt«. 
ii^i«:« Danaus, an Egyptian, makes 
himfelf king of Argos, and difpof- 
fefles the ancient kings of Inachus's line. 

145 1. Towards the end of the joiimcyings of 255 3. 
the people of God in the wildernefs, 
we fee the bcgmning of the wars 
which the prayers of Mofes render 
fucceftfiiL He dies, and leaves the 
Ifraelites their whole hiftory, which he 
had careluHy digefted from the origin 
of the world down to the time of his 
death. That hiftory is continued by 
the command of Jofhua, and his fuccef- 
fors. It was afterwards divided into 
feveral books, which are handed down 
to us under the titles of Jofiiua, Judges, 
and the four books of Kings. The 
hiftory which Mofes had written, and 
wherein, the whoie law was contained, 
was aUb parted into five books, called 
the. Pentateuch, which are thefounda^ 
6onofreligbn. Aftef the death of the 
man of God, we find the wars of 

1445* Jo£hua, the conqueft and diviiion of the 2559* 
holy land, and the rebellions of the 
people, who are at various times chaf- 
tifed and re^eftablifhed. Here are to 

1405. be feen the victories of Othniel, 2599. 
who delivers them from the tyranny 
of Chufhan, king of Mefopotamia, 
and fourfcore yeans after^ thatof£hud 

over 
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A. C. over Eglon, kingof Moab. About tfait A.M. 

1325. tim^ Phrygian Pelopsyfon of Tantalus^ 2679* 

1322. reigns in tbe Peloponneie, and gives his 2682* 
name to that famous country. Betus^ 
kii^ of the Chaldeane, receives divine 

1305. honours from that people* The un«'2699» 
grateful Ifraelites fall again into fervi-* 
tude. Jabin, king of Canaan^ fubje£b 
^ them; but Deborah the prophete^, 

^^^5- who judged the people, and Barak^^^'Q^ 
the fon ci Ahinoain, defeat Sifera the 
gencj^al of that . ki|ig'$ armies. Thirty 

1245. y^^^ aftert Gideon, victorious without2759. 
fighting, purfues and overthrows the 

1 236. Midianites, Abimelech his fon ufurps2y5g. 
the fovereign power by muidering his 
brothers, exercifes it tyrannically, and 

1187. lofe* it at laft with his life. Jepbthah28i7# 
ftains his vi<5lory by a facriike, which 
cannot be excufed but by a fecret 
command from God^ of winch he faa» 
not been pleafed to communicate any 
thing to us. Duripg this age there hap- 
pened fooie very confiderabk events 
among the Gentiles ; for if we follow 

Herod. ^^ computatioi^ o( Herodote, which 

^5/ ' Teems the moft ex^, wetnuftplacein 

1267. thefe times, 514 years before Rome, 2737. • 
and in the time of Deborah,' Ninus 
the fon of Belus, and the foundation 
of the firft empire of the Aflyrians. 
The feat pf it i^w.eftabliihfid at Nine-oen. t, 

veh,i». 
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A. C» veh, an ancient and already famous A. M[* 
city, but beautified and adorned by 
Ninus. Thofe*^ who. give 1300 years 
tOthe firftAffyrians^ go upon the an- 
tiquity of the city \ and Herodote, who 
allows them but 500, fpeaks only of 
the duration of the empire, which 
they begun under Ninus, fon of Belus, 
to extend into upper Afia, A little af- 
ter, and during that conqueror's reign, j^^ j^. 
x>ught to be placed the foundation, or 29, * 
J252.rebuilding of the ancient city of Tyre, 2752. 
fo celebrated for its navigation and colo- J°^P^« 
nies. Some time after Abimelech, weg "'^^\, 
find the famous combats of Hercules, - 

fon of Amphitryo, and thofe of The- 
feus, king of Athens, who made but 
♦ one city of the twelve boroyghs of . 
Cecrops, and gave a better form df go- 
vernment to the Athenians. In the 
days of Jephthah, while Semiramis,^ 
widow of Ninus, and guardian of 
Ninyas, enlarged the empire of the 
ASyriatis by lier conquefts, the cele- 
brated dty of Troy, already taken once 
by the Greeks under Laomedon, its 
third king, was again reduced to aihes 
If $4. by the Greeks^ under Priam, fon of2820. 

Laomedon, after a fiege of ten years. 
tL^;J^' This Epoch of the deftrudion of 
^g of Troy, which happened about the 308th 
T^j'. year siter the jdeparture out of E^pt, 

and 
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A.Cland 1164 years after the deluge^ isA.M. 
Fovrth confiderable, ad well by rea£xiof the 
^ *^ importance of fo great an event, cde-iS^O* 
wwid. br^ted by the two greateft poets of 
2184. Greece and Italy ; as becaufe to this 
date may be refared whatever ismoft 
f^marluble ia the times called fabulous, 
orhercMc; fabulous, on account of the 
&ble$, wherein the hiftories of thofe 
times are enwrapped ; heroic, on ac* 
count of thofe whom the poets have 
ftiled fons of the gods, 2sA heroes. 
They lived not far from this period : 
for in the days ofLaomedon, Priam's 
&ther, appear all the heroes of the 
Golden Fleece 5 Jafon, Hercules, Qr- 
. pheus, Caftor and Pollux, and the* 
reft, whom you very well know; 
and in the time of Priam himfelf, . dur- 
ing the laft fiege of Troy, we fee 
Achilles, Agamemnon, Menelaus, U- •" 
lyffes, Heftor, Sarpedon fon of Jupi-» 
ter, Eneas fon of Venils, whom the 
Romans acknowledge for their found- 
er ; and fo many others, from whom 
illuftrious fiunilies and whole nations 
have gjloried todefcend. This Epoch: 
is, therefore, proper to colled all that 
is moft certain or beautiful, in the fa- 
bulous times. But what we find in 
facred hiftory is every way more re- 
1177^ markable; the prodi^ous ftren|th ofaSS;. 
^ C Samp- 
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A. C. Sampfon, and his sma&ing wisakneft ; A.M* 
1 176* Eli the hxf^ prieft, venerable for his2888. 

piety, and tin&»rtunate in the wicked- 
1095. neTsofhfs children; Samuel, an ua-2969* 
blamable judge, and a {[ilt^het'choi^ 
en of God fx> anoint thie kmgs; 
Saul, the fiift kii^ of the people of 
God^ his vidlories, his prefumption in 
fiicrificing mthout priefts, his difobe^ 
dience ill juftified by flie pretence .of 
fdiigion, his reprobation, his fatal fall. 
In thi^ period Codnis, king of A* 
thens, laid down his life to fate his 
people, and by his death procured 
th«n vi£bry« His fons^ Medon and 
Nileus, difpute due kingdom. On this 
occaikm the Athenians abcdifhed the 
regal dignity, and declared Jupiter fole 
'king of the people of Athens. They 
created' goi^rnor&, or perpetual prefi- 
dents, but liable to give account of 
their iadminifti^tiofl. Thefe magiftrates 
were called Archons. Medon, fonpf 
Godrus, was the firft who exercifed 
this magiftracy, and it continued a 
long time in hb family. The Atheni-> 
ansfpread their colonies over that part 
of the lefilr Aiia which was called lo^ 
nia. The Eolian agonies were planted 
^-- much abodt the fame time^ and ^1 the 
- ^^' leffer Aga was filled \vith Grecian ci-^949* 
ties. After Sau1> a{^c^ a David^ 

that 
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A. C. that admifable (hepherd, the vsmquifli- A. M. 
cr of the proud Goliadi, and of sdl the 
enemies of the people of God ; a great 
king, a great conqueror, a great pro* 
phet, worthy to fing the wonders of 
divine omnipotence ! a man,' in fliort, 

1034. after God*8 own heart, as he himfetfiQyo* 
terms him, and who, hy his penir 
fence, made his very crime turn to 

1 1 4. his creator's glory. To this pious war* 2990» 
riaur fucceeded his fon, the wife, the 
juft, the peaceful Solomon, whofe 

1012. hands, undefiled with blood,- were 2992. 
judged worthy to build the temple of 

ri.E- About the 3000A year of the 3000. 
l"^' worldj Ae 488A from the departure 
or the out of £gypt, and to adjuft the ttmes 
temple of facred hiftory with thofe of profene, 
RftlT^ 1 80 years after the taking of Troy, 250 
•|e of before the foundation of Rome, and 
^^ 1000 years before Jefus Chrift, did 
lool Solomon iinifli that ftupendous edifice. 
I067 ^^ folemnized the dedication of it with 3^^^* 
^* an extraordinary piety and magnifi- 
cence. This celebrated aiWonis fol* 
lowed by other wonders of Solomon's 
reign, which ends with fhameful weak^ 
ne&s. He gives up himfelf to the love 
of women ; he fails both in head and in 
heart, and his piety degenerate^ into - 
idolatry. God, though juftly provoke 
C Z cd> 
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A. C ed, yet fpares him in remembrance cf A. VL 
X>avid his fervant j.but would not fuiFer 
Jiis ii^ratitude wholly to pafs unpunifh* 
<ed : He diWded his kingdom after his 
ifj^, death, and under his fon Rehoboam. 3029* 
I'he brutal haughtinefe of thb young 
|>rince made him lofe ten tribes, whom 
Jeroboam turned afide from their God, 
and from their king. To prevent their 
returoing to the kings dL Judah, he 
prohibit^ their going to iacrifice at the 
iemple of JerufsUem, and fet up golden 
. calves, to which he gave tKe name 
iof the God of Ifrael, that the change 
might feem the lefs ftrange. The fame 
Teafon made him retain the law of 
Mofes, which he ixtterpreted in his 
Kings own ivay; but caufed almoft all its 

;'• 3»* polity, as well civil as facred, to be 
obferved } fo that the Pentateuch con- 
tinued alwayjs ixi veneration amongft 
the feceding tribes 

Thus was the kingdom of Ifrael fet 
iip'againft the kingdom of Judah* In 
that of Ifrael) impiety and idolatry 
triumphed. Religion, though often over- 
clouded in that of Judah, ftill kept fome 
looting there. In thofe days the kings 
i)f E^rpt were powerful. The four 
Ipngdoms were united under that 

jdto> ^ Thebes. *Tis thought Sefpftris, 3035. 
that fimpus Egyptian ^pjigueror, wa$ 

the 
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k. C. ^e Shifliak king of Egypt, whom God A^ M. 
made tho inftVument cf chaftiftng the 
bnpiety of Rehoboam. In the reign 
of Abi)am, fon of Rehoboam, we fee 
the famous vidory which the pietjr of 
that prince bbuined over the fchiuna- 
tic tribes. 

^\*l. His fon Afa, whofe piety is com- jo??* 
mended in fcripture, is there defcribed 
as a man, who in his ficknefles relied 
more upon the aid of medicine, than 

924. upon the goodnefs of God. In his time 308^. 
Omri king of Ifrael built Samaria, 
where he erefted the throne of his 

914, kingdom. This period is fucceeded by 30GO. 
Jehofliaphat's admirable reign, wherein 
flouriih . piety, juftice, navigation, and 
'the art of war.. Whilft he exhibited 
another David to the kii^Qm of Ju- 
d^, Ahab and his wife jesebel, who 
reigned in Ifrael, to the idolatry of Je- 
roboam added all the impieties of the 

899. Gentiles. They both perifhedmiferably. 3I05« 
God, who had bore with their idobtries, 
refolved to avenge on them the blood of 
Naboth, whom they had caufed' to be 
put to death, becaufe he had refufed, as 
the law of Mofes enjcMned him,, to feii 
them the fee of the inheritance of his fa- 
thers. Their fontencewas pronounce 
ed to them by the mouth of the pro-' 
phet Elijah. AHab was flain fome 
C3 time 
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A, C. time after, notwithftanding the precau- A. ]V1» 
igf. tbns he took for his fafety. About 3107* 
892. this time muft be placed the founda* 3iX2*' 
tion of Carthage, which Tyrian Dido 
built in a fituation, where, after the 
example of Tyre, flie might trade to 
advantage, and afpire to the empire of 
the fea» 'Tis not eafy to fix the time^ 
when it took the form of a common* 
wealth ; but the mixture of the Tyri- , 
ans and Africans made it a city at once 
888. martial and mercantile. The ancient 3116* 
hiftorians, who put its origin before 
the definition GdF Troy, would make 
it conjeftured, that Dido rather en« 
largedand fortified it, than that ihe laid 
its foundations* The face of affairs 
changed in the kingdom of Judah. A^ 
thalisdi, the daughter of Ahab and Je* 
zebel,' brought impiety along with her 
into the houfe of Jehofhaphat. Jeho* 
ram, the fon of fo pious a prince, diofe 
. rather to imitate his father-in-law, than 
bis father. The hand of God was upon 
him. His reign was fhort, and his end 
dreadful. In the midft of thefe chaftife^ 
ments, God wrought unheard of won- 
ders, even in behalf of the Ifraelites^ 
whom^ he was willing to call to re^ 
pentance. They few, unconverted, 
the miraclesof Elijah and Eliiha, who 
prophefied. during the reigns of Aha^ 

and 
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r A. C. and five of his fucceflbnw In this A* M« 

Mann, period Homer flourifbed, as did Hefiod 

**"**• thirty years before hJin. The primi* 

> tive manners which they reprefent to us, 

i\ and the veftiges of the ancient iimpli- 

city, which they ftill with great dignity 
retain^ are of no fmall ufe to our un- 
r deribiiding antiquities much more re- 

nnote, and the divine fimplicity of 
€84. fcHpture. Behold nowdreactful fcenes 9120* 
in tlie kingdoAis of Judah and Ifrael ! 
Jeasebel, by Jehu's order, thrown head- 
long from the topof a tower ! In vain 
had jhe painted her face, and tired her. 
head: Jehu trampled her under his 
horfes feet: he fmete Joram king 
c^ Ifrael, the ion <rfAhab: the whole 
houfe of Abab was extirpated, and had 
well nigh drawn that of the kings of 
Judah into its deftru£tion. KingAhazi- ' 
ah, fon of Jehoram king of Judah, and 
of Athaliafa, was flain in Samaria with 
y his brethren, as being a kinfman and 

I friend to the children of Ahab. As 

foon as diis news was brought to Je- 
rufalem, Athaliah refolved to diijpatch 
r all that remained of the feed royal, 

without fparing her own children, and 
\ to reign by the deftrudion of all her 

f family. Onlyjehoafli the fon of Ahazi- 

[ ah, a child yet in the cradle, was 

ftolen from the fury of his grandmo- 
f C 4 ther. 
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A- C. ther. Jehoflbeba fiftcr of Ahaziah, and A. Ml 
. wife of Jehoiada the high-j^rieft, hid 

- him in the houfe of God, and faved 

. that precbus remnant of the houfe of , 
. David. Athaliah, who believed him 
murdered with the reft, lived without 
fear. Lycurgus now gave laws to La- 
cedemon. He is blamed for having Plato de 
calculated them all for war^ after the^fP- *• , 
example of Minos, whofe jnftitutions|^*lil,, 
he had followed, and for havmg little i. Ariiu 

- provided for the modefty of the women, ^^ 

' while, in order to make foldiers, he oblig- c. 9. * 
•ed the men to fo laborious and teinpe- 
rate a life. Nothing wjis ftirring in 
Judea againft Athaliabs ihe thought 
herfelf quite fecured by a reign of fix 
years* But God was bringing her up 
an avenger in the (acred fanSuary of his 
S^g. temple. When he had attained his (e- 3126* 
venth year, Jehoiada (hewed him to 
iomt of the chief captains of the royal 
army> whom he had carefully prepared 
for Cuch a difcovery; and wkh the af- 

. fiftance of the Levites, he crowned the 
young king in the temple. All the 

, people readily acknowledged him the . 
heir of Davidand of Jeholhaphat. Atha- 
liah, upon hearing the noife, comii^up 
to que 11 the confpiracy, was dragged with 
out theranges of the temple, and receiv- 
ed the treatftient which hqr crimes dp- 

fervcd* 
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A . C fefvcd. So lorig asjehoiadalived, Jcho- A. M. 

afli caufed the law of Mofes to be kept. 

But after the death of that good pridH, 

' being corrupted by the ftttterie? of his 

courtiers, with diem he gives himfelf 

840. up to idolatry. The prieft Zechariah, 31 64* 
Ton of Jehoiada, made bold to reprove 
him ; aiidjehoafh, uiunindfiil of whathe 
owed to his iathe^,- co0unanded him 
to be ftoned. Vengeance quickly ovcr- 

839- ^^^^ ^^^' The year folIowingJehoaih,3i65'f< 
defeated by the Syrians, and fallen into 
. contempt, was ailaffinated by his own 
fervants ; and Amaziah his fon, a bet- 
ter man than he, was placed upon the 

825. throne. Theldngdom of IfVael, brought 3 179. 
low by the viftories of the kings of 
Syria, and by civil wars, recovered its 
firength under Jeroboam 11* more pi- 
ous than bis predecellbrs. Uzziah, o- 
therwife called Azariah, fon of Ama- 
ziah, governed the kingdom of Judah 

8 JO. with no lefs glory. This is that fa- 3194* 
mous Uzziah, who was fmitten with 
kprofy, and lb many times reproved 
in fcripture, for having, in his latter 
days, prefumed to inv^e the priefl-s 
oflSce ; and. for having, contrary to the 
prohibition of the law, offered incenfe 
on the altar of perfumes. He was 
obliged to be feparated from the peo-* 
pie, king as he was, according to tbse 
C5 law 
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Ji. C. Uw of Mofes i and Jodum his fon, A. M« 
who was afterwards his fucceflbr, go- 
verned the jcingdom wifely. Under 
the reign of Uzziah, the holy pro- 
' phets, the chief of whom, at that tinae 

^ Vrerc Hofea and Ifaiah, . beguiv to pub- 

liih their prophecies in writings and in ^ 
particular books, the originals whereof 
they depoiited in the temple, to ferve 
for a monument to pofterity. The 
prophecies of leffer extent, and orally 
delivered, were re^ftered, according to 
cuflom, in the archives of the temple, 
with the hiftory of their refpedivc 
yjff. times. The Olympic games, infti-3228. 
tuted by Hercules, and bng difcon- 
tinucd, were revived. From this revival 
are deduced the Olympiads, whereby 
die Grecians reckoned their years* 
At this period ended the times, whioh 
Varro calls fabulous, becaufe tiH this 
date profane hiftory is full of confufion 
and fables; and .the hiftorical times 
begin, wherein the affairs of the world 
are related by more fiiithful and di- 
ftinft narratives. The firft Olympiad 
is diftinguifhed by the vifiory of Cho- 
rebus. Th^ returned every fifth 
year^ and after the revolution of four. 
There, in an affembly of all Greece 
at Pifa firft, jand afterwards at £lis, 
were eelehrated thofe femous combat^, 

in 
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A. C. in which thev^ors were crowned A. M* 

with incredible apphufes. Thjis exer* 
cifes were had in honour, and Gr^ecebe- 
came dailj ftronger^ and more polite* 
Italy was ftill almoft quite fav^tge. 
The Latin kiiigs of the poflerity of 
Eneas reigoed at Alba. Phul was king^ 
kA' Aflyria* He is thought to Jbe 
father of Sardansqpalus, called, accord- 
ing to the Eaftem coftom, Sardan* 
Piids that is, Sardan, the fonofPuL 
Some too are of opinion, that thb Phul 
or Pjil, was the king of Niniveh, who 
repented with all his people at the 
771. preaching of Jonah. This prince, at- 3233. 
traded by the troubles of the king- 
dom bf ITrael, marched to invade it \ 
but being pacified by Menahem, he 
coi^med him in the throne he h^ 
ufurped by violence, and received, by 
way of acknowledgment, a tribute of 
a thoufand talents. In the reign kA his 
fon Sardanapalus, and after Alcmeon, 
the iaft perpetual Archon of the A- 
thentans, that pec^le,' whofe humour 
infenfibly led diem to a popular go- 
\ vernment, dimintfhed the power of 

their magiftrates, and reducdl the ad* 
^ mioiftraticdi of the Archons to ten 

y years. The firft of this kind was 

Charops. Romulus and Remus de- - 
fcended of the Mcicnt kings of Alba 
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A, C. by their mother Ilia, rcftored their A. IL 
■grandfather Numitor to the throne of 
Alba, whom his brother Amulius had 
difpoflefled of it; and immediatehr after 
they founded Romte, while Jotham 
reigned 10 Jadah* 

"■ That city, which was one day to be vn^ 
miftrefs of the worW, was founded Jj^^ 
towards the end of the third yeaariut, or 
of the fixth OljrmjfMad; about fbur^o«« 
hundred and thirty year* after ^^^•^^m'^ 
?^*'ing of Troy, from which the Romans ^^^Oj^ 
imagined their anceftors fjprung; andlUne*. 
feven hundred fifty three years before 
Jefus Chrift. Romulus being brought 
up hardily, amongft (hepherds, and 
continually employed in- warlike ex- 
ercifes, dedicated that city to the 
God of war, whom he called his fo- 
748. ther; About the time of Rome*** in- 6^ 
fancy, happened the fell of the firft At 

' fyrian empire, throueh the foftnefe of 
Sardanapahis; Tlie Medes, a warlike 

* people, animated by Arbaces their g>- 

vernor, fet all the lubjeAs of that effe- 

^.'minate prince an example 'of diefpifii^ 

him. All revested againft him; ande 

\ he perifhed at laft in his capital city,, 
where he was forced to burn himfeif 
alive with his women^ his' eunuchs,, 

' *nd his riches- From Ac ruins oPthat 
empire we behold threegreal Idi^oms. 

ari£b*. 
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A. C anfe. Aibaces,. or Qriiaces, by fomeA. R. 
caUed Phamaces; gave liberty to the 
Medea, who, afiter a pretty long anar- 
chy, had ibme very powerful kin^. 
• Befides this, immediately after Sarda- 
747*: napalus, we fi^ a feoond kingdom of 7. 
. the 'Aflyriaas appear, whereof Nineveh 
continued die capital, and a kingdom, of 
.Babylon. Thefe two laft fciin^doms 
wei!e not unknown to profane authors,, 
and aie celebrated in facred hiftory.. 
The iecoad kingdom of Nineveh w^is 
.founded by Til^th, or Tiglath, fon 
«f Pilezer, caUed,, for that reafon^ 
Tiglath-pileier, to whom fom'e give 
alfo the name of Ninus the youi^cr- 
Baladaa, by the Greeks named Bele- 
fis, eftablHhed the kingdom of Baby- 
lon, where be is known by the name 
of NabonafTar. Hence the era of Na- 
bonaflar, iaihous with Ptolemy and the 
ancient aflronomers, who reckoned 
their years from that prince's reign. 
It is proper here tx> take notice, that 
the word Era fignifies a number of 
years begun at a certain period diftin- 
guifbedby fome great event. Ahaz, 

740. an impious and wiqked king qf Judah, 14* 
being fore prefled by Re:jin king of 
Syria, and by Pekah, fon of Remalii- 
ah, king of Ifrael^ inftead of having 
fecourfe to God,, who raif^ up' thofe. 

enemies 
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<A. -C. cMcmies to puniA him, ieat and invit- A« tU 
ed Tiglath-pilefer, the firft king of 
Aflyria, or of Ninevdi, who reduced 
the kings of Ifraet to thel#wcft eactn* 
mity, and totally niinod thatof%-* 
ria ; but at the fiune time ravaged the 
kii^dom of Judah, Mrhich had im^of^ 
hii»afifbnce. Thus the kings of Af- 
fyria learned theroad to the Holy Land, 
and rcfolved the conqueft of it. They 
began with the kmgdotn of Ifrsiei, 

721* which Shalmanefer, fon and fucceflbr 3^3. 
of Tiglath-pilefer, utterly deftroyed. 
Hofliea, king of Ifrael, had relied ott 
the aid of Sabacon, otherwife named 
Sua, or So, king ^ Ethiopia, who 
had invaded Egypt* But that mi^ty 
conqueror was not able to deliver him 
out of the hand of Shklmanefer. The 
ten tribes, among whom the worfhip 
of God was extinguifbed, were carri- 
ed away to Nineveh, and being fcat- 
•tered among the Gentiles, were fq loft, 
that there is no longer any veftige of 
them to be found. Some few were 
left behind, who were mixed with the 
Jew6, and made a fmall part of the 
kingdom of Judadl. At this time hap^ 

715. pened the d«ith of Romulus, He was 39* 
' ever at war, and ever vidorious ; but 
in the midft <^ wars he laid the fouA'- 

714. datiom of rdiigmL and laws. A long 40* 

peace 
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A. C. peace afforded Numa his fuccefibr op- A. R. 
poftmutjr of finifliing the work. He 
femed the religion^ and civilised the 
finrage manners of the Roman people. ^ 
In-bistimecdonies from Corinth, and 
feme other cities of Greece, founded 
Sjrracufe in Sicily, Crotona, Taien- 
turn, and perhaps fome other cities in 
tfiat part of Italy, to which former 
Grecian c(Jonies, who had over- 
ipread the country, had already given 
the name of Great Greece^ Mean 
while Hezekiah, the moft pious and 
ri^teous of all the kings ftnce David, 

7x0. reigned in Jitdea. Sennacherib, fon 44* 
and fuccefibr to Sbalmanefer, befieged 
him in Jenifalem Mrith an innumerable 
hoft, ^ich was cut off in one night by 
the hand of an Angel. Hezekiah, de- 
livered in fo wonderful a manner, fcrv- 
ed God, with all his people, more 

698. faiflrfiilly than ever- But after that 56* 
prince's death, and under his fon Ma«> 
nafleh, the ungrateful people forgot 
God, and fell into many diforders. 

687. The popular ftate was then forming 67* 
among the Athenians, and tliey begun 
to eled annual ArchOns, the firft of 
whom was Creon. Whilft impiety in- 
creafed m the kingdom of Judah, the 
power of the kings of Aflyria, who 
were to be t«5 fcourges^ ^vanced un- 
der 
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A« C. der£far-baddo%thefonof Sennachperib.A. Bb 

68i* ffe united the kingdom of Babyion with 73.^ 

that of Ninevehy and equaled in the 

greater Aii^ the empire of the firft Af- 

677. fyrians. Under his reign the Cuthites, 77.. 

» Kings, a people of Affyfia^ afterwards called 

5i"'JJ* Ssunaritans, were fent to inhabit Sama- 

au ria. Thefe joined the worfliip of God 

to that of idob, and obtained of ££uv 

haddon an Ifraelitiih prieft, who taught 

them the fervice of the God of the ^ 

country, diat is, the ceremonies of 

the law of Mofes. God, not willing 

that his name (bould be utterly aboliih^ 

ed in a land which he had given to his 

xvh"*?* P^P'^ 1®^^ ^^ J^w ther« for a tcftimo- 

as/ftc' tty 5 but their prteft gave them only 

the books of Mofes,. which the twelve 

revolted tribes had retained in their 

fchiiin> The fcriptures compofed af^ 

terwards by the prophets, who facrific^ 

ed in the temple, were had in detefta- 

tion amongft them ; which is the reafon. 

«he Samaritans feceive only the Penta<- 

teuch to this day. 

While Efar^haddonand theAflyr ikns 
werefo powerfully eflablifhing them- 
felves in the greater Afia, the Medes 
J>egun alfo to render themfelves coitfi*^ 
derable. Dejoces their firft king, named 
Arphaxad in fcripture, founded the 
flately city of £cb%tan, and laid the 

found- 
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A. C. foundations of a great empire. They A. R« 
had placed him on the throne to crown 
his virtues, and to put an end to the dif* 
orders which anarchy occafioned among 
them. Conduced by fo great a king, ^^^^' 
they fupported themfelves againft their j^'^J 

. neighbours, but did not extend their 
dominion* Rome was advancing, but 
671* weakly. Under Tullus Hoftilius her 8 J* 
third king, and by the famous combat 
of the Hoiatii and Curiatii, Alba waa 
conquered and deftfoyed. Its citizens 
incorporated in die victorious* city, con- 
fiderably enlarged and ftrengthened it. 

. Romulus was tfie firft who had pra^tf- 
ed this method of augmenting the city, 
into which he admk^ the &d)ines and 
other conquered nations. They forgot 
their defeat, and became loyal fubje^. 
RoofiCy I^ extending 'her conquefts, 
formed her ioMiery; and under Tullus 
Hoftilius fhe be^m to learn that excel- 
lent difcipline which rendered her af- 
terwards miftrefs of the world. The 
670* kingdom of Egypt, weakened by its 84- 
long divifions, was recovering under 
Pfammeticus* This prince, who owed 
his crown to the lonians and Carians,- 
allowed them to fettle in Egypt, till. 
then fhut up to ftrangers» On this oc- 
calkm the Egyptians entered into com- 
merce with the Grecians \ and from 

this. 
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<A* C. this tioie likewif^thehiftoryofEgypty^A. K«. 
hitherto mixed with pompous ^bles 
through the artifice of the priefls, be* 
Herod, gins, according td Herocbte, to have 

' '* ^' fome certainty. Mean while the kings 
of Aflyria wer« growing more and more 
formidable to aU the £^ft« Saofiluchifly 
fon of Eiarrhadden, calkd Nabuchod- 
donofor in the book of Judith, defeat-* 

657* ^^> in a pitched batde, Arphaxadking 97* 
of the Medea. Fhiflied with this fuc- 
ceia, he undertook the conqueft of tke 

656. whole eard). With this deitgn he paff- 98* 
^ ed the Euphrates^ and raraged all be- 
fore him as f»r as Judea. The Je^ 
had provoked God, by ^ta% them- 
fetves up to Idolatry^ alter the example 
of Manaileh ; but ^ they Ji^ repentad 
with that prince, wherefore God to<lk 
tiiffitn alfo into his prote£Hon« The 
conquefls of Nabuchodonofor aitd 
Hcd^emes his general, were (fto^ 
ped all at once by the hand of a 
woman. Dejoces,- diough beaten by 
the AiTyrians, left his kmgdom in a ^ 
condition of advancing under fab foe- 
cefibrs. Whilft Phraortes, and Cyax-' 
ares the fon of Phraortes, fubdued Per- 

6^2. ^9 ^<1 pufhed their conquefb in the 11 2' 
le(fer Alia, as itu- as the banks of die 
Halys, Judea 4>ehdid the wicked reign 

641* of Amon, tbe fon of Manafieb^ p^s iij. 

away : 
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A* C. away v- and Jofiah the Ton of Amen, A» IL 

I wife from a child, laboured to repair 

' the breaches made by the impiety pf 

the kmgs his predeceiTors. Rome, 

I* whofe king was Ancus Martius, fub^ 

dued fome of the Latins under his 

coodud ; and continuing to make citi* 

zens of her enemies, ibut theiii up 

within the compafs of her walls. Thp 

people of Veii, already weakened by 

\ 626* Ron^ulus, fufFerednew loiles* Ancus I29« 

pulh^ his- (;onquefts as far as the neigjb- 

bourii^.fea^ and built the dty Oftia at 

the mouth oX, the Tiber. At this time 

I the kingdom of Babylon was iiwaded 

by Nabopolaflar. That traitor, ^hooi 

^ Ounaladan, otherwife Sarac, bad made 

general of his armies .agaipft CjraxaieB . . 

£big of the Mede$, joined Aftys^ 

^ fon of Cyaxares, took Chinaladan io 

Nineveh, deftroyed that great qity £» 

Jimg miflrefs of the £aft, and mpqnte4 

^ his matter's thrcme. s Under this angir 

I }>itieu& prince Babylon fwelled wifii 

I pride. Judea, whit^ impiety increafed 

I beyond meafure, had every thing to 

624* fear. Good king Jofiah, by bis pro* 130. 

found humility, fufpended for a Uttle 

€bepuniflimeiiC his people had deferved \ 

f v6io. l>ut the evil waxed greater under hi$ 14^ 

607. children. Nebuchadnezzar IJ. more 147^ 

terrible than )m father NabopoIaiT^r, 

^ fuc- . 
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A. C. fucceeded him. That prince, bred up A-- R^ 

in pride, and continuaUy exercifed in 

war, made prodigious conquefts both 

in the Eaft and Weft ; and Babylon 

threatened the whole earth with flavery. 

It» threats foon took effed with regard 

to the people of God. Jerafalem was 

given up to the haughty conqueror, 

who took It three feveral times : firft, 

in the beginning of his reign, and fourth 

yeir of the reign of Jehoiakim, from 

• whence are dated the feventy years of 

Jtf.ixy.the Babylonifh captivity mentioned liy 

^ "^ the prophet Jeremiah : the fecond time 

'under Jechonias, or Jehoiachin, fon 

599. of Jehoiakim ; and the laft time under 15 <^, 

Zedekiahy when the city was razed to 
598, the ground, the temple redu(5ed to 156* 
aihes, and the king carried captive to 
Babylon, with Seraiah the high-prieft, 
H and the greateft part of the people. 

^ The moft eminent of thofe captives 

V were the prophets Ezekiel and Daniel. 

Among them likewife are to be counted 
die three young men, whomNebuchad^ 
nezzar could neither force to worfbip 
hb image, nor had power to deftroy by- 
fire. Greece was now flourifhing, and- 
the feven wife men were rendering 
594. themfelves illuftrious. Some time be- i6o.< 
fore the defolatioii of Jerufalem, So- * 
lo% one of thofe fevea fages, gave 
"^ law* 
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A^ C. laws to the Athenians, and eftablilhed A. IL 
liberty upon the foundation of juftice : 

578. die Phocians of Ionia carried their firft jyg, 
colony to Marfeilles. Tarquinius Pri* 
feus, kii^ of Rome, after having fub« 
je£led part of Tufcany, and adorned 
the city with magnificent works, ended 

566. his reign. In his time the Qauls, con- |gg, 
duSed by Bellovefus, poffeffed them- 
felves of all the countries of Italy adja- 
cent to the Po, while Segovefus hisi ^ 
brother led another body of the fame 
nation a great way into Germany. 
Servius TuUius, Tariquin's fucceiTor, 
inftituted the Cenfus, or lift of the ci*- 
tizens difpofed into certain clafies, 
whereby that great city was regulated 
as a private family. Nebuchadnezzar 
beautified Babylon, which had enrich- 
ed itfelf by the fpoils of Jerufalem and 
the Eaft : but it did not long enjoy 
them. That king, who had adorned 

562. it with fo much magnificence, few up- iq^^ 
on bis death-bed the approaching ruin of Abyd. 
the haughty city. His fonEvilmero-JP^*^^"- 
dach, having rendered himfelf odious ixiPrip, 
by his debaucheries, had not reigned E^.c* 
long when he was flain by NerigUffor "^^' * 
his brother-in-law, vfho ufurped the 
kingdom. Pififtratus ufurped alfo the 

560. fovereign authority in Athens, which I94^ 
he found means to maintain for the 

fpace 
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A. C fpacc of thirty years, amidft a number A. R* 
of viciffitudes, and which he even .left 
to his children. Nerigliflbr could not 
fufler the power of the Medes, who 
were growing great in the Eaft, -and 
therefore declared war againft diem. 
While Aftyages, fon of Cyaxares I- 
was preparing for a vigorous refiftance, 
he died, and left the war to be carried 
on by Cyaxares II. his fon, called by 

559. Daniel Darius the Mede. This laft 195. 
ncMfninates for general of his army, 
Cyrus, the fon of Mandane his After, 
arid of Cambyfes kmg of Perfia, which 
was fubjed to the empire of the Medes. 
Tlie reputation of Cyrus, who had 
ifignalized himfelf in divers wars under 
Aftyages his grandfather, united moft 
of the kings <rf the Eaft under the 

548. ftandards of Cyaxares. He took Cre- 206. 
fus king of Lydia in his capital city, 
and made himfelf mafter of his immenfe 

J43, riches: hefubdued the other allies of 211. 
the kings of Babylon, and extended his 
dominion not only over Syria, but 
even a great way into the lefler Afia. 

53>8. At laft he marched againft Babylon, 2i6« 
took it, and fubjedled it to Cyaxares 
his uncle; who, no lefs ^touched with 
his fidelity than his exploits, gave him 
his (»ily daughter and heir in marriage. 

537. In the reign of Cyaxares, Danid, al* ^t*l. 

ready 
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I A;C ready honoured under the preceding A. R« 

reigns with fevcral heavenly yifions, 
I wherein he faw in manifeft figures fo 

L many kings and empires pa6 before 

r bun, lean^ by a new revelation thofe 

I fevoity famous weeks, in whkh the 

i times of tfic Christ, and the deftiny of 

the Jewilh peoj[de are unfolded. It was 
I weeks of years, fo that they contained 

\ 490 : and this way of reckoning was 

I common amongft the Jews, who ob- 

ferved the feventh year, as well as the 
feventh day, with a religious reft. 
I1J36. Some time after this vifion^ Cyaxares 218. 
died, as did aUb Cambyfes the fether 
of Cyrus; and that great man who 
^ fucceeded them, joined the kingdom of 
Perfia, till then but obfcure, to the 
kingdom of the Medes, which he had 
fo vaftly enlarged by his conquefts* 
Thus was he peaceable matter of the 
whole Eaft, and founded the greateft 
empire that had ever been in the 
world. But what is moft material to 
the connexion of our epochs, is, dut 
this great conqueror, in the firft year 
of his reign, gave his decree for re- 
building the temple of God at Jerufa- 
\ 1cm, and re-eftablifliing the Jews in 

r Jndea. 

I We mufl: ftop a litde at this period, 

which is the moft intricate of all an- 

^ cient 
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A^ C. ci^nt chrpnology, by reafcm of the dif- A. !t% **. 
. ficulty of reconciling profane with fa* 
cred hiftory. You have doabtlefi. 
Sir, already obferved, that what I re* 
late of Cyrus, is very different from 
what you have read oS. him in Juftin ; 
that he does not fpeak a word of the 
fecond kingdom of the AfTyrians, nor 
of thofe famous kings of Affyria and 
Babylon, fo renowned in facred ftory \ 
and that, in (hort, my account agrees 
very little with what that author tells 
us of the three firft monarchies; namely, 
that of the Aflyrians finiihed in the per- 
fon of Sardanapalus, that of the Medes 
ended in the perfon of Aftyages, grand- 
father of Cyrus, and that of the Perfi- 
ans begim by Cyrus, and deftroyed by 
Alexander* 

To Juftin you may join Diodorus, 

with moft of the Greek and Latin au* 

. thors extant, who relate thofe pieces of 

hiftory in a different manner from that 

which I have followed. 

As to what regards Cyrus, profane 
authors are by no means agreed about 
his hiftory : but I thought I ought ra- 
ther to fcJlow Xenophon with St. Je- 
rom, thsm Ctefias a fabulous author^ 
whom moft of the Greeks have copied 1 

after, as Juftin and the Latins have the 
Greeks, and . even rather than Hero- 
dote himfelf^ though he be a mofl:^ ju- 
dicious 
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A. C. dicions writer. What determined me A. R, 
to this chcHce-was, that Xenophon's 
hiftory, more coherent and more pro- 
bable in itfelf, has this additional ad- 
vantage, that it is more conformable 
to fcripturc, which byreafon of its an- 
tiquity, and the connexion of the af- 
fairs of the Jewifli nadon^ with thofe 
of the Eaft, would merit to be pre- 
ferred to all the Grecian hiftories, al- 
though we did not moreover know, 
that it was diftated by the Holy Spirit. 
As to the three firft monarchies, 
what moft of \kft Greeks have written 
. (rf' them, has appeared doubtful to the 
Plat, in wifeft men of Greece. Plato Qiews 
Ti». jjj general^ under the name of the 
priefts of Egypt, that the Grecians 
were profoundly ignorant of antiquity : 
Arift. and Ariftotle has ranked amongft the 
Poiit. ▼•fabulous authors, thofe who wrote the 
Aflyrian affairs. 

The matter is, the Grecians were 
late of begimiing to write, and being 
willing to entertain Greece, ever cu- 
rious, with ancient hiftories, they 
compofed them from confufed me- 
moirs, which they .contented them- 
felves with putting in an agreeable or- 
der, without much minding the truth. 
And fure the manner, in which the 
three firft monarchies are ge/ierally 
I>" ranged. 
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A. C ransed, is evidently fabulous. For af- A* R» 
ter having ovei^rown the Aflyrian em^ 
pire under SardanapaluS) the Medes 
are brought upon the ftage, and then 
the Perfians ; as if die Medes had fuc- 
ceeded to ,the whole power of the Af- 
fyrians, and the Perfians had ^ftabUihed 
.^emfelves on th« ruin of the'Medes. 

But on . the contrary, it is certain 
that^ whm Arbaccs raifed the Medes in 
revolt a^tnft Sardanapalus, he did but 
fet them free, without fubje£ling to 
Herod, them the empire of Aflyria. mro* 
t I.e. dote, followed in tbis by the ableft 
' * chronologers, makes their firft king 
DejoCes apj^ear fifty years after their 
revolt \ and it is farther certain from 
the concurring teftimony of tliat great 
ifrnd. hiftorian and of Xenophon, not ta 
1- »• mention others, that during the time 
^^^ allotted to the empire of the Medes, 
v,n.&c. there were. in Aflyria feme very power- 
ful king^ who were formidable to the 
whole Eaft, and whofe empire Cyrus 
overthrew by the taking of,Babvlon. 

If then moft part of the Greeks, 
and of the Latins, who have followed 
them, fay nothing of thofe Babylonilb 
kings, if they allow no place to that 
great kingdom among the firft mpnap- 
chies, ot which they relate the fuc- 
ceifioni in ibort, i£y*we fiod Jitik or 

nothing 
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A. C nothing in thi^ir works cpncerning tfie A. IL 
famous kings Tiglath-pilefer, Shalma- 
nefer, Sennacherib, Nebuchadneszar, 
and many others fo renowned in fcrqp* 
ture, and in the eaftem hiftories ; we 
. muft impute it, either to the ignorance 
of the Greeks, who were more efo- 
quent in their narrations, than curious • 
in their enquiries ; or to our having 
loft what was moft authentic and exa& 
'in their hiftories. 

And indeed Herodotc had promifed i^^^* 
particular hiftory of the Affyrians,^!*^^^ 
which we have not got, whether it has 
been loft, or he has had not time to ' 
write it j and we may believe that fo ju- 
dicious an hiftorian would not have o- 
mitted the kings of the fecond empire 
of the Aflyrians, fince Sennacherib, who - 
Hen^ ^as one of them, is ftill to be fouTid 
^ * ' named in the books we have extant, of 
, that great author, as king of the Afly- 
rians and Arabians* > . 
StraK Strabo, who lived in the time of 
lib. XV, Auguftus, relate& what Megafthenes, 
an ancient author, who lived near the 
days of Alexander, had left in writing 
about tl>e famous conquefts of Nabu- 
chodonofor king of the Chaldeans, 
whom he makes to over-run Europe, 
penetrate into Spain, and carry his 
sums as far as the pillars of Hercules. 
D2 i£lia» 
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A. C. £Uan names' Thllgamus king of Af-A. 

MHm, fyria, who is, midoubtedly, the Til- 

ttftf A-g**' ^^ Tiglath of facred hiftory ; and 

Bim. c. wd have in rtolemy a catalogue of the 

»i. princes, who ruled ^ ^eat empires ; 

' among whom we find a long feries of 

kings of Aflyria unknown to the Gre- 

•ckms, asid whom *tis eafy ta reconcile 

with facred hiftory. 

it were too tedious to rehearfe what 

the Syrian annals, %vhat Berofus, Aby- 

denui, or Nicolaus of Damafcus narrate 

5bf.Ajjt.t0 us. Jofej^us and Eufebius of Cefafsea 

lib. ix. 4:. have preferved to us the precious frag- 

XI* ** t n^^nts of all thofe authors, as well as of 

cont. a great many others, that were com- 

Ap.£ttf.p]ete in their time, whofe teftimony 

Evw. confirms what the holy fcripture tells 

k. ' ^s concerning* the eaftern antiquities, 

and particularly concerning the Aflyri- 

an hiftory. 

As for the monarchy of the Medcs, 
to which, moft profane hiftorians give 
^hc fccond ' place in the catalogue of 
^eat empires, as diftin£l from that of 
the Perfians, 'tis certain that the fcrip* 
ture always joins them ; and you fee. 
Sir, that, befides the authority of the 
iacred bodes, the very order of the 
fa<Sts demonftrates, that it is to that we 
ought to adhere. 
The Medes before Cyrus, though 

pow- 



,y Google » 



An Uniwrlal Hiilofy. 53, 

A"- C. powerful and confiderable, were eclipT- A» R,. 
' ed by Ae greadiels of the kii^ of 
Babylon. But Cyrus having conquer* 
ed their kingdom, by die united force 
of Ae Medes and Perfians» whofe 
niafter he afterwards by lawful fuccef- 
fion became, as we have obferved af- 
ter Xenophon; it appears that the 
gi«atempire» whereof he was founder^ 
muft have taken its name from both 
nations ; fo that that of the Medes^ and 
that of the Perfians, were but one and . 
the fame thing, Though the Glory o£ 
Cyrus has made the name of the Perfi- , 
ans to prevail. 

We may likewLfe imaging) that be- 
fore the j^ar of Babylon, the kings of 
the Medes having extended their con- 
quefts on the fide of die Grecian colo- 
nies in Afia Minor, were by this means 
iamous among the Greeks, who afcrib-: 
ed to them the empire of the greater 
Afia, becaufe they knew none but them 
of ^1 the kings of the Eaft^ Yet the 
kings of Niniveh and Babylon, more 
powerful, but icfs known to Greece^ 
have been almoft quite forgot in what. 
Grecian hiftories we have extant ; and 
the whole time from Sardanapalus to* 
OfO'us, has been given to die Medes^' 
alone. 

Thus we need no longer to be at fii^ 
D 3 much 
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.A« C. much pains to reconcile, in this parti- A. 
ciikr<^ profene with facred hiftory. For 
m to what reganls the firft kingdonA of 
the AflyrianS) fcrlpture hints at it only 
■ by the by, and names neither Ninus^ 
the founder of that empire, nor, ex- 
cepting Phul, any of his/ucceflbrsj be- 
caufe their hiftoiy has no connexion 
with that of the people of God. As 
for tha fecond Afiyrians, the Greeks^ 
, have been either entirely ignorant 
of them, or through not knowing 
them fuftciendy, have confounded 
them with the firft. 

When therefore any one objcfi* 
thole Greek authors, who range the 
three firft monarchies according to their 
fancy, and make the Medes fucceed 
to riij ancient empire of Affyria, widi- 
o*it mentioning the new ooe,^ which the 
fcripture exhibits fo powerful ; we have 
only to anfwer, that they have net 
been acquainted with that part of hifto- 
ry ; and that they are no Icfs repugn 
nant' to the moft curious and bcft in- 
formed authors of their own nation,^ 
than to holy fcripture. 

And, what in one word cuts off 
the whole difficulty, is, that facred 
authors, being nearer, both in time pud 
fituation, to the «iftern kingdoms -y 
mriting, hefides, the hiftory of a people,. 

whoic 
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A. C wiiofe affairs are fo inlerwovcii with A/ R^ 
diofe of tht great empires, though they 
had no other than this advantage, m^ht 
befufScienttoiilence the Greeks, and 
tiie Latins who have copied after theoi' 
If, neverthelefs, fom ^ will perfift in 
Biaintaining that commonly recdved 
order of the three firft monardiies, and 
V^ to preferve to the Medes alone the 
iecond rank which is given them, they ^ 
will (ubjed to them the kings of Ba- 
bylon $ yet by owning that after about 
^ anhundred years fubje^on, thefercgain- 
ed theit liberty by a revolt, they fiwe 
m fomc raeaAire the coherence, of (a- 
cred hiftory, but agree little with the 
beft profane hiftorians, to whom holy 
, writis more favourable, in that it con^ 
ifemtly xmitea the empire of the Medes 
with that of the Perfians. 

But there ftiB remams to be difco- 
vered to you one of the caufes of the 
cbfcurity of thofe ancient hiftories, and 
it b this : as the kings of the Eaft af^ 
fumed feveral namesy or, if you will, 
feveral titles, which afterwards took 
place of their proper names j and as. 
different nations tranflated, or pro- 
nounced them differently, according to 
the refpe£tive idioms of each language, 
hiftories fo very ancient, of which 
there remain fo few authentic memoirs, 
D 4 muft 
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A, C. muft have been thereby very much ob^ A. I 
fcured. This confufion of names has 
doubtlefe caufcd a great deal ©f confu- 
fion in tilings thcnifelves, and in per- 
fons.; and hence proceeds the difficulty 
we find to fituate in the Grecian hifto- 
ty the kings who have had the name of 
Ahafuerus or AfTuerus, which was as 
much unknown to the Greeks, "^ 
known to the people of the Eaft. 

And indeed, who fliould think that 
Cyaxares were the fame name with Af- 
fuerus, compoimded of the word Ky, 
that is', Ix)rd, and Axares, which ma- 
nifcftly coincides with Axuerus, or Af- 
fuerus? Three or four princes hav« 
bore the name, though they had others 
befidcs. Were we not uiformed that 
Nebuchadnezzar, Nebuchadrezzar , 
Nabuchodonofor, Nabucnodrofor, and 
Nabopolaflar, are but one and the fame 
name, or the name of one and the fame 
man, we fliould have difficulty to bc^ 
lievc it ; and yet the thing is certain. 
Sargon is Seniucherib; Uzziah is A- 
zariah ; Zedekiah is Mattaniah j Joa- 
chaSp or Jehoahas, was aifo called Shal- 
lum; Ezar-h^ddoB, which is likewife 
wrote Afaraddon, or Afor-haddan, is j^^ . 
named Afenaphar bjr the Cuthites \ and ». 
b^ an oddity, of which we know not the 
origin, Sardanapalus finds himfclf named 

^1 
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A^ C. by the Greeks, Tonos Concolcros. One A» R 
might make out a long lift of caftem 
princes, who have, each of thi;m, had« 
fcveral different names in hiftory ; but 
' tis fujScient to have given you a general 
hint of the cuftom. Nor was it unknown: 
to the Latins, among whom titles and. 
adoptions multiplied names fo varioafly. 
Thus the title of Auguftus, and that, 
ofAfricanus, became me proper names 
of Cefar 0<^vianu8, and of the Sci- ^ 
pio's ; and thus were the Nero's Cefars.. 
The thingis undoubted^ and it is need- 
leis to dwell longer on lb allowed a 

^ f aa. 

" . I do not intend^ Sir,^ to trouUe- 

\ you any more with the difficult!^ of 

cbronolc^, which are very little ma- 
tedal to you. This, indeed, was of 
too great importance not to be cleared ^ 
F up- in this place ; and now having told 

I you what is fuffici«nt for our deiign, I. 

\ rjdTume the feries of our epochs. 

I^vni It waft then %\% years after the 
Epoch, fguodatitwi of Rome, 536. years before 
o/uie Jefus Chrift, tt the expiration of the . 
Jews re- 70 years captivity in Babylon, and the 

1 s^^" ^^^ y^"^ *^^ ^y*^ founded the Per- 
> age of fuui empire, that that prince, chofen of 
r *^« ^God to be the deliverer of his people, 
*^® • ai|d reftorer of his temple, put his hand: 
i 53^' t<^A« great work. Immediately after 2 1& 
PS the 
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A«C« the pnblkacion of this order, Zerub-A. K«- 
baM, tlw fon of Shealtiel, attended 
liyjefliiiat the fon of Joiadak^ the high 
prieft, brought back the captives who 
535* rebuilt the akar, and kid the fbunda-' 21^.^' 
tiont of the fecond temple* The Sa- 
maritanv jealous of their giorf , wanted^ 
to have a ifaare ift dib great work; and- 
S^r.jv. upon pr^ence diat they worfhiped ther 
*' 3' God of Krael, though they blended' 
his worffaip vdth that of their falfe 
gods, they bcfougiit Zerubbabei to per- 
mit tbem to rebuild the temple of God 
with him. But the children of Ju- 
dah, who abhorred their mixed wor-^ 
ikipt rejeiftedthe propofal.- The Sa-^ 
maritdns provoked, thwarted their de- 
fign by all manner of artifices and out- 
rages. About this time, Servius Tul- 
lius, after having eniai^ed Ae city of 
Rome, formed the fcheme of turmng it 
.533. into a commonwealth. But he was tit^ 
cut off in the midft of thefe thoughts, - 
by the ccunfti cf his own daughter, 
and command of Tarquin the proud^ 
his fennrnt'Iaw. That tyrant took pof- 
feflioa of the kkigdom, whereat lie cx-^ 
evdfed; a long time all manner of vio« 
knee. Mean while the^ eitipire of the 
Perfians continued advancing. Befide» 
thofe inunenfe provinces dt the greater 
j^, the whole i»ft coAOneM of ifte 

low- 
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A. C. lower Afia owned their fwaf^ tiieA.R* 

Ljrdians and Arabiaiis were fubdiied y 

5^5* ^^STP^ ^^ jealous of its fatws^ received 229* 

tbeirs. The conqueft of it was made 

by Cambyfes the fon of Cyrus. That 

522. brute did notloi^ furvivehis brother 232* 

Smerdis, whom an ambiguous dream 

cauCedhim to murder privately. Smer- 

dis the mage reigned (bme time ufl'*- 

der die name of Smerdis^ the brother of 

Cambyfes; but this impofture was fooi^ 

521. deteded. The feven chief lords con- 23^ 

ipired againft him, and cne of them 

¥/as placed upon the throne* This 

*»?^« was Darius, Son of Hyftafpes, who in. 

*: 159* ^^ infcriptioiis ftiled himfelf the beft, 
anjf'handfomcft of all men. Seveial^ 
marks difcover him to be the Ahafue* 
jAis of the book of Eftfaer, though it is 
not a fettled point. In die b^innir^ 
of his reign the temple was finifbed, 
alter various interruptions caufed by the 
jSttiiaritanai An irreconcilable hatred 
took place between the two natiQlb^ 
and ndtfaiog was more oppofite thaiv 
Jeru&km and Samafia* In the time 
^ Darias, commence the liberty of 
Rome and Adietis^ and the great glo^ 
ry of Oreece. Haraiodius and Anm-* 
gitoiiy Athenians* deliver their GO\j|mry 
tern Hipparchus, fen of Pififiratu% 
and sve flain by bia ^oxi&. Hippias* 
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A. €• the brother of Hipparchus attempts, in A. R. 
vain, to fupport his title. He is ex- 
pdkS ; and the tyranny of the family 
5.10. of Pififtratus is utterly aboliflied. The 244. 
Athenians, re*inftatedin their liberty, 
eredt ftatues to their deliverers, and 
re-eftablt(h the popular government. 
Hippias throws himfdf into the arms fA 
Darius, whom he finds already dilfx^* 
ed to undertake the conqueft of Greece^ 
and aU his hope now lies in his pro* , 
. te£tion. At the time he was expelled, 
Home alfo got rid of her tyrants. Tar- 
quia the proud had rendered the regal 
dignity odious by his oppreffion and vi- 
olence : the lewdnefe of Sextus his fon 
509. gave it the finifliing ftroke. Lucretta 445. 
deflowered, killed herfelf : her blood, 
and the harangues of Brutus, fpirited 
up ^e Romans. The kings were ba- 
nifhed, and confukr government efta* 
blifhed upon the plan of Servius Tul- 
iius ^ but it was fooa weakened by the 
jealoufy of the people. In the firft 
4 confulmip^ P. Valerius the conful, ce- 
lebrated for his victories, became fuf-* 
pedltedby hfs citizens; and to (atisfy 
them, *was obliged to enaft die law, 
which flowed an appeal to the people,* 
from the fei^e and confuls, in all cau^ 
fe^ wherein the puniihment of a citi- 
zen was c^mcemed. The expelleiji 
" '- Tar- 
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A*C. Tarquins found friends: the neigh-A. Rr 
bouring kings looked upon their ba- 
niihment as an Indignity offered to all 
crowned heads ^ lu^ rorfenna^ king 
of the Qufians, a people of Hetruria, 

507. took up arms a^inft Rome} which 147. 
being reduced to the laft extremity, 
andalmoft taken, was faved by the 
valour of Hojcatius Cocles* The Ro- 
mans performed wonders . in defence of 
tbeir liberty : Scevoh, a voung citizen, 
burned the band, which had mifled 
Forfenna \ Clelia, a young virgin, 
aAoniQied that prince by her refotution : 
Porfenna left Rome in peace, and thi» 

500. T^c|uins remained fuccourleis. Hip^ 254* 
pias, for whom Darius dedaied, had. 
ibnie better Hopes. Ail Perfta rofe in. 
his behalf, and Athens was threatened 

401. with a dreadful war. Whilft Darius^ 261* 
was making preparations, Rome, that 
had fo gallandy defended herfelf againft 
foreign powers^ had like to have faUen 
by her own hand : the jealoufy had re« 
vived. between the Patricians and Pie* 
besans-: the confular power, though, 
already moderated by the Vabriaalaw,. 
feemed ftili exorfaitastt to a people too 
jealous of their liberty; Th^ feceded 
to the Avendne mount : violent ofer* 
tiires proved fniitleis i nothing €0uld 
bring bs^ the peopkj but the calm 

xemfKH- 
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Av C. remonftnuices of Menenius Agripoa : A. R«. 
it was necefl&ty, however, to find 
ibme lenitives, swid to*granttfie jpeople 
toibuncs to defeitd them againft the 
fKmfuk. The law which inftituted- 
Ais rew ms^ftracy, was called the 
facred law ; and fiich was the rife of the- 
tribunes of the people. Darius had at 
laft openly broke with Gi^eecfe* Hb 
fen in law Mardonius, after ovcr-nin- . 
nmg Afia, thought to overpower the 
Grecians by his numbers :. but Miltia- 

490* des, with ten thoufand Athenians, de« ^f^J^ 
feated that vaft army in the plain of Ma- 
ntbon. Rome was beating all her 
enemies round about,- and Teemed tt» 
Iteve nothing to feaf but from herfelf.^ 
Coriolanus, a zealoits patrictan, and 
• the grcateft captain (he Iwri, being e»- 
pdled notwithftanding his fervices by 
the popular fa£Hon,. meditated the ruin 

48^. of Ms country, led on the Vblfci a- 26$* 

488. gainftit, reduced it to the iaft extre* 266r 
mtty, and nothing but his mother could 
appeafe him. Greece enjoyed not long 
the tranquillity which the battle of Ma- 
x' ntfion had procured her. \ci order ta 
strenge the affh>nt of Pei fia and Da- 
rius, Xerxes his <bn and fiicceffor, and 
erandfon of Cyrus byhis-mother Atof- 

480* ni, attacked the Grecians with i looooo 274^ 
fi^itifig men^ ijmo^ fij- 1700000) 

with^ 
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A. C< without reckonkig his navad force of A. IL 
I200 ihips. Loofiidas, king cf Spar^ 
ta, with no more than 300 men, kilK 
edhim aooTX>ofthem at-thcflrei^ts' 
o(TherniopyU», and bravely died with 
all his foHowers. By- the condud of 
Thenuftodcs the Athcmany Xerxes's- 
naval armament is- the fiune year db' 
feated near Salamis. That prince re-- 
pafled die Helleipont in confteri&tion ; 
4^9. and a year after, his-fcind'army, which 275^ 
Mardonius commanded^ is cut to pteoes 
ntgh Pktea, by Paufanias king of La** 
cedemon, and Ariftides the Athenian, 
fumamed die juft. The battle waft 
fought in the morning, and in the Qven-- 
ing of that famouii day, the Ionian 
Greeks, who had Ihak^n ofF die yoke 
of the Perfians, kflled thirty thoufand 
of them in the batde of Myc^e, tinder 
^ the condiid of Leo^chides. That ge- 
neral, to hearten his foldiers, totd* 
them, that Nbrdonius was juft deieat-- 
ed in Greece. Tlie news proved true, 
eidier by ^mt unaccountable effeftof 
fattie^ or rather by a lucky hit of con*- 
jeftuVe's and ^1 the Gpfecians of the 
leflfer Afia fet themfelves at Kberty*. 
That nation was gaining every where 
conliderable advantages ; and, a tttde 
before, the Gartha^ians,^ then power- 
' ■ ful> were beat in Sicily^ which the>^ . ' 

had 
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A. C. had invaded at the inftjgadon of the A. IL 
Perfians, Notwithftanding this ill fuc* 
ceis, they did not ceaTe forming new . 
deiigns upon an ifland» fo commodious 
for fecuring the empire of the fea». 
which was the great aim of their re- 
public. Greece enjoyed it then, but 
her attention was wholly turned upon 

47^* theEaft and die PerAand. Paufanias 277;. 
had juft freed the ifland of Cyprus 
from their yoke, when he conceived the 
defign of enflaving his country. AU^ 
his fchemes proved abortive, notwith- - 
ftanding the great promifes of Xerxes : 
the traitor was betrayed by him he lov- 
ed bfft, and his infamous afFedion 

474* coft him his life. The fame year 280- 
Xerxes was flain by Artabanus, cap-^«j.^* 
tain of his guards : either the pcrfi- ^ ' ^^ 
dious wretch wanted to mount his raor 
fter's throne, or elfe he dreaded the 
feverity of a prince, whofe crud orders 
he had not readily enough executed. 
Artaxerxes Longimanus his fon b^jan*. 

473- his reign, and £ortly after received a 281. 
letter from Themiftocles, who, being 
profcribedby his citizens, made him a 
proffer of his fervice againft the Gre- 
cians. He, well knowing how to prize 
fo renowned a captain, gave hiin a 
great appointment, in fpite of Ae jea— 

4&7. loufy Q^the Satraps. That magqanir 287^^ 

IDOU^ 
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A. C. mous prince pn>CeAed the Jews, andA. R* 
£cr.vu.inhis twentieth year, memorable for 
'^ its confequences, he permitted Nche- 
NT^m. "*^ to rebuild Jerufalem with her 300 . 
u. walk. This decree of Artaxerxcs 

diiFers from that of Cyrus, in that Cy^ . 

rus's related to the temple, and this 

was made for the city. At this decreey 

DaB. is. forefeen by Daniel, and mentioned in 

^5* his prophecy, die 490 jrears of his 

weeks commence. This important 

date has very folid foundations. The 

baniihment of Themiflodes is placed 

by Eufebius's chronicle, in the laft 

year of the 76th Olympiad, which 

anfwcrs to the 280th ctf Rome. Othes 

cbronologifls bring if" a little farthev 

down : l^e difference is inconfiderabl^ 

and the circumftances of time confira» 

Eufebius's date. They are taken from 

^hvcyd. Thucydides, a moft accurate hiftortan^ 

^ '- and this grave author, alihoft cotempo* 

rary, as well as fellow-dtizen, with 

Themiftocles, makes him write his 

letter in the beginning of the reign of 

Artaxerxes. Cornelius Nepos, an an* 

dent and judicious, as well as elegant 

Corn, author, admits no doubt of this date . 

Th^ft ^^^^ ^^^ authority of Thucydides ; an 

'argument fo much the more folid, that 

another author, ancienter ftill than 

Thucydides, entirely agrees with him. 

And ' 
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A*.C And t!iat is Chaixxi of Lampfiichus, A. iSt^- 
P<ut. is quoted by Plutarch ; said Piuterch 
^^' iiimfelf adds, that the araials, meaning 
thofeof Perfia, are omfonnable to thefe 
twoaistlArs. He docs not^ however, 
feUov them,, Imt gii^s us no reafon for 
it ;. and the hiftoriam, Vho begin die 
fctgn of Airtaxerxes etriit or nine years 
hter, are neither of uiat time, ner of 
fo great audioritf» It appears there^ 
fcre unqoeftionable, that its beginim^ 
s to be placed tovi^ards the end of the 
^i6th Olympiad, and near the 208di 
year of Rome, wherdyydte twendettl 
year of that prmce muft foil towardt 
file end of the St& CHympiad^ and 
about Rome's 3cath year. In fine^ 
thofe who caft the beginning of Arta^t^ 
ernes' reign lower, to reconcile authors, 
ate reduced tofuppok, itM his father 
had, at lettft, aflfociated him in the king-* 
dom, when Themiftodes wrote his 
letter i and whidi way 0<rer it k^ our 
date is afcertained. This foundation 
being laid, the reft of the computsation 
is eaiy, which the fequel will make 
etidendy appear. After the decree oC 
• Artaxerxea, the Jews laboured hard in 
rebuilding their city and its walls, as 
Daniel had foretold. Nehemiah con* Dan; n. 
duded the work with great prudence *S« 
and rei&lution,, amidft aU the oppofidr 

oa • 
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A* C. <»i made by tbe Samnrita m y Anri)t8fii, A. IL- 
and Ammooites* The peopkf ftram* 
cHifljr exerted themfclvesi and Eliaihib 
the high prieft animated them by his 
example. Mean time the new mtgi* 
ilratesi diat had been gh^en to the R.o» 
man people^ fomented the div]fion» of 
tbe city ; and Rosne^ formed under 
kin^ wanted the laws neceflavy for 
the good conftitution of a oommon* 
wealth. The reputation of Greete^ 
ftill more celebrated. for its goyemment 
than for its vidories^ moved the Ro^ 
mana to take foom tbenoe'their pa^' 
4^2. (enu So they fent deputies to ftu* 302* 

Sr tibelaws of the cities of Greece^ and 
pcdaUv thoie of Athens, which wem 
die motf agreeable to the ftate of their 

451. republic. Uponithis-modely tenabfiv 303. 
lute magiftrates^ who were created 
the year after under the name ofDe- 

450* ccmvirs, digefted the laws of the* 304. 
twrelVe tabki^ which are the founda* 
tbn of the Roman h w. The people^ 
charmed with the equity wtdi which 
they compofed them, (ufFered them to 
ingrofs the fiipremc power, which they 

449. u(ed in a tyrannical manner. Gxeat. 305;. 
commotions were now occafioned by 
the incontinence of Appius Claudius^ 
one of the Decemvirs, and by the mur- 
der of Virginia, whom, her father cbofe 

j!:athcc- 
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Ar C./athei" to* kill with his own hand^ than A, R*- 
fafter her to be proftituted to Appius's 
paffion. The blood of this fecond Lu- 
cretia rouzed die Roman people, and 
the Decemvirs were expelled. While 
the Roman laws were forming under . 
the Decemvirs, Ezra, a doftor of the 
law, -and NehemiaJi, governor of 
God's peopk, newly rc-eftablifiied in 
Judea, were reforming abufes, and ^ 
ifllbrcing the obfervance of the law 
>fcfc. of Mofes by their example as Well 
]^j^ as authority. ' One of the principal 
»uii«*3. articles of their r^fcH'mation was, to^ 
oblige all the people, and partfctdarly 
the priefts, to put away the ftrange 
wives, whomrthey had married contra-- 
fyto the law. Ezra put the facrei 
books into order, accurately revifed 
them, and coUefled the ancient me-- 
snpirs of the people of God, to com- 
pofe the two books of the Paralipome* 
na, or Chronicles, whereto he added 
the hiftory of his own time, which was 
finifhed by Nehemiah. Their books, 
conclude that long hiftory begun by 
Mofes, and ilKnterruptcdly continued? 
by fucceedmg authors down to the re- 
building of Jerufalem. The reft of fa* 
cred hiftory is not written in the fame 
order, while Ezra and Nehemiah 
were forming the laft part of that great^ 

work,. 
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A. C worky^erodote, by profane aut&orsA. R, 

. called the &ther of hUlory^ began to 
fofhlM:^ write, Thus the laft authors of (acred 
hiftory coincide with the firft authors 
of the Grecian hiftory j and when it 
begins, that of the people of God, to 
take it only from Abraham, included 

. already fifteencenturies. Herodotc could 
not make any mention of the Jews 

. in the hiftory he has left us ; and tbe 
Grecians had no need to be informed 
of any people but fuch as war, com- 
merce, or renown made known to 
them. Judea, which was btginning 
• • With difficulty to rife from its ruins, 

. attra&ed no regard. It was in thofe 
unhappy timet that the Hebrew tongue 
ceafed to be common. During the 
captivity, and afterwards by the com- 
merce the Jews were obliged to have 
with the Oialdeans, they learned the 
Chaldajc language^ which was \txy 
near a7kin to their own, and had af- 
moft the fame idiom. For this reafon 
they changed the ancient figure of the 
Hebrew letters, and wrote die Hebrew 
with Chaldaic characters, which were 
-more in ufe among them, and eafier to 
be formed. This change was eafy be- 
tween two neighbouring languages, 
whofe letters had the fame power, and 
differed, only in ihape.. From thattime 
* we - 
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A. C we find tbe hdhr fciipture among the A. R« 
Jews, only in CnakUic charaders ; but 
the Samaritans ever retainedLthe ancient * 
way of writing it. Their pofterity 
have perfevered in this pra£tice down 
to our days, and have, by that means, • 
preferved to us the Peatateuch, which 
is called Samaritan, in ancient Hebrew 
€hara(ders, fuch as we find on medak, 
and on sdl the monuments of ^ ages 
paft* 

The Jews lived pretty comfortably 
under the authority of Aitaxerxes. 
That prince, reduced by Cimon (fon 
of Miltiades) general of the Athenians, 
to make a fhameful peace, defpaired of 
conquering the Greeks by force, and 
now confidercd only how to profit by 
their divifions \ which were come to a 

Ejat height between the Athenians and . 
cedemonians. Thefe two ftates, by 
their jealcufy of. each other, divided 
42 1 . all Greece. Pericles an Athenian com- 32 j, 
menced the Peloponnefian w^r, during 
which Theramenes, Thrafybulus, and 
Alcibiades, Athenians, rendered them- 
/elves renowned. In it too Brafida:^ and 
Myndarus, Lacedemonians, died brtve- 
iy fiehtirrg for tlie^r country. This 
war haviilg laftcd 27 yews, ended to 
the advantage of Lacedemon, which 
^^ ^gaged on its iide Davius, fur- 
named 
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A. C. flamed die baftard, tbe Ton and Aicccf* A. R. 
404. for of Artaxcrxes- Lyfander^ cap- 350. 
Cain of the Lacedeoioman fleet, took 
Athens, and altered its form of go- 
vemment. But Perita fo<m perceiv* 
cd flie had rendered the Lacedemoni- 
40 1« ans too powerfuL They fupported the 353. 
young Cyrus m Us revolt ag^nft Ar- 
taxerxes hb elder brother, called Mne- 
mon <m account of his great memo- . 
«y, the fon and fucccffor of Darius. 
That young prince, (aved from con- 
finement and death by hk mother P^- 
Cads, meditates vengeance, wins die 
hearts of the Satraps by his endearing 
manner, over-runs the leQer Afia, 
marches to give battle to the king his 
-^:=^roAcT in the heart of his empire^ 
wounds him with his own hand, and 
too foon Ainking himfelf fure of the 
yidory, ^riflies through his own rafli- 
nefs. The ten thoafand Grecians who 
flawed his fortune, make that amaz- 
ing retreat, which was, in the end, 
C(»idu£bed by Xenophon, a great phi« 
jofopher and captain, who has wrote 
die hiflory of it. The Lacedemonians 
contiiiued their attacks upon the Per-r 
fian empire, which Agefilaus, king of 
3^. Sparta, made to trenri>k in the leflfer 25^* 
Afiaj hut the dividons of Gi'eece caBed 
him home 10 htsown country. About 

that 
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A. C. that time the city of Veii, the formi- A. it- 
dable rival, of Roine*s gloiy, after a 
fiege of ten years, and a great deal of 

394. .various fuccefe, was taken by the Ro- 360** 
jnans, under the conduct of Camillus. 
His generofity gained him alfo another 
conquefl. The Falifci, whom he be- 
fieged, furrenderedto him, being touch- 
jed with his fending them back their 
children, whom a fchool-mafter had ' 
delivered up into his hands. Rome 
would not conquer by treachery, nor 
take advantage of the perfidy of a vil- 
lain, who abufed the obedience of an 

391. Innocent age. A little after, the Galli 363. 
Senones entered Italy, and laid fiegc to 

390. Clulium. They gained over the Ro- 364. 
mans the famous battle of AUia. R<^ne 
was taken and burned. While the 
, Romans defended themfelves in the ca- 
pitol, their affairs were retrieved by 
Camillus, whom they had bani&ed. Myl*. !• 
The Gauls had remained feven nionthsjJjj*'jjf '^ 
- mafters of Rome, when being neceffa- 18*. 3ti. ' 
rily called elfewhere, they . withdrew 

371,. themfelves, loaded with booty.. During 383* 
the broils of Greece, Epaminondas the 
Theban fignalized him(^.lf by his equi- 
'. ty and moderation, as much as by his 
vi£lories. *Tis remarked of hiro, thftt 
he laid it down as an inviolable ruk, 
never to mal^ a lye, eveninjeft. His 

great 
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A. C. great aAions flilne forth in the laftA. R«: 
)rcars of Mnemon, and firft of O- 
chus. 

Under fo great a captain thcThc- 
bans are vidorious, and the power of 
359. Lacedemon k brought low. That of 39J. 
the kings of Ma^on begins with 
Philip die father of Alexander the 
great. Not>^thftanding the oppofidon 
of Odius and Arfes his fon, kmg$ of 
Periia, and die ftill greater difficulties 
created him in Athens by the eloquence 
ofDemofthenes, a powerful aflerter of 
liberty, that vi^lprious 'prince, in the 
fpace of twenty years, fubjefked all 
Greece, where the batde of Cheronea, 
which he gained over the Atheni- 
ans and their allies, gave him an ablb- 
338. lute power. In diat famous batde, 416. 
whilft he broke the Athenians, he had 
the joy to fee Alexander, at the age of 
eighteen, plunge through the Theban 
troops, or £paminondas*s difcipline, 
and among others, the Sacred Troop, 
called the Friends, which thought itfclf 
invincible. Thus mailer of Greece, 
and fupported by a fon of fo great hopes, 
he begun to conceive hi^er defigns, 
and meditated nothing lefs than the ru^ 
in of the Perfians, againft whom he was 
j^y. declared captain -general. But their 4.17. 
overthrow was rcferved for Alexander. 
£ In 
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A^ C. In^e midft of the folamutjes of a fe- A« iL 
cond inarriage, Philip was afTaffinated 
by Paufanias, a young man of a good 
3^6. %nily, to whom he bad not done ju^ 4jS» 
ftice. The eunuch Bagoas, in the fame 
year, kiUed Arfes, kingof Perfia, and 
gave .the kingdom to Darius, fon of 
A^fames* furnamed Codomannus. TW? 
pijnce, by his valour, challenges our 
aflent to the opinion/ in other refpe^ 
the moft probable, which makes hiin , 
id^fcended from the royal family. Thiis 
two brave kings begun their reigns to- 
gether, Parius, fon of Arfames, and 
Aglexander> fo/i of Philip, They Jook- 
ed upon each pthe;r with 9 jealous eye, 
aiid feemed born to djfpute the empire 
pf the w;orId.. But Alexander was will- 
ing to eftablilh himfelf, before he at- 
tacked his rival. He revenged the 
335- death of his father; he fubdued the re- ^jq, 
belliousnations, who defpifed hisyouth j 
he be^t jthe Greeks, who vainly at- 
tempted to wak? off the yoke ; and 
d^ftroyed Thebes, >vhere he (pared no- 
thing but the houfe^and defcendants of 
nndax, whofe odes were admired in 
•Greece. jPowerfuJ and.vijftorious he 
marchoB, after (o many exploits, at the 
334. head of the Grecians, againft Darius, 420, 
333- whom he defeats in three pitched bat- 421, 
SJX- tl^i enters triumphant iiito Babylon 42^ 



,y Google 



r 



An UniTcrfal Hiftory. 75 

JK. C. tmd Su£i» demoliflies Per&polis^ die A. R« 

330. ancient feat of the kings of Perfia, 424. 

327. puibes his conquefts as far as the In* 427. 
dies, and returns to Babylon, wliere 

324* he dies, in the 33d year of his age* 430. 

In bis time Manafles, brother of 
Jaddm the high prieft, raifed fome 
conunotions among the Jews* He bad 

333- married the dauduer of Sanballat a Sa- 421, 
maritan, whom Darius had made Sa* 
trap of that country^ Radier than put 
away this ftranger, to which the coun- 
cil of Jerufalem, and his brother Jad* 
dus, would oblige him, he embraced 
the fchifm of the Samaritans. Miny 
Jews, to avoid like cenfures, joined 
him. From that time he rcfolved to 
build a temple near Samaria^ upon . 
mount Gerizim, which the Samari^* 
tans accounted holy, and to make him- 
felf high-prieft of it. His father-in-« 
law, who was in great favour with 
Darius, affured him of that prince's 
prote6tion,-and the conTequences prov- 
ed iUU more favourable to him. Alex- 
332* ander arofe: Sanballat deferted his. 422* 
mafter, and carried troops over to the 
vi£lor8 during the fiege of Tyre. And 
thus he obtained all he wanted ; the 
te^iple of Gerizim was built, and the 
ambition of Manafles was (atbiied. 
The Jews, however, ftill faithful to 
.E2 the 
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•A. C. the Perfians, refiifed Alexander theA. R. 
fuccours he demanded of them. He 
inarched to Jerctfalem, breathing re* 
venge ; but his wrath was turned a- 
way upon feeing the high-prteft cofne 
out to meet him, with the priefts in ^ 
their ceremonial robes, preceded by all 
the people cloathed in white. He was 
ihewn fome prophecies, which foretold 
his viftories: the prophecies were 
thofe (rfDaniel. He granted the Jews 
all their requefts, and they obfervcd 
the fame fidelity to him, they had ever 
done to the king^ of Perfia. 

j26.>' During his conquefts, Rome was 428, 

025. engaged with the Samnites her neigh*- 429. 

324. hours, and had the utmoft difficulty to 430. 
reduce them, notWithftanding the va- 
lour and condud of Papyrius Curfor, 
the moft illuftrious of her generals. 
After the death of Alexander, his em-. 
pire was divided. Perdiccas, Ptole- 
my fon of Lagus, Antigonus, Selcu- 
^ cus, Lyfimachus, Antipater, and his 

324. ^ Caffander ; in a word, all his cap- 430. 
tains trained up in war under fo great a 
conquerour, thought to make them- 
frfves mafteps of k by force of arms. 

324. They facrificed to their ambition the 430. 

318. whole family of Alexander, his bro- 436. 

316. ther, his mother, his wives, his child- 438. 

-310. ren^ and hb very fifters: nothing was 444. 
- - to 
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A. C. to be Teen but bloody battles, and A. R. 

309. dreadful revxdudons. Li the midft of 445* 
fo flianv difordersy fcveral nations of 
Afia Minor, and the neighbourhood, 
fet themielves free, and formed the 
kii^doms of Pontus, Bithynia, and 
Pergamus. The goodnefs of the foil 
made them aft^-wards rich and power- 
ful. The Armenians too threw off at 
the fame time the Macedonian yoke, 
and became a great kingdom* The 
two Mithridates, father and fon, found- 
ed that of Cappadocia. But the two 
moft powerful monarchies that then 
arofe, were, that of Egypt founded 

323. by Ptdemy fon of Lagus, from whom 431^. 

312. proceed the Lagidar, and diat of Afia, 442. 
or Syria, founded by Seleucus, from 
-wh«n come the Seleucidse. The lat- 
ter comprehended, befides Syria, thofe 
yaft and rich provinces of the upper 
Afia, which compofed the empire of 
the Perfians. Thus the whole Eaft be- 
came fdijefl to Greece, and learned 
its language; while Greece itfelf was 
oppreffed by Alexander's captains. 
Macedon his ancient kingdom, which 
gav^ mafters to the Eaft, fell a prey to 
the firft comer : Caflander's fons drove 
each other out of that kingdom. Pyr- 

496. rhus, king of Epirus, who had feized 45 S. 
onpartofit, was expelled by Antigo- 
E 3 nus's 
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A. C. mis*s fon, Demetrius Poliorcetes^ A. If«. 

294. whom he expelled alio in bis turn: 460* 

289. He is himfelf driven out once more hy 465^ 

286. Xyiimachus, and L3rftfnachus by Se^ 468*. 

281. leucua, wbom Ptolemy Ceraunus^ be^ 473. 
ing expelled Egypt by his^ father Ptole- 
my \, treacheroufly murdered, notr 
withftanding the favours he had re- 

280. ceived from him. This perfidious •vil'' 474- 
lain had no fooner ufurped Macedoif, 
than he was attacked by the Gaiils^ 
and fell in a battle he fought with 

^79^ t'lcm. During the troubles of the 475*- 
Eaft, they came into the lefler Afia^ 
headed by their king Brennus; and 
iettled in Gallo-grecia, or Galatia, Tq 
.called from their name, whence they 
penetrated into Macedonia, which they 
ravaged, and made all Greece trem- 
ble. But their army periihed in the 
facrilegious attempt upon the temple of 

278. DeljAos. That nation was ever enter- 476.- 
prizing, but every where unfuccefsful. 

J183. Some years before the afFair of^Del-. 47 r.. 
phos, the Gauls of Italy, whom their |*o^y^ 
continual wars and frequent, viftories j^,^"' 
rendered the terrour of the Romans, " '^ 
were ftirred up againft them by the 
Samnites, the Brutians, and the netru- 
rians. They gained at firft a new 
viftory^ but fuUied the glory of. it by 
fulting t9 deadi fome ambafiador*. 

The. ^ 
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A, C The Romans fired with indignation, A. R. 
m^ch againft them, defeat them^ 
invade their territories, where they plant 

282. ^ colony, beat them twice more, fub- ^72. 
jeA one part of them, and reduce the 
other to fue for peace. After the eaft* 
em Gauls were driven out of Greece, 

277: Antigonus Gonatas, fon of Demetrius 477** 
Poliorcetes, who had reigned .twelve 
years in Greece, but little of that time 
in peace, made an eafy purchafe of 

a^D. Macedonia, Pyrrhus vras employed 474. 
elfewhere. Expelled that kingdom, 
he hoped to fatisfy his ambition by the 
conqueft of Italy, whither he was 
called by the TafeAtines. The battle^ 
which the Romans had won over them 
and the Samnites, left them no oehcr 
refource. He gained fome viftories over 
the Romans, which brought them very 

279*. low. The elephants of Fyrrhus afto- ^47S»- 
ni&ed them : but th6 conful Fabricius 
foon fliewed the Romans, that Pyr-^ 
rhus might be conquered. The king, 
and the conful feemed to difpute the 
glory of generofity, yet more than that 
I of arms : Pyrrhus gave up to the con- 

ful all • the prifoners without ranfom^ 
faying, ** That war (hould be made 
**with fteel, not with filver:'* and 

*7^* Fabricius fent back to the king, his 476» 
perfidious phyfician, who had come to 
£4 him 
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A. C. liim vrith an offer to poifon his mafter.A. R. 

In thefe days the Jewifh reli^on apd 
nation begins to be known among th^ 
i- Greeks, That people, well treated by 
the kings of Syria, lived quietly ac- 
cording to its own laws. Ant;iochus 
Theus, grandfon of Seleucus, fpread 
them over the lefler Afia, whence 
they extended thcmfdves into Greece, 
and €very where enjoyed the fame pri- JoT.Ant. 
vileges and liberties with the other citi-'["» 3» 
%ens. Ptolemy, fon of Lagus, had al- 
ready fetded them in Egypt. Under 
. his ion Ptolemy Phifiulelphus their 
\ Scriptures were turned into Greek, 
and dien appeared that celebrated ver- 
(ion, called the Septuagint. It was p^- 
formed by feventy old men, whom E- 
leazar the high-prieft hsid fent to the 
king, at his defire. Some will have 
it, that they tranflated no more than 
Tof.Aiit.the Pentateuch. The reft of the far 
'lib* ^^^^ books might afterwards have been 
xii. t. put i"t<> Greek for the ufe of tjie 
«. Jews, that were difperfed over Egypt 
and Greece, where they forgot not 
only their own ancient language, which , 

was the Hebrew, but alfo the Chal- , 

daic, which they had learned in their j 

captivity. They formed to themfelves \ 

a Greek mixed with Hebraifms, which 
j^ called the Helleuiftic lang,uagci and " ^ j 

in 1 
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A. C. in this both die Septuagint^ and theA. R? 
whole New Tcftamcnt are written. 
During this difperfion of the Jews, 
their temple was celebnited over the 
whole earth, and all the eaftem kings 
prefented there their ofFerings. The 
attention of fee Weft was fixed upon 
the war between the Romans and 

275. Pyrrhus. At length, that king was 479* 
defeated by the conful Curius, and re- 
palled into Epirus* He had not been 
long at reft there, when he propofed 
to ind^nnify himlelf on Macedon for - 

2.74. his ill fuccefe in Italy. . Antjgonus 48o. 
Gonatas was confined to Theflalonica, 
being forced to quit toPyrrluis all the 

Zrjz. reft of the kingdom. He again took cou* 482* 
rage, wlulft the reftlefs and ambitious 
Pyrrhus made war u|K>n the Lacede- 
monians and Argives. The twoadr 
verfe king^ were brought into Argos at 
one and the iame dme^ . by two oppo« 
lite fafiions, and two duFerent gatea^ 
A great* battle was fought in the city, 
where a mother Teeiog her fpn purfued 
by Pyrrhus, whonthe had wounded^, 
knocked out that prince's brains with 
a ftone. Ahtigonus thus rid of fuch 
an enemy, recovered Macedon,, wbicb^. 
after fome revolutions^ remaisiedin the 
peaceaUe pofieffion of his family. 
The Achcan league prevented .its 
E 5^ £^9Wth. 
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As. C growth in power. This was^the laft A. R* 

bulwark of theiibertir of Greece, and 

diis it jiirfts^- which produced her laft 

herbesr in Aratua and Philopemen. 

The Tarcntines, whom Pyrihus had 

amufed with hopes, called the Car- 

diaginians^to their aid after his death. 

But this fuccour proved of no ufe to 

llicm : they were beat wiA the Bni- 

tians and£amnite$ their allies. Thefe, 

after feventy two years <x>ntinual war, 

were forced to fid>mit to the Roman 

yoke. Tarentum quickly followed ~ 

them: the nei^bouring ftates could 

not hold out : and thus all the ancient 

nations of Italy werefubdued. The 

Gauls, often beat^ durft not ftir. Af-MyW 

tcr 480 years war, die Roman*, imd-,^'*' "' 

ing themfdves mailers fA Italy> began 

t» turii their eyes abroiid : they now 

conceived a. jealoufy of the Carthagi^ 

nislns grewing too powerful ' in their 

iKighboinFhood,by the conquers they 

were maJking^ in Sicily ; from whence 

ther had made an attack upon them^ 

ana upon Italy, by coming- to the af*^ 

fiftance of the l^enttnes. The re* 

public^ of Carthage commanded both 

ooafts' of' the Mediterranean. Befides 

that of Afnc, wbich flie almoft en^ 

ticely poiMedy flie had extended hen* 

fidf. Oft tbe«%>aa]ih fide through, the 

Streig^ts*. 
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A. C. Strei^bts. Thus miftrefs of the fea,A; R, 
and of commerce, (be had feized oa the 
iflands of Coriica and Sardinia. Sicily 
had difficulty to defend itfelf, and lu- 
ly was too nearly threatened not to be 
264. alarmed. Hence the Punic wars, 49^* 
notwithfbmding treaties, but ill ob- 
ferved on both fides, llie firft taught 
the Romans to fight upon the fea. 
They were prefently matters in an art 
which they were not acquainted with ; 
and theccmful Duilius, who fought the 
260. firft naval battle, gained it. R^ulus 494* 
259. fupported that glory,r and land^ in 495* 
256. Afric, ^vrfiere he had to engage that 49^* 
prodi^ous ferpent, againft which he 
was Obliged to employ has whol^. ar- 
my. Every thing yields: Carthage re^ 
~ duced to the \Sk extremity, is faved 
folely by the aid of Xantippus the La- 
255. orfemonian. Tho Roman general is am^ . 
beat and taken > but his captivity ren- 
ders him more glorious than his victo- 
ries. Being fentback, upon his parole, 
to negotiate an exchai^e of prifoners, 
he comes and maintains in the fenate 
the law, whicrh cut off all hope from 
fuch as fuffered themfelves to be taken, 
and returns to a certain death. Two 
dreadful ihipwreeks forced the Romans 
to abandon, once more, the empire of 
thefeato die Carthagi^uans* Vi(3:ogr 

jremain- 
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A» C. remained long doubtful between dte A. R« 
two nations, and the Romans were 
ready to yidd : but they repaired thea: 
041 .'fleet. One fmgle battie 4ecided, and 513* 
the conful Lutatius put an end to the 
yrar* Carthage was obliged to pay tri- 
bute, and to give up, together with 
Sicily, all the iflands that ky between 
Sicily and Italy. The Romans gained 
that whole ifland, except what belong- 
ed to Hiero king of Syracuie their J- 
ly. After the war was ended^ the 
Carthaginians had like to have been 
tuined by an infurre^on of their arn^. Poly*>. . 
They hadi according to their cuftosn,^^ *^f* 
compofed it of foreign troops, who re-Wu. L 
volted for their pay. Their cruel go- <• 
vernment caufed ahnoft ,all the cities^ 
of their empire to join thofe mutinous 
troops ; and Carthage, dofely befieged^ 
had been undone^ but fot Hamilcar^ fiir* 
named Barcas... He alone had fiipport- 
ed thelaft war. To him his cttiz^is 

238. owed alfo the viftory they got over Si6. 
the rebels: but it coft them Sardinia, 
which the revolt of their gakrifon kid 
open to the Romans. For fear of ih-Myfc^ 
volying herfelf in a new quarrel with^J' ^' 
them, Carthage yielded up, with re-sl!. 
luAance, that important ifland, and 
fubmitted to an augmentati^i of her 
' tribute. She now turned her^^oughts 

towards 
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I A. C. towank re-^ftahliihing her doininioQ in A. R. 
I Spain, which had been fhaken by the 

230* revolt. Hamikar paflcd into dut pro- 524. 
vioce with his foo Hanmbal^ then but 
nine years old; and there fell in a bat- 
tle* During nine years that he car- 
ried on die war there with equal con- 
dud and courage, his fon was fonnii^ 
. under fo great a captain, and at the 
fame time imbibing an implacable ha- 
tred to the Romans. His kinfman Af- 
drubal.was appointed his £uher's fuc-* 
i ceflbr. He governed his province with 

[ a great deal of prudence, and built in 

I it New Guthage, which held Spain 

k in fubjedion. The Romans were en- 

[ &fl^ i^ ^ "^^^^ ^^ Teuta Queen of 

' filyria, who exerdfed piracies all aloi^ 

the coaft with impunity. Fluflied 
I widi the booty ihe made of the Greeks 

I and pec^le of Eporus, (he defpifed the 

I . Romans, and put their ambalGulor to 

death. But flie was loon humbled : 
2^- the Romans left her nothing but a 515. 
2^v fmall part of Blyria, and gained the 5^6. 
ifland of G)rfu, which that queen had 
ufurpcd. They then caufed themfelves 
to be refpei^ed in Greece by a (blenin 
^ embafly, and this was the firft time 

their power was known diere» Af- 
Myb* drubal's ^^t procrefi ^ve them fome 
€^'%u }^^Yi "Hit the, Gauls ^ Italy divert- 



,yGoogle 



%6 JfetrnivcrfalHlftbty. 

A. C. ed their Attention from the afiairs of A. l6* 
Spain. Five and f6rty years had they 
remained quiet. The youth, who had* 
Jt* ^' grownup in that time, thought no more 
ai! ^' of paft lofles, bat began to threaten 
Rome. The Romans^ in order to at- 
tack with the more fecurity liich tur- 
bulent neighbours, iirft made fure of the 
Carthaginians. A treaty was conclud- 
ed with Afdrubal, who engaged n6t 
224.^6 pafs beyond the Ebro. Th^ wir 530.- 
between the Romans and Gauls was 
carried on with fury on both fides : 
the Tranfalpines joined the Cifalpines : 
all were beaten. Concolitanus, orfc 
. of the Gauliih kings, was taken in 
•battle: Aneroeftiis, another king, kiU- 
ed himfelf. The Romans, vi£boriou», 
paflcd'the Pb for the firft time, be- 
ing refolved to jftrip the Gauls of the 
hnds adjacent to that river, of which 
they had been in pofleffion fot fo 
ii20. niany ages. ViftOry followed them, 534^' 
wherever they went: Milan was tak- 
en ; almoft the whole country Was fub- 
jcfted. About this time Afdrubal died ; 
and Hannibal, though but five and 
twenty vcars of age, was miade choice 
of to fill his place. From that mo- 
ment war was foref^en. The new 
governor und^ook openly to fubdue 
Spain) vithottt ady regard to treaties. 

Then 
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JBL C Then Rome heard the complaints of A. RV 
21 g* Saguntum her ally. Roman ambaflk* 535. 
dors go to Carthage. The Cartha- 
ginians, now recovered, were no long- 
er in the humour of yielding. Sici- 
ly fnatched out of their hands, Sar^ 
dinia unjuftly taken from- them, and 
the augmented tribute,- ftuck deeply 
in their ftomachs. So the fa^on that 
was for abandoning Hannibal,* found 
•itfelf but weak. That general had 
his eyes every wheres. dome fecrct 
embaffies had afiured him of the Gauk • 
of Italy, who, no longer in condition - 
to attempt any thing by their own 
ftrength, embraced this opportunity 
ef retrieving themfelves; Hannibsa 
crofles the Ebro, the Pyrenees, the 
whole Tran&lpiAe. Gaul,, the AIp^ 
and falls down, as it were in a mo^- 
ment, upon Italy. The Ganis do not 
fail to ftrengidien his army, and make 

2.18, a laft effort for their Bberty. Four 536. 

2x7. 4»tdes loft threaten the fall of Rome. ^37. 

Z16. Sicily fides with the conqueror;^ Hie* ^38, 

215. ronymiis^ kbg of? Syracufe,- declaret ^13^. 

212. agamfl the Romsuis : almofl all Italy j^2« 
abandons them ; aud the lait refource s . 
of the republic feems cut off in Spain 
vriA the two ScipiVs. In fudi extre»« 
mities Rome 01^ its prefervation to 
three great m«n* Theconftaacy of 

Fa- 
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A* C Fabius Maximus^ who» defpifmg po- A. R^ 
pular c]amoun« made war by way of 
xetreat^ was a bulwark to lus country* 

214* MarceUus, who raifed the fiege (rf No^ 540* 

212* la, and took S)rracufe) infjMred the S4««- 
troops with new vigour by diofe adi:- 
ons. But Rome, ^ough ihe admired 
thefe two great men, thought flie faw 
fomewhat ftill greater in the young 
Sdpio. The wonder&l fucceis of his 
counfels, confirmed the entertained o- 
pinion, that he was of race divine^ 

21 !• and that he converfed with the gods. 543. * 

2io-At the age of four and twenty,, he 544* 
undertakes to go into Spain, where h» 
fadier and uncle had juft before loft' 
their lives : he attacks New Carthage,, 
as if he had aded by iofpiration, and 
his foldiers carry it at the iirft afl&ult* 
All diat fee him are won over to the 

206< Roman people : the Carthaginians give 548*. 
. up Spain to him : upon his arrived in 

203* Afric,. kings fubmit to him : Cartbaget SSI* 
trembles in her turn,- and fies her ar- 
mies de&ated. HannibBl, fixteen years 
vidorious, is in vain called home, and 
^lannot defend his country t Scipio ^vea. 

202. law to it ; thename of Africanus is his 552*. 
reward. The Roman people havii^ 
humbled the Gauls and Afriaais, fees 
nothii^ more to fear, and henceforth 
ssakes^war .MOth hazard* 
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^4f C. In the middle of the firft Punic vnr^A^ R. 
250. TlieodaCiis^govemourofBadria^with- 504* 
drew a thmfand cities from the obedi- 
ence or Antiochus, fumamed Theus^ 
fon to Antiochu$ Soter king of Syria. 
Almoft all the £aft followed this ex- 
ample. The Parthians revolted under 
the cotiduA of AriaoeSf chief of the 
houfe of the .Arikcidae, and founder 
of an empire, which extended by 
d wees over all the upper Afia. 

The kings of Syria and Egypt, 
bloodily fet againft each other, medi- 

. tatedv nodiing but mutual deftru^on, 
cither by force or. fraud, Daoufcus 

\ and its territory, called Celo^Syria, 

which was frontier to both kingdgnis, 

was the fubjoft of their quarrels, and 

theaffiurs of Afia were eQtirely difUnft 

. frcmi thofe of Europe. 

Daring all thefe times philofbphy 
flourifhed in Greece. The Italic and 
Ionic feds flored it with great tnen, 
amcmgft whom crept in a number of 
extravagants, whom, however, Greece, 
fond of novelty, hoix>ured with the 
name of philofophers. In the time of 
Cyrus and Cambyfes, Pythagoras com- 
menced the Italic (eA in Great Greece, 
in the neighbourhood of Naples. Much 
about the fame time Thales the Milefi- 
an formed the Ionic k&. Thence 

fprung 
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A.- 1. fpfung thofe great philbibpfiers, Hera- A*! 

- clitus, Democritus, Empedocles, Par- 
menides; AnaxagoraSj who, a little 

' before the Peloponnefian war,- demon* 
ftrated* thfe world framed- by an eternal 
fpiM 5 SocrateSj who, a little after 
brou^t back jAilbfophy to the ftudy 
of gcxid manners, and was the parent 
of moral philofophy ; Plato his dif- 

'.eiple, head of the academy ; Ariftofle 
Plato's fcholar, and preceptor to A- 

t lexailder, chief of the Peripatetics ; 
under Alexander*^ fucceflbrs, Zeno,, 

' called the Gittian, from a town in the 
ifle of Cyprus^ where he was borh, 

' chief of the Stoics 5 and' Epicurus the 
Atheniiin, head of the philofophcrs 
named after him : if, indeed, we may 
ftilfc thofe men philofophcrs, who open- 
ly denied a providence, and qmte igno- 
rant of nioral duty, defined virtue by 
pleafure. We may reckon among the 
greateft philofophcrs Hippocrates, the 
father of phyfic, who fhone amidft the 
reft: in thofe happy days of Greece. 
The Romans had at the lame time an- 
other Icihd of philofophy, which did 
by no means confift in • difputations, 
and difcourfes; but iii frugality, in 
poverty, in the labours of a rural life, 
and in the toils of war, they placing 
Aeip glory in that oi their country,. 

andi 
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^fk.^ 'C« and of the Roman name : which at A. R, 
length rendered them mafters of Italy 
and Carthage. 
13CE. In the 53 id year frooi the founda- 
1^^^ tion. of Rome, about 250 years after 
or the' the foundation of the Periian monar» 
^gj^chy, and %02 before Jefus Chrift, 
tliage!" .Carthage was fubjeded to the Romans, ^^-z, 
ao2. Hannibal, however, continued to raife 
them up enemies under-hand, where- 
ever he could : but he did only draw 
all his friends, both old and new,' into 
the ruin* of his country and his owti. 
198- By the vi£^ories of the conful Flamim- 556^ 
,196. "^9 Philip king of Macedon, an ally ' 558* 
of the Carthaginians, was humbled, 
the other kings of Macedon brought 
low, and Greece freed from their yoke. 
The Romans attempted to procure the 
deatli of Hannibal, whom they found 
ftill formidable, even after his over- 
195. throw. That great captain, forced 559* 
to fly His country, ftirred up the Eaft 
agatnftthem, and drew their arms in- . 
^2« toAfia. Through his powerful, per- 561.- 
fuaftons, Antiochus, furnamed Mag- 
' nus, king of Syria, became jealous of 
dieir power, and made war upon them : 
but in carrying it on he did not follow 
the counfels (^Hannibal, who had en- 
. gaged him in it* Beat by fea and land, 
IkCLreceived-the terms tmpofed on him 
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A* C. by the conlul Lucius Sc^io, hrotfaer A. R» 
of Scipio Afrtcanus, and was confiiied 

182. to moun^ Taurus. Hannibal havii^ 57^ 
fled for refine to Pnifias king of Bi- 
thynia, efcaped the hands of the Ro* 
mans by Poifon. They are now dread- 
ed all over the earth, and will no lon- 
ger fuiFer any other power but theirs. 
langs were c^liged to give them their 
children as hoftages of their fidelity. 
Antioch'us, afterwards called lUuftris,. 
or Epiphanes, fecond Ton of Antioclius -- 
Mi^us king of Syria, remained a long 
lime at Rome in that quality : but 

) 76-* about the end of the reign of Seleucus 528. 
Philopator, his elder brother, he was 
reftored ; and the Romans would have 
. in his ftead, Demetrius Soter the king's 

X75. fon» then ten years of s^e. In this 579* 
critical junfiure^ Seleucus died; and 
Antiochus ufurped the kingdom ctf 
his nephew* llie Romans were in-* 
tent upon the affairs of Macedont 
where Perfeus was difturbing his neigh* 
hours, and would no longer ftana to 
th^ conditions impofed on his father . 

173* king Philip. Then begun theperfe- 581. 
cutions of the people of God. Anti* 
ochus niuftris reigned like a mad-man : 
lie bent ail his fiiry againft the Jews, 
and attempted to deftrdy die temple, 
the law of MoieS| and the whole nati- 
on* 
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A.C. on. The autKority of the Romans A. R. 
I 171. kept him from making himfelf mailer 583* 

of Egypt. They made war upon Pcr- 
I feus, v^ being readier to undertake 

j , than to execute, loft his allies by his 

CGvetoufiiefey auod his armies by his 
168. cowardice. Vanquilhed by the conful j;8(. 
Pautus .d&nilius, he was forced to fur* 
render hunfelf into his hands. Gentius 
king of lUvria his ally, reduced in 
thirty days by ^ Pretor Anidus, had 
j jttft flEiet with a like fate. The king- 

d(Mn of Macedon, which had ftood 
feven hundred years, and had near two 
hundred ^ven maflers, not only • to 
Greece, but even to the whole £aft, 
watt now no more than a Roman pro* 
I Vince. Thefuryof Antiochusincreaf- 

ed againft God's people. Then do we 
fee, the noble ftand made by Mattathi- 
as die prieft, of the race of Phindias, 
167* and imitator <tf Ins zeal ; the imun^H* '587. 
1 66. ons he gives on his death-bed for the 588. 
I fsGfety of his people ; the vidories of 

I Judas Maccabeus his fon, notwithftand- 

ing the infinite number of his enemies ; 
the rife of the family of the Afmone- 
ans, or Maccabees; the newdedica* 
165* tion of the temple, which the Gentiles 589. 
164. had profaned, the pontificate of Judas,' 590* 
and the ^ory of the'priefthood reftored \ 
the death of Antiochus befitting his 

im- 
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A. C. impiety and pride ; hb feigned conver- A. IL • 
fion daring his laft iUneis, and the un- 
appeafed wrath of God upon that 
haughty king. His fon Antiochus 
Eupator, yet a mipor, fucceeded him, 
under .the guardianfhip of Lyfias his 

g^vernoun During this minority, 
emetrias Soter, who was at Rome 
as an hoftage, thought he might get 
himfelf reftored ; but be could not pre- 
vail with the fenate to {&A him back 
into bis idngdom : the Roman policy 
x63« chofe rather an Infant king. Under 59 x* 
Antiochus Eupator the perfecution of 
" God's people, and the vi^ories of Ju- 
162* das Maccabeus continue. Divifion 592* 
takes place in die kingdom of Syria* 
Demetrius makes his efcape from Rome ; 
his people acknowledge him ; the 
young Antiochus is put to death with 
Lyfias his tutor. But the Jews are 
no b^er treated under Demetrius, 
than they were under his predecefibrsi 
and he meets with the fame fortune ; 
his generals are beat by Judas Macca- 
beus \ and the hand of the haughty 
Nicanor, which he had fo often ftretch- . 
ed out againft the temple,is hung upbe- 
,l6t. fore it. But not l<mg after, Juda», over- 593. 
, powered bv numbers, was flain fighting 
with aftomfliing bravery. His brother 
Jonathan fucceeds to his qoomiand, and. 

fupports 
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A. C. fupports his reputation. Though re- A. R. 
duced to extremity, his courage never 
. failed hin^ The Romans, fond to 
humUe the kings of Syria, granted the 
Jews their protection, asalfo the alli- 
ance which Judas had fent to requeft 
• of them, yet without any fuccours ; 
however, the glory of the Roman 
name proved no fmall fupport to the 
154, diftreffed people. The troubles of Sy- 6c Oi 
ria increa&d daily. Alexander Balas, 
who boafted himfelf the fon of Antio^ 
chus Bluftris, was placed upon the 
throne by the people of Aotioch. The 
iings of Egypt, perpetual foes to Sy- 
ria, fomented its diviitons, in order to 
profit by them. Ptolemy Philometor 
fupport^ Balas : the war was bloody : 
ija Demetrius Soter was killed in it, and 604^ 
left to revenge his death, only two 
young princes, yet under age, Deme- 
trius Nicator, .and Antiochua Sidetes. . 
Thus the ufurper remained in peaceable 
pofleffion, and the king of Egypt gave 
him his daughter Cleopatra in marri- 
age. Balas, nowfancying himfelf be- 
yond all danger, plunged injto debau- 
chery, and drew upon himfelf the 
150. contempt of all his fubje<Ss. At this 604^ 
*Mac. time Philometor judged the ^famous 
'^•** procefs, which the Samaritans raifcd 
;^ainftthe Jejys. Thofc fchifmatics, 

cv^y 
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A.C ever fetagsdnft the people of God, ne- A. R. 
vcr failed to join their enemies; and, JoCAbu 
in order to pleafe Antiochu* Illuftris "**• 7* 
167* their perfecutor, had dedicated their ^g^^ 
temple on mount Gerizim to Jupiter 
Hofpitalis, Notwithftanding this pro- 
fanation, thofe impious wretches had 
the boldnefs, (bme time after, to nuun- 
tain, before Ptolemy Philometor at ' 
Alexandria, that this temple ought to 
be preferred to that of Jeru&lem. The 
parties debated it before the king, and 
engaged on both fides, upon pain of 
death, to make good their pretentions, Tof.AntJ 
from the exprm terms of .the law of "*»•»"• 
Mofes. The Jews gained their caufe, ^' ^ 
aiid the Samaritans were punilhed with 
death, according to agreement. The 

^ • .fame king gave pcrmiffion to Onws,,!^*** 
of the prieftlyrace, to build in Egypt 
the temple of Heliopolis, after the mo«> 
del of that of Jerufalem : an under- 
taking which was condemned by the 
whole council of the Jews, and judged 
contrary to the law. In the mean time 
Carthage was beftirring herfelf again* 
beii^ unable to bear the laws which 
Scipio Africanus had impofed on her. 
The Romans ref<Jved her total over- 
148* throw, and the third Pvnic war was 606. 
undertaken. Young Demetrkts Nica* 
tor, flow paft dnUhood, oeg^ to 

think 
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A. C think of maoTCfii^ die dirooe of hkA.R. 

anoeftoni and &c foftnds of the 

ttfiurper gaye him cwtrj fjiing to hope. 

146. Babs vas .troubled at his approadi: 6oS. 

his ^Kther-in-bw Phikmietor declared 

i^unft him^ becaule Balas would not 

fufferhimto feizeuponhis kingdom: 

. the ambitious Cleopatra his mfe for- 

fook him, to many his enemy, and he 

was cut off by the band of his own 

people, after the lois of a battle. Phi- 

lometor died a few d^ys after, of the 

wounds he there received, and Syria 

was ddirered from both her enemies. 

The world (aw at that fame time the 

iail ctf two great cities. Carthage was 

taken, and reduced to aihes by Scipio 

. ^miliantts, who, by that victory, 

cy)nfirmed the funiame of Afiicanus 

in hb family, and approved htrnfelf the 

.worthy heir of the great Scipio his 

grandfather. Corinth Thared the fame 

fate, and the Achean republic perilh- 

ed with it. The conful Mummius 

lazed to the ground that city, the moft 

ycJi^ptuotts, andmoft adomedinGreece* 

He tcaofported its incomparable ftatues 

, to Rome, without knowing the value 

of them. The Romaps were ignorant 

of the artt of Greece, and omtented 

th^nnfelf es with the knowledge of war, 

<tK>UtiQb .and a^ukttie^ Iwing the 

. F troubles 



,y Google 



A^CtrouUes tf S)rria the Jem fottifiedA.IL 
thein£slvei: Joiuiiditm iva« loo^ited fay 
both pudtSf and Nteator, ^iStoinom^ 
treated him as his brother. His kind- 
ly nefs was Toon requited : for in a fedi- 6x0* 
tton^ die Jews coming fpeedilv to his ' 
aid, deiiVei-ed him out of the nahds dT 
the rebels. Jonathan nms loaded widi 
honours; but whan Once the king 
thoueht himfelf (beure, he refamed 
tiie dfefigns of bis amrd^ors, and the 
jews were harai&d as formerly. The 
troubles of Syria broke out a-frefli: 
Diodorus^ furnaihed Tryphon, brou^t 
' up a fon of BsilaS) whom he named 
Atitiochus Theusy and ferved him for . 
a guardkn during his minority* The 
|)nde of Demetrius cattfcd aninfurrec- 
tion againft him ; all Syria was in a 
l4j/ flame: Jonathan knew hoW to miproire 6xi« 
the boji|uii^re, and renewed hisal- 
' fiance wiidi the Romans. Every thing 
was jirofpering #idi him, When Try- 
-phon, by a breach of faith, tawfed 
{iihiti:>1)eiiain. with his chikltdln, Ffls 
•lirother Sinion^ the moft pfudent and 
'fortunate of flie Maecabe^, fuclreeded 
'Kim ; afad die Romans patiroi^ed him, 
as th^ had done his predeceflors. 
Tryphctti wa^ no lefs trcach^rdus Ife hb 
^ard Ani%>chus, fhan he had bete te 
Jismm. He'fnitfheyeiMii^PDdtadi 
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A* C* hy the. means of phyficians, upon pre- A. R. 
tence of caiifing bim to be cut for the 
ftone, which he had not, and made 
himfelf mafter of a part of the king- 
dom. Simon took the. fide of Deme- 
trius 'N!catOr the lawfu}- king, find) 
after having obtained of him the liber- 
ty of his country, he maintained it by 
force of arms againft the rebel Tiy- 
phon* The Synans were driven out 
of the dtadel," which they held in Je- 
rufalem, and afterwards out of all the 
142^ ftrong holds in Judea. The Jews, 6ii# 
thus fi-eed from the^ yoke of the Gen- 
tiles by the valour of Simon, veftcd 
the royal bowers in him and his fami- 
ly: and Demetrius Nicator confented 
to this new eftabUfl^nent. There be- 
gins the new kingdom of .God*s people, 
and the principality of the Afmoneans 
ever joined to the high-priefthood. In 
thofe days the empire of the Parthians 
was extended over BaAria and the In- 
dies by the viSories of Mithridates, 
the moft valiant of the Arfacidae. 
141. While he was adv^jKui^ towards the 613* 
^' Euphrates, Depietrius rsicafor, invit- 
ed by the people of the country, whom 
Mithridates had fubje&ed, hoped' to - 
reduce the Parthians, whom the Sy» •. 
rians tr^ted always as rebds. He 
. gajnedfev^ral victories y and as he i^raa 
Fa about 
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A. C about to return into Syria, in order A. IL 
to. overthrow Tryphon, he fell into a 
. fnare, which one of the generals of 
. Mithridate$ had laid for him \ and fo 
remained ptifoner widi the Parthians* 
Tryphon^ who thought himfclf fc- 
cured by that prince'is misfortune, 
found hunfelf all at once aJ)andoned 
/4a by his own p«)ple. They could no 6l4» 
longer fuffer his pride« During the 
xaptivity of Demetrius Aeir lawful fo- 
yereign, they entered into the fervicc 
4xi his confort Cleopatra and her chil- 
dren } hut a guardian and defender 
l¥a$ to be fought for the young princes^ 
jvho were not yet of age. This care 
naturally devolved upon Antiochus Si<* 
jdetes brother of Demetrius \ Qeopa- 
tra caufed him to be acknowledged all 
.over the kingdom : nay, (he did more* 
Phraates^ brother and (uccefTor to Mi- 
thridates, treated' Nicator as a kin^ 
and gave him his daughter. Rodogune 
in marriage. Out of (pite to this ri* 
val> Cle9patra, whom ibe deprived of 
the crown together widi her husband, 
efpoofed Antioehg^ Sidetes \ and re* 
folved to reign I^ all manner of wick* 
139. ednefe. The new king attacked Try- 615. 
phon : Simon joined him in the enter- 

£rife, and the tyrant forced outoiTall _ 
ii^ ftroj^ holds^ oune to a condign 
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A. C. end. Antiochus, now mailer of the A. K. 
235. kingdom, veryfoon forgot the fcrvic- 619^* 
es Simon had done him in hb late 
War, and caufed hinf to be treacherouf*- 
\y murdered. Whilft he was colleft- 
ing all the forces of Syria againft the 
JeWs, Joannes Hyrcanus, fon of Si- 
mon, fu€ceeded to his father's ponti- 
ficate, and all the people fubmitted to 
him. He held out the fiege of Jerufa- 
1cm with much bravery, and the war, 
\<rhich Antiochus tnedkated againft the 
Parthians, todeKver his captive brother, 
made him grant the Jews tolerable 
ctJiditions. At the fame time that 
this peace was concluded, the Romans, 
who were beginning to grow too rich, 
found formidable enemies in the pro-' 
digious multitude of their flavcs. En-- 
nus, a flave himfelf, raifed an infur-- 
re6tion of them in Sicily ; and' it took 
the whole Roman power to reduce 
S3 3. them. A little after, the fucceffion of 62 1*- 
Attalus king of Pergamus, who by his' 
. will made the Roman people his heir^- 
threw the city into divifion. The 
troubles of the Gracchi commenced. 
The-' feditious tribunefliip of Tiberiu§ 
Gracchus, one of the firft men iit 
Rome, became his deftru£^ion : tnd 
whole fenate put him to death by th9 
hand of Scipio Naiica, finding ti0 
F 3 other 
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i^ C. other means to prevent the dangerous A^ R. 
diftribution of money, with which 
that eloquent tribune flattered the peo- 
ple. Sdpio i£milianus reftored mill* 
tary difcipline^ and that great man, 
who had deftroyed Carthage^ demo- 

X32* lifhed aUb Numanda in Spam, the fc- 623* 
cpnd terror of the Romans. The 
Parthians pr6ved too weak for Sidetes : 
his troops, though corrupted by an ex- 
feffive bixury^ Jiad a furprizing fuc* 
ccfs, Joannes Hyrcanus, who had at- 
tended him in that war with hi$ Jews,, 
figtialized his vdoiur in it^ and gained 
honour to. the Jewiih religion when 
the army halted to afford htm leifure 
to celebrate the fabbath-day. Every 
thing yielded, and Phraates faw hift 
empire reduced to its ancient limits ; 
but, far from defpairing of his affairs, 
he diought his prifoner might be of ufe 
iKywards his retrieving th^, and in* 
vading Syria. In this conjunufhire De- 
metrius experienced a very capricious 
^rtune. He was often releafed, and 
as often detained, according as hope 
or fear got the aicendant in the ipind 
of his father-in-kw : at laft a happy 
moment, ui which Phraates faw no 
lefource but in the diverfion he pro- 
pofed to make in Syria by his means^ 

130* fet him quite at Uberty. That in- 6h- 

ftant 
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A. C. ftjoit the fcale turned. Sidetes, nvhoA. R# 
could no- otherwifefupport his cxtxava* 
gantexpencef, than byintDleniblerainnes 
and extortbxis, W2b overwhelmed all at 
once by a general infurrodioh of tht . 
people, and perifhed i^rith his army, 
which had been fo oft vidorious. In 
vain did Phraates fend With all fpeed 
after Demetrius : it was now too 
late : that prince had got back into hi& 
kingdom. His wife Cleopatra, who 
wanted only to reign at any rate, re^- 
. turned quickly with him, and Rodo^ 

gune was foon forgot. Hyrcanus im- 
proved the Junfture : he took Sichem 
kovck the oamaritans, and utterly de- 
moliflied the temple df Gerizim, two 
hundred years after it had been built 
^y Sanbaliat. Its dciiru&iohdid not* 
hinder the Samaritans from continuing 
their worfhip in that mountain, and the 
two nations remained irreconcilable. 

'^9' The year after, all Idumea, united by 625* 
the viSories of Hyrcanus to tfie- king- 
dom of Judea, received the law of Mo- 
nies with circumcifion. The Romans 
continued their protection to HjrirOSt- * ^ 
nus, and caufed the cities to be reftoredy 
which the Syrians had taken from him. 

128. The pride and violence- of Demetrius 6a6«r 
Nicator fu&red not Syria to ei^oy 
long tranquilli^. The people .revok- 
F 4 cd. 
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iL C ed. To cherifh Am revolt^ Egjrpt^ A. JR. 

125. tfaw enemy, gave them a king j A- 6:&9» 
lexander Zebina fon of Baks. Deme« 
trius was beaten, and Cleopatra^ dunk- 
ing to reign more abfcdutelj imder her 
chilcken^ than imder her husband, 
brought him to a miferable end. No 

124«^ better did (he ferve her eUeft (on Se« 630^. 
leucus, who had a raind to rtign m 
fpite oiF hen Her fec<»id fon Antio- 
chuS) called Grjrpus, was juft return* 
ed vifiorious from the defeat of the re« 

lai. bels, when Cleopatra prefented to him 632* 
in form the poifoned cup,, whichy her 
fon warned of her pernicious ddxgns» 
ibrced herfelf to fwallow» She died^ 
and left an eternal bone of contention^ 
between the children ihe had had hf 
.the two brothen, Demetrius Nicator, 
,and AntiochusSidetes. Syria thus di^- 
ftra^led, was no longer in condkion of 

109. difturbing the Jews* Joannes Hylrca- 645*«: 
nu^ took Samaria, but could not con- 
vert the Samaritans. He died fiv6 
years after; and Judea remained in 
the peaceable pofleflion of his two fons, 

1I04. Ariftobuius, and Alexander Janneus; 650.^ 

103* who reigned, one after the odier, un- 651.- 
molefted by the kings of Syria* The 
Romans fuflFered that rich kingdom to 
- wafte away of itfetf, and extended 

125. thpirdominioaweftward. During die 629*. . 

wars 
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A C wars of Demetrius Nicator and Zebi* A. R. 
na, they began to extend dieir domain' 
224. beyond the Alps ; and Sextiusy having 636* 
conquered die Gauk, named Salii, 
cftabliflied in the city of Aix a colo- 
ny, which bears his name to this day. 
The Gauls made but a forry defence* 
123. Fabius fubdued the Allobroges, and 631. 
all the neighbouring nations ; and the 

J21. fame year dbat Grypus caufed his mo- 633* 
ther to drink the poifon (he had pre- 
pared for him, Gallia Narboneniisy 
reduced into a province, received the 
name of a Roman province. Thus 
the Roman empire grev^ in greatnefs^ 
and gradually poflefled itfelf of all 
the lands and feas of the then known 
world. But as fair as die face of the 
republic feemed outwardly by its con- 
quefts, fo disfigured was it by die in- 
ordiiute ambition of its citizens^ and 
by its intefHne broils. The moft il- 
■ lufbious of the Romans became the 
moft pernicious to the public weal; 
The two Gracchi,. by flattcrmg the 
people, begun divifions, which did* 
not end but with the common-wealth. 
Caius, brother of Tiberius, could not 
brook their having put to death fo 
great a many in fo tragical a manner. ^ 
Animated to vengeance by in&pulfcs, ^ 
' which -were thought infpired by the 
F 5 ghoft / 
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A. C. ^wft of Tibcriiw, he armed all tlie A/K. 
citia&ens ag^inft one anotfier, and as 

119. he was upon the point of deftroying 635* 

1x4. the wbole» he m^ cut off by a death 640* 

1x3. like to that he meant to revenge^ Mo- 64Z» 
liqr did every thing at Rome. Ju^f- 
tfaakingofNumi^a, fiauied with the 
«urder of his brothers, whom the Ro* 
man people prote£led, defended him- 

Y*6« felf longer by his lacgefles than by his ^64^.- 
arms ^ and Marius, who compleated 
his overthrow, could not arrive dt 

103* the "Command, but by ipiriting lip the t$l^ 

people agafaiil: the nobles. The naves* 

'took up arms once mofe in Sicily; and 

. idiek fecond revolt co^ tfce Romans no 

lefs blood than ^ iirfl. Darius beat 

902* the Teutons, Cimbrians, and other 657- 
.nmtfaem nations, who were penetrate 
ing into the Gauls, into S^in, atxd 

too* into Italy. The vi^ries he obtamed 654^ 
oyer them' were an- occafion of propci^ 
ing.a new diftributloaof lands. 'Me- 
tdlus, whooppofed it, was forced to 
give way to the jun^hure, nor were the^ 
divifions exdnguiihed but by the blood 
of Saturnius, a tribu^ of the people.. 
Wbilft Rome protedod Cappadocia 

I4-j^inft Mithiidates king of rontus, 6fb«- 
8.^anid fo great a foe yielded to^^e R^* 666«- 
ti* manfbrce,with Greece,- which had e- 668«- 
§1^ fouled his mtei^^GJyy^loi^e3Lercifed i^tj*- 
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JRl. jC ia anos by Cb m^ny wars, maintsuned A. K. 
either agu|i^ pr mth' the RomanSt' 
^endangereil' their empire by an univcrf- 
al revolt. Rome felt herfelf at the . 
lame time torn by the furious aoimofi* 
88. ties of Maiius ^nd Sylla, one of whom 
87. &had made both the South and North 
fcdL to tremble, and the pdher ivas tbe&foU. 
booqueror 0/ Greece and Afi|i. Syl- 
' la, who was ftiled the fortunate, was 
82. top much fo agamft his countty, which 672* 

his tyranni<:a! difiatorfhip brought into 
79* fervitude. He might well lay voluri* 675? 
tarily down the fpyereign power, but 
li^ could not hinder the efFe£b of bad. 
cxa|npjeV.,^frvery one would be maftcr- 
. Sertoriu^ a.zesdous partifan <;>f Man- 
74* us, cantonea Jiimfelt in* Spain, and 
73* entered into a league with Mithrida* 
tes. Againft fo great a captain, force 
was of no av^l ; and Pompey could 
find no way of reducing that party but 
by fowing divifion in it. Not even-^ 
Spartacus the^gjadiator, but thought hei: 
might afpire to the chief command.. 
That flave caufed no lefs trouble to 
71. thepretorsand confuls, than M|thri- 6S3i. 
dates was creating to Lucullus. The 
.war of the Gladiators became formi- 
.rjclable to the Koman po.wer. CraflTus 
' finding difficulty lo put an end to it, 
the great Pompey behoved to be fent 
"^ ^uxfti 
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A. C. ag^nft them. LucuQus was get^ A; ll^. 

68. die better in the £ail. The Romans 686- 
pafled the Euphrates : but their gene- 
ral, invincible againit die enemf, 
could not keep his own fokliers in their 
dutjr* Mithridates, ofien beat, but 
never lofing courage, was recruiting 
. his force, and Pompey^s good fortune 
feemed necefiary to put a Happy peri- 

%]. od to die war. He was juff come from 687- 
fcouring the (eas of die piiates^ that 
infefted them from Syria as£sura»the 
pillars of HercuTes, vrfien he was fent 
againft IVCthridates. His glory appear^* 
ed then at its height: Qe totally fub- 
je£):ed that valiant king,' 'hA Armenia, 

€5. whither he had fled for refuge ;* Iberia 689^ 

#3. and Albania,, which fupported him ; 69 X- 
Syria torn by it^fa^ons; Judea, where; 
tnie divifion. 6f the A(&ioneans left 
Hyrcanus IT. the (on of Alexander 
Janneua but a fhadbvr of power } and,, 
in fhort, the whole Eafh But he had 
not had where to triumph over fo- 
many enemies, but .for the conful Ci- 
cero, who faved the city from the 
flames that were preparing for it bv' . 
Catiline, backed by the-nroft iHuftn^^ 
ous of the Roman nobility. Tffiat: 
formidable P^"^ "^^^^a ruined' by Cice- 
i>o*s eloquence, radier than die arms of 
C*. Antaniiis hk coUegiic, The Uber-> 
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M^C tf of the Roman pec^le was nochingA. R. 
ttie more fecure. Pompejr reigned in 
file fenate» and his great name made 
him^abfolute m^er of all deliberations. 

58* Julius CeCur, Ky rubdulng the Gauls, '696. 
gained his country the moft ufeful con* & foil, 
queft it had ever made* So iignaT a 
fervice enabled him to eftablifh his dp- 
nunion in his country.; He wanted iirft 
to equal, and then to furp^fs Pompey. 
Crafilis's immenfe riches made him 
fancy he might (hare the glory of thefe 
two great men, as he did their author-* 700t< 

54. ity; He tdSkXf undertook the w:ar 
agftinft die Pardiians, which proved ^at- 
al to him&lf and , to his country. 

2^3. The Arfacidae vi£boriou$, infulted with ^PJ^• 
cruel railleries, the ambition of the 
Romans, and the infatiable avarice of 
thmr generaL But the di(gnu:e of the 
Roman name was not. the worft eiFeA^. 
of. CraiTus'-s overthrow. His power 
counter-balanced that of Pompey and' 
Cdar,^ whom he kept united,, as it. 
were, a^inft their wUl. By his death " 

49* the mound,, that confined them, was 705; 
broke down. The two rivals, who 
had all the forces of die commonwealth 
in their hands,, decided their quarrel 

48* at Pharfidia by a bloody batde : Cefiir, 706. 

47* vi&brioiis, appeared in a moment all 707* 

4^ over the world > in Egrpt^ inAfia, in.7o8i 

M^u- " 
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A. C. Mauritania, in Spain : conqueror on A. it. 

45. all fides, he was acknowledged mafter 709. 

44. at Rome, and In ^e whole em^re. 7io. 

43* Brutus and Caffius thought to fet their 71 j* 
fellow citizens free by nqiurdering him 
as a tyrant, notwidiftanding his de- 
mency. Rome fell again into the hands 
of Mark Antony, Lepidus, and the~ 
young Cefar Odavianus, erarfd ne* 
phew to Julius Cefar, Ind his Copied 

42. fon ; three infupportable tyrants, whofe 7 1 2 • 
triumvirate and* profcriptions cannot 
yet be read without horrour,. But 
they were too violent to laft loiig. 
Thefe three peribns divide the empire 
amondt tiienl. Cefar keeps Italy ^ and 
changmg inftandy :his former cruelties 
into mildnefs, he makes it believed that 
he was drawn into them by his col- 
legues. The remains of the conunon- - 

36. wealth pcrifii with Brutus and Caffius. 718. 

32. Antony and Cefar, after ruining Lepi- 72a«^ 
dus, fall next upon each other. The 

3i« wholeRoman power pats to fea. Cefar 723. 
winstheb^ttleof AfiHum: the forces of 
Egypt, and of the Eafl-, which An- 
tony brought with him, are difperfed j 
all his friends abandon: him, and even 
bis Cleopatra, for whom he had loft 
tiie world. Hiefrod riic Idumean^ vdio 
.owed evTcry tiling to him, isforcedto • 

30. fubn£t to'the vidor, and -ifKiintains 1724* 

himfelf% 
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h* C* ^imfdf, i>y this means, in 'pofleffic^ A« R»- 
of die kingdom of Jadca, which the 
^eakneis of old Hyrcanus IukI entircljr 
loft to the Afmonesan. Every thing 
yields to Cefaf's fortune : Alexandria 
opens her gates to him : Egypt be* 
xromes a Roman province : Cleqpotra^ 
defpSiiring of being aMe to preferre it,. 
kills herfelf sifter Antony: Ronte 
ilretche&outher armsto Cdar, tHio,. 
27, under tire name of Auguftus, and tide 727".- 
of emperory remains ftJe mafter of 
the empire*. He fubdues, towards die 
Pyrenees, the revolted Cantabrians 
and Afturians : Ethiopia fees fer peace ^ 
t\» the Parthians, in fear, fend him bade. 730.- 
22. die ftandards tkken frdm'CriffUs, to-- 732. 
ao. gether With all dieitoman ptifoners : 734.' 
15. the Indies court his alliance : die Rhe- 739* 
>2. ti', or Grifons, feet the force of his 742.- 
7. arms 5. their mountains cannot defend 7+7.- 
' them : ' Pannonia acknowledges bim : 
Germany dreads him*; andthe Wcftr 
"receives his^ liws. Viftoriotts by fia: 
and land^ he fhuts . the temple of Ja^ 
nus. The whole earth lives in peace 753«. 
imder his power, and Jbscs^ Chrtst 7.54, 
^omes into the world. 

Now aire we at length' arrived,- at * i- 
^Ihofe times, fb miith defired by our^J*' 
tsithers, thbfe of the cortiing' of the birth o£ 
"McffiA. This wame 'fignffles thc^^ 

Christ, '^ 
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A* D. Christ, or the Lord's anointed i 
y. and Jesus Christ deferves it as^ 
mdlaft prieft, as king, and as prophet It 
Jg*^ is not agreed what precife year he 
world, came into the world; but it is allow- 
ed^ that his true birth feme years pre-' 
cedes our vulgar era, whrch, however^ 
we fhall follow, with all others, for 
the more conveniency. Without dif- 
puting further about the year of our 
Lord's birth, it is fufficient that we . 
know it happened about the 4000th 
▼ear of the world. Some place it a 
uttle before, fome a little after, and 
others precifely in that year; adivcr- 
&ty proceeding as much from the un- 
ccrtamty of the years of the world, 
as of that of the birth of our Lord. . 
Be that how it will, it was about this 
time, 1000 years after the dedication 
of the temple, and the 7S4th year of 
. Rome, that Jesus Qhrist, the eter-- 
nal fon of God, and temporal fon of 
Abraham and David,, was- bom of^a 
vii^. 

This epoch is the moft confiderabfe 
of all, not only for the importance of 
fb great an event, but alfo becaufe it b 
- that from whence Chrifti^ns have, thete 
many ages, be^un the f;omputation of , 
tbeir years* It has befides this remark- 
able in it^ that it pretty ixcarly co-in- 
' - * cide» 



,y Google 



1 






An Univerfai HHlory* 1 1| 

cides with the time, in which Rome re- A. D* 
turns to a ftate of monarchy, under the 
peaceful empire of Auguftus* AU the 
arts flourifhed in his time, and Latin po* 
etry was carried to its laft perfedion by 
Virgil and Horace, whom that prince en- 
couraged, not only by his &vours, but al« 
£> by indulging them a free accefi to bis 
prefence. The birth of Jesus Chkist 
ivas quickly followed by tfie death of He- 
rod. His kingdom was divided amonglft 
his children ; but the principal fliar^ was 
not long of falling into the hands of the 
Romans. Auguftus ended hb reign with 8.. 
gceat glory* Tiberius, whom he had ad* 14. 
opted, fucceeded him without oppoihioai 
and the empire was acknowledged heredi^ 
tary in the houfe of the Cefars. Rome 
Iiad much to fufFer firom the cruel policy 
of Tiberius: tlie reft of the empire Was to-- 
lerably quiet. Germanicus, nephew of 
Tiberius, pacified the rebel armies, refufed 
the empire, beat the proud Arminius, 16.^ 
pufhed his conquefts as far a& the Elbe, 17.. 
and having attra£ted, together with the 19.. 
love of thofe people, the jealoufy of his 28. 
unde, that barbanan occailoned his death, . 30- 
either by grief or poifon. In the fifteenth 

J ear of Tiberius, St. John Baptift^ appears : 
Esus Christ receives baptifm from that 
. divine harbinger : the eternal father ac- 
knowledges his weUrbdoved iba by a 

voice 
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A. D. yoke from heaven : the Holy Ghoft de^ 

fcends upon the Saviour, under the harm^ 

left figure- of a dove : the whole Trinity 

mantfefls itfetf. Th^e begins, with the 

Paa.ix,»7rferefttieth wied^ of Daniel, the preaching 
x^-Jmv^ Christ. This laft week was 
ibemoft important, and the moft noted* 
Darnel had diftinguiflied it from the reft^ 
its the week, wherein the covenant was tc^ 
-be confirmed, and hi the middle of whicb 
Ae M (acrifices were to lofe their efK»>- 
^cacjr* We may call it the week of myttc^ 
ties. Tn it Jssa« Chrut eflabtiilie» 
fus miffioii.and do<%'ine, by numbcrlei^ 
-miracles, and afterwards by his death* 
This happened in the fourth year of hi» 
miniftry, which was alfp the fourth year 
4Df the taft week of Daniel j and after this" 
inamier is that great week found- exa&ljr 
itiCerfeded by the (ufkving of our Saviour* 
Thus the computatbn of ^e weeks i» 
eafy to be made, or rather is dpne already. 
We have only to add to 453 years, whici> 
Will be found from ^e 300th year of 
Rome, and 20th of Artaxerxes, to the 
beginning of the vulgar era, the 30 years 
of that era yrinA we fee come down ta 
^ 15th year of Tiberius, and the bap- 
tifm of our Lord ; thefe two fums will 
make 483 years : of the feven years which 
, yet remain to complete 490, the fourth, 
' whicb makes the middle one, is that iir 

which: 
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-•^iiich Jefus Chrift died : and all AatDa- A. D# 
idel propheficd, is vifilxly contained in^drin 
the term prefcribed. There 'would even- 
have been no neccffitv for fo much -exaft-^ 
zSefi, nor does any thing oHige us to take' 
in fo ftrid* a fenfe the middle marked hy 
I^^jiiel. The moft (fifficult would be con- 
ttented widi finding it in any point between 
llie two extremes. This 1 take notice of, 
tiiat thofe, who may think they have rca^ 
Ibn to place a little higher, or a little low- 
er, the beginning of Artaxcrxes's reign, of 
Ae death of our Lord, may not ftraiten i" 
Aemfelves in thtir calculation, and that 
thofe who would attempt to embarafi a 
Aing clear, by the quibbles of chr<molo- 
gy, may lay afide their fruitlefs fubtlety. 

The darknefs which covered the wnole Matth. 
face of the earth at noon-day, and at thej^^*- 45- 
moment of Jesus Christ's crucifixion* oiymp/^i 
is taken for an ordinary eclipfe by heathen Thai. Hift. 
Writers, who have mentioned that memo- ^ '^**^'J^^' 
table event. But the primitive Chriftiatts, c^.*2. ' 
who fpoke rf h: to the Romans as a prodigy coht. Celf. 
jrecordcd, not only by their own authors, ^'JJ'*^^* 
but even by the pubKc regifters, have Eufcb. & 
(hewn, that neither at the time of die fuH.Hiaron. m 
moon, when jEstJs Christ died, nor m ^[J*"'i{j^ 
the whole year, in which that eclipfe waJs 
obfefved; could any one have happened, 
that was n6t fupematural. We have the 
,very words, of Phlegotti^ Hadrian's frecd- 

joang) 
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A. D* maiiy quoltd at a time, vhen his book 
was in every body's hands ; as well as the. 
Syriac hiftories of Thallus^ who folIoTV«d 
him} and the fbiirth year of the 2oa<i 
Olympiad^ marked in Phlegon^s annalsy. 
is that of the death of our Lord. 

To compkte the myfteries, jESiJSt 
Christ rifes from the grave die third day 5. 
he appears to his difciples; he afcends into 
heaven in their prefence ; he fends them, 
the HolyGhoftj the church is formed > 
37* perfecution commences; St. Stephen i& 
40. ftoncd ; St. Paul is converted. A little at- 
ter Tiberius dies. Caligula his grand-ne* 
phew, his fon by adoption, and his fuccef^- 
for, aftonifhes the world with his crueT 
and brutal folly : he claims adoration, and[ 
commands his ftatue to be fet up in the tem^ 
pie of Jerufalem. Cher^as rids the world 
of this monfter. Claudius reigns>notwith- 
Sanding his ftupidlty. He is difhonoureJ 
by MelTalina his wife, whom he demands 
49. back, after caufing her to be put to death* 
He is next married to Agrippina, daugh- 

AAi«v,6»ter of Germanlcus.. The Apoftles holil 
the council of Jeru&lem, in which St. 
Peter Ipcaks firft, as he does every where 
elfe. The converted Gentiles are there 
freed from the ceremonies of the law.- 
The fentence is pronounced in the name 
of the Holy Ghoft, and of the church. 

Aatxw. 4,St Paul and St« Barpabas carry the decree 
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«( the council to the chxirches, and teach A. D» 
' tile faithful to fubmit to it. Such vns 
'dhc form of the firft council. The ftupid 
-emperor Jifinherited Britannicus, and ad- 54, 
• opted Nero the fon of Agrippina. She, 
' in return, poifoned her too eafy husband. 
But her ion's government proved no lefs 
fiatal to herfelf, than to all the reft ^rf" the 58. 
empire. Corbulo gained all the honour 6o« 
of this reign by the vidlorics he won over 61. 
tihe Partbians and Armenians. Nero com- 63. 
menced at x>nce the -war againft the Jews, &c 
and ^e perfecution againft the Chriftians. 66* 
He was the firft emperor who perfecuted 67. 
' the church. He caufed St. Peter and St, 68. 
Paul to be put to death at Rbme. But as 
he at the fame time perfecuted all mankind^ 
they revolted againft Tiim on all fides. 
Underftanding that the fenate had = con- 
demned hhn, he hid violent hands on him- 6o, 
felf. Each artny made an emperoV: Ae 
difpilte was decided hard by Rome, and 
in Rome itfelf, by dreadful engagements, 
Galba, Otho and Vitellius,, all three perifli- 
' ed 'in theni: the diflrefled empire fbuhd 70. 
ibme reft under Vefpafiah. ', But the Tews 
vre|*e rilduce^ to the laft extremity : Jeru- 
- falem was taken and burned. Titus, fon 79. 
and fucccflbr of Vefpafian, afforded the 
world ji fliort-Kved joy ; and his days, 
which hp counted loft, when they were not 
' ^inguHlied^fomegood action, hurried 

Ml 
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A. D« on too-^ to an end. And nownre-fa^ 
93« hold Nero revive in the perfon of Domtti* 
an. The peidfecution broke out afrdQi. 
St John halving sot iafe out of the boiU^ 
oil> was banifhed to the ifle of Pgtmqp, 
wherehe penned bis Apocalypfe or Rev^la^ 
tion. A little, after be wrote his GoTpd^^ 
the age of 90» and joined the quality of 
an evan^ift to that of an anoftle and prp- 
95- pbet. From this time the Cbriftians wore 
continually perfecutedt as wdl under t)ie 
good, as bsul emperors* Thefe perfecpi- 
dons were carried on, fpmestimes by com- 
mand of the emperors, and by the {ortiQu-- 
far fpite of die ma^ftratesi fometimes 
by an infurref^ion of the people ; and fome- 
^ times by f<^emn decrees pronounced in tfie 
' fenate upon the refcripta of princes, or ^ 
. their pnefiance. Then the porfecution was 
more univerial and* bloody^ and thus t^e 
malice of unbelievers, ever invetesawy 
bent to deftroy the church, was exci^ 
from time totime tonewafisof fiiry. -It 
is from thefe renewed iits of violence ^t 
ecde&afticajl iiiftorians reckoa tei;i perfeiQii- 
ticns under ten empei^rs* Under fo leuig 
. iufferings» die Qmitians Jiever made ..tbo 
finaUeftfedition. Of all die fiutbful, tfa« 
bifliops were always the moft feverdyat* 
tacked : of all theChrifiiam, the church 
of Rome was perfccuted with the greateft 
violence i and thirty popes ii»led wjdi 

their 
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tfwor Mood that goljpel, whkh thi^ 4e»A. D. 
^darcd to the wbole eurth* Ooontianit 
killed : |}ie «ipire b^pm to enjoy fome 9& 
joelpice wider Nervsu Hk.great idige does 
SMt pennit hioi t» retrieve the ftatc of af- 
£ur5 : Imt in order to render the public 
tranquillity permanent^ he makes choice 97* 
'Of Timfan for hi« fucoeffiir* The empire 98* 
^pitet at home, and trjiunphant abroad, qm- 
jK>tforbdaradmiringfogooda prnce. And 
indeed it was a maadm irith hmv that his 
citizens ought to find him fuch as he 
^nmldhave wUhed to find the empmr^ 
had he been a private cidsen* This prince x6a«' 
fubdued the Daci, and Deoebalus their io6. 
idng ; extended his confi[udk in the £aft« 1 15- 
^xveakinfftotheBsuthianSyaadmadetheni ii6» 
.AtodtheXomanpo^ii^i happy iie whom 
-dnmkennefs and infiunous amouts, vice$ 
& depkmble in a great prince, havo never 
«Bade to attempt any thbg cootrary to juA- 
ke ! To tonte fo adv^itsgeoua {(^ the 
coiaaioh«'wea]^ faoceedfddMle of Hadrian 
Mended with good aiM^ eyiL This prinoe 
maintaiased muttary difdpUne, lived htaoh 
iidfin a^fiddtecy way, and- with much fn»» 
^afitf, eafed^the provinees,: made the arts 
-t6Jbttiffli, and Greece, who wasttemo- 
'Acr ,of them. The Barbarians were k^ lao. 
in awe^by his arms aadautfiority. Hero- 123. . 
ibdit Jcmfidem, to wfatcl^ hptgave his 126. 
«utie, .and from ?thcna: tooiit^dflniroi: tbe ja/^ 

name 
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A; D. tame of iElia ; but he banifhed the Jevn 

130 • out of it, who were crer rebels to the 

131, empire. That ftubborn race found in him 

X35« ^ mercileis avenger. He fullied hv fan 

trrueities, and monftrous loves, theluftre 

of fo bright a rei^* His infamous And- 

nous, of whom he made a god, throws 

flume upon his whole life. But the emp»» 

ror leemed to make amends for his faults^ 

and, in fome degree, to retrieve his eflEic* 

log, ^ g^^T^ hy adopting Antoninus Pius, 

|9q! ^ho alfo adopted Marcus Aurelius the 

|6ii fage andpbilofi)pher. InthefetwofMrinces 

. * s^peartwo beautiful charaden. Thefk- 

Cher, ever at peace, is always ready, upon 

occafion, to make war: the fon, ever ^ 

war, is alwa)^ ready to give peace, botli 

to his enemies, and to die empirec Hia 

father Antoranus had taught him, -that it 

was better to (ave one citizen, than to de» 

k62. feat a- thoufimd enemies. The Parthians 

l69« and Marcomani experienced the valour of 

Marcus Aurelius : the latter were Germans, 

to whcMn the emperor was giving the finifli- 

t8o« -ing ftroke, ^nrhen he died. By the virtue 

-of the two Antbnines, that name became 

the darling^ <^ the Romans. The g^ory of 

fo illuftrious a name was not de&oed, by 

all the effeminacy #f Luci«s Vems, br<^ 

. ^ tiier to Marcus AureliiB, and his partner 

in die empire, nor yet by die brutalities of 

T^ Cbmmodtts his ioB and 4iicMi»^ 'Hus 

.toft. 
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laft, unworthy of fuch a father, forgot A. D. 
both Tiis inftruflions and example. The 
fenatc and people abhorred him : his moft 192. 
affiduous minions, and his miftrefs, put 193. 
him to death. His fucceffor Pertinax, a 
Tigprous afferter of military difcipline, fell 
a facrifice to the fiiry of the licentious 
foldiers, who had, but a little before, 
forced the fovereign power upon him. 

The empire, expofed to au£tion, found 
a purchafer. The lawyer Didius Julia- I94» 
nus- ventured upon this bdd bargain: but I9S» 
it coft him his life. Severus Africanus put 198. 
him to death, revenged Pertinax, pafled &c« 
fircMn the Eaft to the Weft, triumphed in 207. 
Syria, Gaul, and Great-Britain. The ra- 208. 
pid conqueror equaled Cefar by his vifto- 209. 
lies J but imitated not his clemency. He 2iX. 
was notable to make peace amongft his 2I2« 
own children. Baflian, or'Caracalla, his 
eldeft fori, a falfe imitator of Alexander, 
immediately upon his father's death, mur- 
dered bis brother Geta, who was emperor 
as well as himfelf, in the arms of Julia / 

their common mother; fpent his life in 
cruelty and carnage, arid brought himfelf 
to a tragical end. Severus had gained him 
the hearts of the foldiers and people, by 
giving" him the name of Antoninus ; but 
he could not fuppbrt the glory of it. 
The Syrian HeiiogabsJus, or rather Alaga- 218. 
balusi bis fon, or at leaft reputed fuch, 
G though 



db;^ Google 



J 2? ^ Univcrial Hiftary. 

A. D. though the name of Antoninus had given 
, him at firft the he^ts of the foldiers and 
yidlory over Macrmus> he became prefcnt-f 
ly after, by his in&mpus condudl, the ho?- 
rour of mankind, ^d 4eftrayed himlelf. 
212. Alexander Severus^ fon ofMameus, his 
coufin and fucccflbr, lived too fhort while 
for the good of the world. He complain^^ 
cd, that he had more difficulty in reftrain-* 
^^his fpldiers, than in conquering his efte- 
•2^« mjes. His mother, who governed hipi,, 
v^as die c^ufe of his ruii^, as (he bad beex^ 
233." of hb glory. Under his reign Artaxcrxe» 
the Perftan lylfcd his mafter Artatanu^y 
the Ia{t king of th^ Parthians, and teftor- 
cd the empire of the Perfians in the Eaft. 
TertuU. In th.^fe times thoyetinfent church^was 

^\^ot' ^^^% ^^^ whole earth, and not only the 
^ ' ^^^'Eaft, where fhc had taken her rife, tha^ 
i^ Paleftine, Syria, Egjrpt, Afia Minor, 
and Greece ; but alfo in the Weft, be^ 
fides Italy, th^ fev^i^ il^tions of t^ie 
Gauls, all the pifovinces of Spain,, Afric,. 
Germany, Greats-Britain in. places im- 
penetrable to the Jlpman arms ; and wa». 
f ven gaining ground without the empire, 
in Armenia, Perfla, the Indies, ajBoi\g 
the moft barbarous nations, the Sarniati- 
ajis, Dacians, Scythians, (jetuHans, and 
a$ fa/ as the moft un,k^iQwn ifles. The 
blood of her njartyre rendiered her fruit- 
107. ful. Under Tjrajan, St,. Ignatius, .liflwH? 

of 
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of Antioch, was expofed to wiM beafb. A.D. 
Marcus Aurelius, unhappily prepofleflcd 
with the calumnies widi wtnch Chriftiani* 
ty was charged, put to death JulKn Ac 163. 
philofopher, and apolbgift for the Chriftian 
religion. Polycarp, bUhop of SmymaySt. i67» 
John's difciple, at the age of fburfcore, 
was condemned to the fhdce under die 
(ante prince. The holy martyrs of Lions 177. 
and Vknne endured unheard of torments^ 
after the example of Photin their bifhop, a 
man of ninety years. The Galfican church 
filled flie whole world with its glory. St. 
Lreneus, difciple of St. Polycarp, ancf St 
Photon's fuccefibr, imitated his predecef- 3^02% 
for, and tBed a martyr under Scverus, with 
a great number of the faithful of his church. 
Sometimes the perfecution abated. N^* 
CusAiirdtus happening once in Germany 1^4. 
to be m extreme want of water, a Chrift- 
ian lej^on, obtained a niin fufScicnt to 
quench the thirft of his army, and accom- 
panied with peals of thunder, which ftruck 
tertbur into his enemies. The name of 
Thundertr was given or confirixied to that 
legio>n by this miracle. The emperor Was 
touched with iti and wrote to the fenate in 
fevour of theChriftians. Butatlaft his footh- 
feyers perfuaded him to attribute to his 
gods, and to his prayers, a miracle, which 
the Rgans did not fo much as dream of de- 
firing. OAer caufes fufpended^ or af- 
'G ^ fwaged 



,y Google 



-J14 -^ Univerfidi Hiftory. 

A*jD. fwaged fometimes the perfecution, for a 
while; but fuperftitionj a vice, which. 
^aicus Aurelius could not avoid, the por ' 
blic hatred, and the calumnies caft upon tbto 
Chriftians, ftill too quickly prevailed again i 
the fury of the heathens rekindled, and 
the whole empire ftreamed with the blood 
jof miartyrs. The dodhine went along witb 
the fufferings. Under Severus, and a little 
a 13. after, TertuUian, a piieft of Carthage^ 
enlightened the church by his writings, de- 
fended it by an admirable ^ology, and de- 
fertedit at laft, being blinded by an over- 
weening aufterity, and feduced by .the vi-* 
fions of the falfe prophet Montanu& Much 
^out the fame time the pious pricft Cle- 
mens Alexandrinus laid qpeti the iniquities 
c^f paganifm, in order jto^onfute him. Ori- 
gen, fon of the holy martyr Leonidus^ 
xendered himfelf Celebrated throughout the 
^hole 'church, jfrom his youth, and taught 
. great truths, though mixed with abun- 
dance of errors. The philofopher Am- 
monius made the Platonic philofophy fub-- 
/ervient to religbn, and won himfcdf the 
^ jrefpe£l of the Heathens themfelves. Mean 
while the Valentinians, the Qnoflics, aivl 
other impious fedtsy attack tbegofpel by 
.r<m. lib. falfe traditiojds. St.Ireneus oppofes to them 

^^^*/3» jthe jtradition, and authority, of the apo- 
ftolical churches, eipccially that of Rome 
ihc chief, founded by the apgftles St. Pe- 
ter 
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ter and St. Paul. Tertullian does the fame: A. T>. 
The church is neither fliaken by hcrefies,l>epr«fc. 
iior by fchifms, nor by thefali of her ^oA^\^* 
cminenf do£bors. Herfandky of manners 
is'fo confpkuous, that it commands the 
ptaife of her enemies. 

The affairs of the empire Mrere imbroil-' 235"- 
eicl in a terrible manner. After the deadi 
of Alexander, the tyrant Maximine, who 
had killed him, made himfelf mafter, 
though of Gothic race. The fenate fet 236* 
up four emperors in omofitbn to him, who 237* 
were all cut off in lefs than two years. 238- 
Amongthefe were the two Gordians, elder 
and younger, fiivourites of the people of 
Rome. The young Gorflian their fon, ^42* 
though he, in the earlieft years, difcovered 
a confummate wifdom, had much ado to 
defend, againft the Perfians, the empire 
enfeeUed by fo many diviiions. He had 
retaken (rom them many important places. 
But Philippus Arabs killed that good 244* 
prince } and for fear of being overpowered 
by two emperors, whom the fenate elefted 
one after tfie other, he clapped up a fhame- 245. 
ful peace with Sapor king of Perfia. This 
was the firft of the Romans, who gave 
up "by treaty any of the empire's territo- 
ries. He is faid to have embraced the 
Chriftian religion at a time, when all of a 
fudden he appeared reformed 5 and it is 
certain, that he was favourable 'to the 
G 3 Chriftr 
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A. D. Qiriftians. Out of hatred to this enif 
Eufeb. lib. ror, Dedus, who killed him, renewed 
''• 39» X Mriecutton with greater violence than cver..^ 
249* The church extended berfelf on all fidcsJ 
^j^^**^'^ but chiefly in theGaub, and the empbel 
Franc. 28. Very fooh loft Decius, who v^orqufljr de- 
251. fended it. GiLllusf and VolufiaiH pafled 
254. away very fwiftly: ^milian did no 
m«re than appear: the chief power vrat 
given to Valerian; and that venerahle 
old man afcended to it through all the de- 
grees of dimity. He was ^auel to noiic 

257. but the Chnftians. Under idm pope &be* 

258. pbcn and St. Cyprian, bUhop of CardwggQp 
notwkhftanding all their dUputes, which 
had made no breadi of commuiiions re- 
ceived both of diem tiie fame cxismtau 

256. St. Cyprian's eiror, in reje£ting the baptifin 
given by heretics, hurt neither himfelif nor 
the church. The tradidon of the hd/ 
fee fupported itfelf, by its own ftrength^ 
againft all the fpecious arguments and au- 
thority of fo great a man, although other - 
great men defended the fame dodrine. 
257* Another difpute did more mi(chief. Sabdi- 
lius confounded the three divine perfons to- 
gether, and acknowledged in die Deity only 
Eufcb. rtift. one perfon under three names. This inno- 
Ec^. Hb.vii. vati^n aftoniihed the churcht and Dionyfi- 
. ' ' us, bifliop of Alexandria, difcovered to 

pope Sixtus II. the errors of that Herefi- 

259. wch. This holy pope quickly followed 

in 
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tti the road of martyrdom^ Stephen his A. D» 
predeceflfor : he had his head ftruck oflF, 
and left a yet greater conflift to be main- 

" tained by hiis deacon St. Laurence. Then 258. 
ido We fee begin the inundation of the Bar- 259- 
barians. The Burgundians, and other 260i 
people of Germany, and the Goths, for- 
merly called Gttae, poured into the em- 
pins ;' other nations, which inhabited about 
the Euxinc fea, and beyond the Danube^ 
ent^ed into Europe : the Eaft was invaded 
^ the Aliatic Scythians, and the Perfians. 
Thefe defeated Valerian, whom they af- 
tenltrards took in a treacherous mapner, 
and after letting him linger out his days in 
a pakrful flavery, Ihey fle$*d him^ in order 
f6 nxake his skin a hiohument of their 
iFidoty. Gallian, his foh and cojlegue, ut- 261.- • 
terly mirted all by hb foftdefs. Thirty ty- 
rants ihared the empire. Odenatus king of 264. 
P^ahnyra, ah ancietit city, founded by So- 
lomon, Mnas the moft lUuftrious : he re- 
fbaed dieEafterri provinces out of the hands 
iMF the Barbarians^ and made himfelT-ac- 
khowledged in them. His wife' Zenobia 
imrched with him at the head of his ar- 
mies^ which Ihe commanded fingly after 
his death,, and rencfcred' herfelf famous all 
ovet the earth, for having joined chaftity 
with beauty, and conduit with courage. 
Claudius II. and Aurelian after Kim, re- 268*' 
trifeved the affairs of the empire. Whilft 270. 
Cj4t- « they 
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A. D. they' were overthVowing the Goths amt- 
Bafek Hift; Germans by fignal vidlories, Zenobia pre- 
lyfi^H*^^^.^ td her chUdren the conqucfts of 
Adiaa. td their father. That princefs inclined to Ju- 
foUt. The- daifm. In order to gain her over, Paul of 
hinjibl's Samofata, biihop of Antioch, a vain and 
Nkeph. I turbulent man, taught his Jewifh opinion 
▼i. c.»7. concerning the perfon of Jesus Christ, 
whom he made but a mere man. After- 
long diffemblbg fo new a dodlrine, he 
was convicted and condemned at thecoun- 
27 J« cil of Antioch. Queen Zenobia maintain-. 
274. ed the war againft Aurelian, who thought- 
it no icorn to triumph over fo renownetl 
a heroine. Amidft continual wars, he 
knew how to keep up the Roman difdpline 
amongft his foldiers, and ihewed, that by 
following the ancient regulations, and the. 
ancient frugality, great armies might be 
kept on foot, both at home and abroad^ 
without being a charge to the empire. 
Hift. Aug. Then begun the Francs to grow formidable. 
Aurel. c. 7. Thefe were a confederacy of German 
Prob.c.ii ^^^^» ^^^ dwelled along the Rhine. 
-12. Firm. ' Their name fpeaks them united from the 
*c. c. 13. love of liberty. Aurelian had beat them, 
when a private perfon, and kept them in 
aw, when emperor. That prince made 
himfelf hated by his bloody a(^ions. His 
*7^* wrath too much dreaded occafioned hi» 
death. Thofe who thought themfelves in 
hazard, refolved to be before-hand with 

him; 
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Mm; and his licretaiy being threatened»^A.D« 
put himfdf' at the head of the combination. 
The army who faw him cut oflT by the 
ccmfpiiacy of fo many chiefs, refufed to 
chufe an emperor, for fear of fetting one 
c^ Aurelian's aflaffins on the throne ; and 
the fenate reftored' to its ancient rights 
eleAed Tacitus. This new prince was 
Yenerable for his age, and for his virtue : 
but he became odious through the violences-' 
of a kinfman, to whom he gave the com- 
mand of the army, and periled with him 
in a fedition the fixth month of his reign. 276^ 
Thus his promotion ferved only to (horten 
his days. His brother Florian claimed the 
empire by right of fucceffion, as being the 
neareft heir. This right, however, was 
not acknowledged : Florian was killed, and 
Probus forced by the foldiers to accept the 
empire, though he threatened to keep them 
in order. Every, thing yielded under fo Ol^u 
great a captain ; the Grermans and Frangs, 270* 
who attempted to enter the Gaujs, were 28o» 
repulfed ; and in the Eaft, as well as Weft, 
all the Barbarians reverenced the Roman 
arms. So formidable a warriour afpired at 
peace, and gave the empire to hope it 
ihould have no more occafion for military 
men. The army revenged that jnfmuatiqn, 282. 
and the ftrift regulations their emperor 
made them obferve. The moment after, 
confounded at the violence they hadufed 
G5 to 
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A. D* to (o great a prince }' they h^ioured his 
memory, and gave him for fucceilbr, Carusy 
"Who was no lefs zealous for diicipline than 
283. himlblf. This valiant prince revenged his 
predecefibc, and quelled the Barbarians^ to 
whom the death of Probus had given frcih 
courage. He marched into the £aft to 
fight the Perlians witih Numeiian hit lecond 
fon, and Tent againft the northern enemies 
his eldeft fon Carinas, whom he made 
Cefar. This was the fecond dignity^ an«l 
next ilep to the empire. The wdiole 
Eatft trembled before Carus : MefopOtamia 
fubmitted : the divided Perfiana could not 
rdift him. Whifft every thii^ gave way 

'TX^ *^ ^^9 Heaven Hopt his career, by a 
AsiSi of lightning. Numerian almoft cried 
cut his eyes for Wm, What dire effiB<^ has 
the ddire of reignii^ upon the heart ! His 
, &Cher-»in-Iaw Aper, far from beii^ touched 
with his diftrefe, murdered him : butDiode- 

:;^5. tianrevcnged his death, and arrived atleqgth 
to the empire, which he had fo ardendy 
defrred. Carinus roufed liimfelf in ipite 
of his (bftnefs, and beat JJwdkf&an i but 
was flain, in the purfuit-lnroac of his own 
men, whofe wife he had debauchei Tbu» 
- the empire got rid of the moift violent and 
moft abandoned of aH men.< Dtocletian 
governed wifh vi^ur, but with an intip- 

.2S6. portable vaxuty. In ordei; to make head 
agamft fo many enemies^ that were xifing 
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and abroad, he iiaiiied Ma^itt^ difijleiw 
yhtAi him; but took cat«, h<mmr> w f»<** 
fenne the chief ftufiicttrity tl> hiftffeif. Eidi 
^ettiperotififtd^aCefur. Ge^fteitiMO^ 291. 
Yti3 and O^rhis mtft raifed to Ihit Mgk 
Aation. Hie four tiiift&es wei^ hMly irtyfe 
tso feppc«t •flie Jjurdeiiirf foAiiijr m^Rfs. 
^Diocletian' fled -Rome, wbidi h4 ftund 
ntdo fi-ee, and fetded ^t Nicome^ ^«i<fe 
he obtained ^tdoratiim, nfter the msnfief <£ 
the people of fhc Baft. Mea*i whfle *Cp^f97^ 
|*effians, vanquifhed by (Wetws, g«*««gi[^''viii!T; 
to fhe Romans large {>tt>vtfic(^$ .&Ml«vi4N^Ont. d>iift;. 
^ MngdorfM. After fo greit fuctefib^ Qsflfe*«" '"•n^- 
riu^ ^iH no longer be a ful^eft^ aiM ft(iiitii^.Ve 
the name of Ccf^. He begtos Wl* iHtl- mort". Perf. 
midating Maxbmart. A kmg iBn^ft hafl^* *7?.rt' . 
funk the ffHrit of Diodetinn^ and Oateriy$s . 
tiiough his foh-ih-l^w, fore«d him tl» ftiit 
the reins of empire. MaxiitdHA ivt^ «ldig« 
*d to fellow his example. Thus Ae *An^ 
Ipht came iMo fte liandft ctf^^ C6il(tUiliii§i 
€%IdniS) ^nd Galeriu^ ; and f#d nHw C^-^ 
ftt^, Semiisaiid Ma}eiji^fft5 >#ere ttdited 
ki dieir place bjr fbe 6epk^ «hn^dMf^ 304t* 
TheGauIs, Spain, and <3rdrt-4Bj*taifiii(^#- 
hippjr, but too ffioi^ iWiitey tkOm tJ^n-- 
ftmtitii <jhlaf us. Beihg iUi titetsif to «x^^ 
l^tioft, ami therefbte ae^tiM 0f niming 
Ae Kiiaiices, he flbewed A*t he had im^ 
xaetiib treaf<»rt$ m the gd^A^w^ ^ hi»> 

fub- 
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A. D. fubje6b The reft of the empire fuffered 
greatly under fo many emperors and-Ce- 
iars: officers multiplied with princes: ex- 
Aaa. Ibid, pences and exactions were Infinite. Young 
*♦• - Conftantmc, fon of Conftantius Chlorus, 
begun to diftinguiiOi himfelf : but he was in 
the hands of Galerius. That emperor^ 
jealous of his rifing glory, expofed him dai- 
ly to new perils. , He was obliged to fight . 
wild beafts by way of exercife : but Gale* 
rius was no lefs to be feared than they. 
Conftantine having at length got out of his* 
306* hand$, found hi$ father expiring. At this 
time Maxentius, fon of Maximian, and 
fon-in-law of Galerius, made himfelf em- 
peror at Rome, in fpite of his father-in- 
law 1 and intefline divifions were added to 
the other calamities of the flate.' The 
jiiortc%rf» ii^^ge of Gonflantine, who had juft fuc- 
c, a6^ 27/ ceeded his father, being carried to Rome^ 
307. according to cuftom, was rejefted there by 
ord^r. of Maxentius. The receiving of the 
ipnageswas the ufual form of acknowledg- 
ing new princes. War is prepared for on 
sdl fides. The Cefer Severus, whom Ga- 
, lerius fent againft Maxendus, made him 
tremble in the heart of Rome. Inprder 
to procure fome comfort under his panic, 
hei recalled his father Maximian. The am- - 
bitious old man quitted his retrea^ where 
hie w^ but with relu£buice ; and endea- 
voured, in vain, Xfi draw Diocletian bi$ 
. v^ col- 
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coUegue from the garden he cultivated at A. IX 
Salonaa At the name of MaximianJ a fe- 
cond time emperor, Seyerus's foldiers de- 
fert him. The old emperor caufes him to 
be put to death ; and at the fame time, *to 
ifarengthen himfelf againft Galerius, hegi ves 
bis daughter Faufta to Conftantine. Gale* 
xius wanted alfo fome fupport after thc^J^ ****** 
death of Severus: and this it was that made 31)^1/ ^^ 
him refolye to name Licinius emperor : but 
this choice provoked Maximine, who, in 
quality of Cefar, thought himfelf neareft to _ 

^e fupreme dignity. Nothing could per- 
fuade him to fubmit to Licinius, and he 
rendered himfelf independent in theEaft. 
There remained fcarce any thing to Ga- 
lerius but Illyria, whither he had retired^ 
when driven out of Italy. The reft of the 
Weft obeyed Maximian, his fon Maxen- 
tius, and his fon-in-law Conftantine. But 
|ie did not chufe his own children, any 
more than ftrangers, for partners in tlie * ^ 
empire. He endeavoured to drive his fon 310* 
Muentius out of Rome, but was expelled . 
by him. Conftantine, who received him 
into the Gauk, found him nolefs perfi-. 
dious. After various attempts, Maximian 
fprmed a final plot, in which he thought 
to have ei^aged his daughter Faufta ag^ft 
her husband. She deceived him \ and*^* >^ 
Maxifl^ian, who fancied he had killed ^^^t^* 
Conftaatine,'~by killing the eunuch they /^ 

bad 
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A.D. had pat in his l>ed, was forced Itolaf vio- 
lent hands on Wfnfelfi A new war breaks 
aut J and Maatentius, under pr^ett of -re- 
venging bis father, declares againft Cien^ 
ftaiftine, trfi6 marches to Rome tvifh Ms 
troops. At the fame time, he caufe* the 
ftatucs df Maximian to be thrcwn drotvti : 
Ihofe of Diocletian, which flood next to 
Aem, fliared the fame fate. Dioelcftr^*^ 
tefpofewas diftnrbed by this piece df eon- 
tempt, and he died fome time after, as mtick 
6f vexation as old age, 
Sofeb,vjii, ' In thofe times Rome, a conftant enemy 
S^if ^^' to Chriftianlty, made a laft effort to ex* 
C&iift.i?57.^8"^^ it, inftead of which fee compkated 
fts cftaHifliment. Galerius, marked by 
^ hiftorians as the author of the laft perfecu- 

fioh, two years before he had obliged Di- 
ocletian to quit the empire, forced hhn to 
• make that bloody cdift, whidi command* 
ed the Chriftians to be perfecuted more vi- 
J^'^* olendy than ever. Msaimian, who hated 
9*^9!** tliem, and had never ceafed tormcihing 
jOa. Aem, fpfrited up the magiftrat^s and exe- 
cutioners : but his violence, however ex- 
» cfeffive, did not ecfual that of Maximine and 
Galerius. New punlihments were idaily 
invented. The modefty of the Oiriftidli 
vii^ns was iio left attacked than tbefr 
fetdi. lite ftrifteft fcareh was made for 
the facr^ books, inorderto^liflifteve- 
fj saffsMtf of tbtiA^ and the Otf^Luis. 

durft. 
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diffft not haiFe them in thdr houfes, nor al* A# D« 
ipoftprefuiBeto read them* ThiM, after 
three hundred years ptrfbcution, the m»* 
l|G6of the jperfecutors became ftfllonore in- 
yeierftte. The Chriftians wearied them 
put iry their patience. The pec^le, loadi* 
ed with their holy life, tutned ctmyejl s 
in great inmibers. Galeritis defpaisred of 
beit^ able to fupprefs them. Struck widi 311* 
an extmoffdinary difeafe^ he vevdced kb 
edids, and died the death of Aittiochiia,. 
with asfalfearqpeittan^. Maximine con*^ 3it* 
tinued the perfi^cotion: but Conftandiie 
the great, a wife and - viftedous prince, 
publicly embraced Chriftianity. 

This celebrsited declaration of Obiiftan^XlSpoch. 
tine k^pened in the Jiath year of our^^^'^ 
Lord. Whilft he was beii^if^ Maxentiuaof tb« 
^ in Rome, a flaming crofs appeared to him church. 
in the air, before all the people,' mth an 
infcription that promifed him^i&ary : the 
fame thing is confirmed to him in a dmara. 
Next'day he gained that odebmted l>attk^ 
which ridded Rome of a tyrant, «id the 
church of a perlecutor. The ckjTs -wm 
dif{dayed as the defence of ^ Rdman 
pec^Ie, and of the whole empire^ AUttle 3i^» 
after Maxintine wis vanqdfked I^ I!ictni« 
us, who was then in go^ terms vMi 
Conftantint, and made an eadt iike tbat^ctf 
Galerius. Pdace Was given to the chiivdu 
CftttftanriiH^ loaded her wtbiioDoura anci 

riches^ 
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A* D. riches. Vidcny followed him whoever he 
went, and the Barbarians were quelled, as 
wdl by hiin as his children. Meao tinte 
lidnius falls out with him, and reaevra 
XI c. the perfecution. Beat by (ea and land, Jbe 
324* ^ forced to quit the emptre, and at laft to 
325* lofe his fife. About this time Conflantine 
afiembkd at Nice in Bithynia the firft ge- 
neral council, where 311 biihops, who' 
reprefented the whde churdi, cmdemned 
the prieft Arius, oppoler of the divinity of 
the fon^ God ; and drew up the creed^ 
wbexjein the confubftantiality of the father 
and fon is eftabliihed. The priefts of the 
Roman church, fent l^ pope Sylvefter, 
took place of all the oifhops in that af- 
C«l.Syric. fembly, and an ancient Greek author reck»- 
^SbTii, ^^ among the legates of the holy fee, the 
6, 27. * * celebrated Ofius biihop of Corduba, (now 
Cordova) who prefided _ at the coimcil* . 
Conflantine took his feat in it, and re^ 
~ ceived its decifions as an ocade from H^* 
ven. The Arians concealed their errors, 
and recovered his good graces by diffimula- 
3^^* don.' .Whilft his valour maintained the em- 
pire in profound tranquillity, his own fa- 
mily's peace was difturbed by the artifices 
of Fauftahis wife. Crifpus, fon of Con-* 
fbntine) but of another marriage, being 
accufed by this.ftep-mother, of having at- 
tempted to feduce her, found his father in- 
flexU>le» His deadi was quickly revenged. 

FaulU 
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Faufta, convidedt was AiiFocated in the A« D* 

bath*. But Conftantine, difhonoured by die 

wickednefs of his wife, derived at the faifae 

time a great deal of honour from die piety 

of his mother. Shedtfcovered in. the ru* 

ins of the ancient Jerufalem, the true crols, 

faid to have been produ&ive of miradetf. 

The holy fepulchre was alfo' found. The 

new city of Jerufalem, which Hadrian had 

built, the grotto where the Saviour of the 

world was bom, and all the holy places 

were adorned with (lately temples by He<« 

len and Conftantine. Four years aftery 330^ . 

the emperor rebuilt Byzantium, which he 

called Conftantinople, and made it the fe* . 

cond'fee of the empire. The church| 

peaceful linder \G>nfbmtine9 was cruelly 

afflided in Periia. , An infinite number of 

martyrs fignalized their fisiith. The on* 33^, 

peror endeavoured in vain to pacify Sapor, 

and bring him over to Chriftianity. Con* 

ftantine's proteAion afforded the pedecuted 

Chriftians, only a favourable retreat. This 

prince, bleiTed by the whole church, died 337* 

full of joy and hope, after dividing the em* 

pirc amoagft his three Ions, Confbntine, 

G>iiftantius and CoAflans. Their unity 

was foon difhu'bed. Confbntine perifhed ' 34^* 

in the war . he had with his brother Con^ 

ftans^ about the limits of their empire. 

Conftantius and Conflans agreed but littlp 

better* Cpnflans maintained the Nicen^ 

faitb> 
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A« D* bk&iy which Cqiiihimius as ftrenuoufly bp— 
pofed. Then did the church admire t!><» 
lohg fufferirtgB of St. Athanafius, p&triarcfi 
of Alexandria, and defender of the council 
of Nice. Thruft out of his fee by Co»*- 

341. ftantius, he was canonically re-inVefted by- 
|oc. Hift. pope Julius I. and Cmftahs ratified the de^ 
|^J;i*;i^'crce. This good prince livfed .ftbt lohg* 
8. ' The tymt Magttentius treachejfoufly mur^ 

350. dered him : but foon after being Vanquffll* 

351* ^ edby Conftiuitius, he killed himftlfidft. 

' In die bsft^t) Wherein hi^ affaires were ruift*^ 

ed, VadafiB) an Arian bMhop, hiiving hA 

353* privtts inteM^gstice from his friendis ttfluftd 
GdnflsmtiuK, tkat the tyrimt'i ttrmjWftt 
pot to iig^t, and m»te tne wtek «ftip<»^ 
bcUemthat ^e iaiew k bj rev^ai^m. V^^ 
ftii Jirged ftv<^ol^ Ceii^Qtttiui ielkiM^ 
hii^fdf over to tbe Arlittt. The <tfAifr« 
dm Wfliope fafe exp^ed tfieit fee6 : -ftC 
wliole church i| fiOed in^ cctftfiifion Md 
tnH^le : t^e oonltetcy ^ popt Liberiitt 
1^^ wny to the tedtoufatfs.of ocile : tcx^ 
ineiits overcome did Ofius, formerly the 

357. mam |»Usif cf idie diFun:h : the council of 

359. Rimini) fo ftcftdy Stt firft^ yields iit laft 
through furprisse ftndviol^ce: -nothing is 
done in order or form : the empotc)^^ irU» 

> • thority is the only, kw: but the Afiam, 
who have thereby the whole nuik)iagement» 
cannot agree among themfelveS) ^ change 
their creed everjr day i Ac Mccne feilh 

ftands 
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ftandsfirm : &• Athaoafius, and St. Hilary A. D* 
faiihopofPoitiers, its principal champions^ 
make themfelves renowned over all the 

ear^. Wbilft the emperor Conftantius, 

t^en up with the affairs of Ariatiifm, neg- 
le^ed thofe of the empire, the Perilans got' 
nneat advantages. The Germans and 357' ' 
r Fjmcs attempted on aU hands an entrance 35^* 
into the Gauls. Julian die emperor's cou^ . 359' 
fuH ftopt their career^ uid beat them. 
7he emperor himfelf defeated the Sanaa- 3^* 

. tian% and jnarched agGunft the Perfians. 3^^*^ 
Then appear JuUaa's revolt againft the . 
emperor. Us ap<^bcv9 die death of Coa^ 
l|aatiu% die reign ot Julian, his equitable 
government, anddieiiewkiiid<^perfecu^ 
tioa lie made the church undeigo. HeflsK 
nmfed hu divifiont^ be ^dcduded the 
Chrifiians not only from honours^ but 
i|om ftudies \ and 07 imittting tfae holjT 
dtfdpliae of the cmu-ch, he thou^t t». 
turn her own arms aj^unft her. Punifli- 
ments were contrived, and a{ipomted, 4in<> 
der other pretexts, than that of reli|^on« 
The Chriftlans continued faithful to dietr 
emperor; but that glory he too greedily ^g^, 
puriiied, proved the caufe of ihortoning \m 
days: he was flain in Perfia, where he 364. 
had engaged himfelf raflily, Jovian his 366. 
fucceflbr, a zealous Chriftian, found 367. 
things defperate, and lived only to conclude 368. 
a iluuneful peace. After him Valentinian 370* 

made 37I.&C. 
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A. D. made war like a great captain: he carriecT 
his fon Gradan very young to it, maintain- 
ed military difciplme, beat the Barbarians^ 
fortified the frontiers of the empire, andr 
nrote£led the Niqene faith* in the Weftv- 
Valens hb brother, whonrhe made his col— 
legue, perfecuted it in the £aft ; and nei — 
ther being able to gain nor to cndh St. Ba—^ 
fil and St. Gregory Naziansen, he ga^e * 
over all hopes of conquering it. Some A— 
rians added hew errors to the former tenets- 
Epi]>bVlaer.of the fe£l« Aerius, a^ Arian prieft, ia-** 
75« -^ofr branded in the writings of the fathers as afu— 
^^^* thorpf a newhereiV, for having put die- 
priefthood on a level with the Epifeopate^^ 
and for baving judged ufelefs the prayerar 
and oblations^ which the whole church • 
made for the dead. A third error of that 
Herefiarch was, his reckoning among the 
fervitudes of the law, the obfervance of 
' certain ftated fafts, and pretending,.-that 
failing ihould always be free. He was ftill 
alive, when St. Epiphanius wrote his ce- 
lebrated hiftory of herefies, wherein he is- 
275» refuted with the reft. St. Martin was made 
biihop of Tours, and filled the whole 
world with the noife of his fanSity and mi- 
. racles, not only during his life-time, but 
after his death. Valentinian di^d after a 
violent fpeech he made to the enemies of 
the empire: bis impetuous paffion, which 
rendered him dreaded |>y others^ at lafl- 

proved 
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firoved fatal to himiel^ Gratian his fiKS A. D. 
ce£R>r beheld without envy the promotion 
of his youngpr hcodier Valentinian II. who 
was made emperor, though but nine years 
old. His mc^er JufUna, a protedrefs of 
the Arians, governed during his minority. 
Here we fee in a few years fome wcmdernil 
events : the revolt of the Goths againft 
Valens ; that prince leaving the Perfians to 377, 
Jupprefe the rebels ; Gratian hafting to join 378* 
,him, after getting a fignal vi£b>ry over the 
Germans : Valens, refolving to conquer 
abne, preci[Mtates the fight, in which he 
is routed near Adrianople. The Goths, 
vi&orious, bum him alive in a village, whi- 
ther he had retired. Gratian, overbur- 
dened with affairs, afibciates in the empire 
the great l^heodofius, and quits to him . 
the Eaft. The Gpths are vanquifhed : all 970^ 
the Barbarians are kept in awe, and, what 
Theodofius no lefs valued, the Macedoni- 
an heretics, who denied the divinity of the 
Holy Ghoft, are condemned in the council ^Si* 
of Conftantinople. There was none but 
the Greek church there : the confent of all 
the Weft, and of pope Damafus, con- 
ferred on it the appellation of the fecond 
general council.- Whilft Theodofius go- 
verned with {q much fortitude and fuccefs, 
Gratian, whowasnoleis valiant or pious, 383* 
being deferred by his troops wholly made 
up of f6K«%ner89 fell a iacrifice to the ty- 
rant 
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A. D. rant Maxiipus. The church and em)^ire 
386. JameRtcd that good prince. The tyrant 
387- reigned in the. Gauls, and feemed to con- 
tent. Kimfelf with tfiat diftri£l« The em- 
pre& JufHna p\iblifl)ed> under her fon's 
nanfie, edi^ in favour of Arianifin. St.- 
Ambrofe, bifhop of MUan, oppofed to'her 
nothing but found do^ine, prayers and 
patience, and oiade fhift by Aich arms, not 
only tQ pp^ferve to the church the cathe- 
drals, which die h^ietics wanted to pofiefs, 
but alfo to gain over the young ^nperor. 
In the mean time Maj^us is ftirring ag^jt, 
and Ji^ftina finds none more faithful than 
the holy biihop, whom (hd was treating 
as-' a rebel. She fends him ta the tyrant, 
who proves infi«xible to all he can f^yv 
The young Valenrinian is forced to take 
flight with, his mother. Maximus makes 
kimfelf mafter at Ro!fiie> where he revives 
the iacrifices of the falfe gods, in com- 
plaiiance to the Uniate, ftU almoft whoHr 
3$ft» p^anr After he had got poileffion of aH 
the Weft, and >t the time he thought 
himfelf moft fecure, Theodofius, afiifted 
by the Francs, defeased him in P^nnonia,. 
.befieged him in Aquilei^t and fuffi»red him 
to be flain by his foldiers. Now absolute 
39^' mafter of both empires, he reftored that . 
erf the Weft to Vdentinian, whe4id not 
keep it long. This young prince botii pro(«- 
- moted and degraded ia extreme e Arboga- 

ftus. 
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fii^ a captain of the Frax^% valiant andA. Da 
difinterefted i k^t capaUt of msmtamng% 
b]r all fort of cr^me?, th«- pQvrex he )^d 
acquired over th^ tfoQps, He r^d the 
lyrajit Eugenius, who comU 4q. nothing 
but talk) and kiUed Yalentkiian, wha 
would no loiter have^Q proud Frsiac for 
ids ipafter. This d^eiS^l^ d^ was done 
lwr4 bj Vienna ift ^ cqiuHiry of the 
Gauls. St. Amtbro|lgk| whom, the young ' 
enapqror had fent fgMr, in .^trder la receive^ 
baptifm fro^n hiffi^ deployed hi9 loth and 
bad. good^ hopes of hk ialvation* Wist 
d^ath did not reniain unpuniflied^ Avi- jg^ 
fible roiracle gave Tbeodofiu^ w£lory over 
Eugenius, and the faJlfe godS) v^iofe wor- 
Ctiip that tyrant had re-eftaWitoed,. Ewge- 
nius ^yi^as taken : there W^ a necefity of 
making him a fs^rlfice to, the. public ven- 
geance, and to. qua& the rebellion by hi» 
deaths The haughty ArbogMhls killed 
hioifelf, rather thao have recourfe to the 
-conqueror's clemency, whieh all the reft 
of the rebels had experienced, Theodo^ 
fius now. sdone was the de^ght^ aiid won* 
dkr of the world. He fuppoited religion;, 
he put heretics to filence ; beaholiihedthe 
impure facrifices Qf the H^tliens.; he cor*- 
red^ effeminacy,; and rdirained fiiperfhi* 
Qjosi expences. He hm^ibjly conlefied bis 
fejjts, wvl im^y mm^^ vi them. ^^^ 
He lifti^ed t<> St, Asii^iKr^b a.Cftlebi»l»d ^^ * 

dodor 
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A. D. dodor of the church, who reproved him 
for his pafficfti) the only vice of ^fo great 
a prince. Though always vifkorious, he 
never made war but , through neceffity* 
395. He rendered the nationis happy, and died 
in peace, more glorious by his faith than 
386* his victories. In his time St. Jerom, a 
387.3 pried, having retired to the facred grotto 
of Bethlehem, undertook immenfe labours, 
in order to expound the Scripture': he 
read all the interpreters, fearch^ all the 
hiftories, both facred and profane, that 
could give any light to it, and compofed 
from the origmal Hebrew that verfion of 
the Bible, which the whole church has re- 
ceived under the name of Vulgate. The 
- empire, that feemed invincible under The- 
bdofius, changed its afpe& all at once un* 
der his two Tons. Arcadius had the Eaft, 
and Honorius the Weft : they bothj being 
governed by their magiftrates, made their 
power fubfervient to private interefts. Ru- 
3Q5. finus and Eutropius, fucceffively favourites 
399. ^of Arcadius, and one as \iacked as the 

403. other, quickly fell ; and affairs went never 

404. the better under fo weak a prince. His 
wife Eudoxia^ made him perfecute St. John 
Ghrjrfoftom, patriarch of Conftantinople, ' 
and the light of the' Eaft. Pope Innocent, 
and all the Weft, fupported that great bi- 
ibop sagainA Theophiliis, patriarch of Alex- 
andria^ ixunifter of the emprefe's violence. 

The 



,y Google 



Jb^ ifnivcr&l Hiftory. 145 

, Tlie Weft was ^fturiMd bf tut tnatificil A. IX 
«f Barb^m. Radagakle^ a GoA and 406* 
Hea^en^ ravaged It^y. Th^ Vandals,. a& f<^ 
Godwc and Aiian nation^ febacd on part 
of G^wilf and i]^ead tbemfelves intQ Sfouflu 
Abric, kii^ of the Vifigotba^ an Arian 
people^ QQfla|«lkd Honoriu^ to yield op to 
hiinr thofe lafge profvtnces already jpoflbBed 
by th« VanJ^. StiUce, emb aw tflted with 
ib flsmy Barbariai^, b^ts thecoy £Mrour» 
Aens plays booty with thcm» brcakr 40$. 
wtb them^ facrifices all to his intereft ; 
a«d, n€vertbek&> preferv^ riie empire, . 
which he had a defiga tQ ufurp. Mead 
white Arcadius. cUed^ who thought the Eaft 
fo deftitute of* good fubje^k^ that he put 
liis fon Tbeodi^us, a child of ei^t years 
ok}, under the. tuition of Ifiicgerd, king of 
Perfia« But Pulcheria^ the young edipi&« 
ror'sfifter, proved capable of great affabs. 
Theodeitus's efxtplre was fu^^jjted by tho 
prudence^ and piety of that princefe* 
That of Honori«is feemed near its ruin. 
He caulEed Stilico to be put to death, but 
could Jiot fill his place with fo able a mini-* 
iter. The revolt of Conflantine,. the total 409. 
Iq(s of Gaul and Sp^, the taking aod 4IO. 
feckingof Rome by the arms of Alaric 
and theVifigoths, were the confequences 
of Stilico's death. Ataulph, more furious 
than Alaric, pttlaged Rome a-new, and 
tiiQught Qf nothing lefs than abolifhing the 
H Roman 
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A. D. ' Roman name : but for the happinefs of the 
empire, he (eized Placidia the emperor's 

413. fifler^ That captive princefs, whom he 

414. married, mollified him. The Goths treat- 

415. ed with the Romans, and eftabliflied them- 
felves in Spain, referving in the Gauls the 
provinces that lay towards the Pyrcnc^. 
Their king Vallia conduced thofc-CTeat 
defigns wifely, Spain (hewed her conftan- 
ty, nor did her faith fufFer* any alteration 
under the dominion of thofe Arians. Meais 
while the Burgundians, a German people, 
feized upon the^ neighbourhood of the 
Rhine, whence by degrees they gained the 

4^0- country that ftill bears their name. The 
Francs did not forget themfelves : refolved 
to make new efforts to open a pafTage into 
the Gauls, they raifed to the royalty Pha- 
ramond, fon of Marcomir ; and the mo- 
narchy of France, the- moft ancient and 

^ ^ofl nobl^ in the world, took its rife un- 

4^3' der him. The unfortunate Honorius died 
without ifTue, and without providing for 

424. the empire. Theodofius named emperor 
his coulin Valentinian III. fori of Placidia 
and of Conft^tius her fecond husband; and ^ 
placed him, durihg. his minority, under 
the guardianfhip of his mother, to whom 

412. he gave the title of emprefs. In thofo 

4 1 3. times Celeftius and Pelagius denied original 
fin, and the grace whereby we are Chrift- 

4x6. ians. In fpjte of their diffimulations^ the 
^. . African 
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African countils condemned them. The A, D- 
- popes. Innocent aiid Zozimus, *whom pope 41 /• 
Celcftine afterwards followed, ratified the 
fentence, and extended it throughout all 
the- world. St. Auguftine confuted thpfc 
dangerous heretics, and enlightened th^ - 
whole church by his admirable Writings. 
The fame father, backed by St. Profpcr 
his difciple, flopped the mouths of th«. 
Demi-pelagians, who attributed the be- 
ginning of juftificatbn and faith to the folc 
power of free-will. An age fo unfortun- 
ate for the empire, and which gave birth 
to fo many herefies, proved, neverthelefs, 
happy for chriftianity. No commottpn 
jhook it, no herefy corrupted it. The 
church, fruitful in great men, confounded 
till errors. After the pcrfecutions, God , 
was pleafed to make the glory of his mar- 
tyrs to Ihine forth confpicuous : all hiftoj ^ 
ries and other writings, are full of the mi-* 
raclcs, which their aid implored, and 
tombs ' honoured, wrought tiirough the 
whole earth. Vigilantius, who oppofed 4^6. 
fo received opinions, being refuted by St. ^'^^ *^^"^^^'^» 
Jerom, remained without a follower: thcnad. de- 
Chriftian faith grew daily ftronger, and Script. EccU 
inore extended. But the empire of the 
Wefl was at the loweft extremity : attack- 
ed by fo many enemies; it was alfo weakr 
cned by the jealoufies of its geheralsir . 
By the artifices of Aetius, Boniface, count , 
Ha of 
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A« D- of Afric, became ftti{»eclcd by Plaei4lsu 

The CQttii^ ill ufed, brought from Spa^n 

Oeaferic and theVandalisiy whom the Go&s 

. vero expcUii^ that coimtry^ and to<» htc 

rvftented his csdling them. Afric was 

taJcen from the empire^ The^ chiiBeh fuf- 

. fercd hnil^te ealamilKis £rom the violente. 

©f thofe Arians, and faw a npbk army of 

•martyra crowned* Two dreadful berejBe* . 

429. arofo: Neftorius* patriarch of Conibnti- 
napjb, iividfd the perfoaof JasusCiUnsT ; 
and twentji year^ after^ Eutyches, an ah* 
boty confounded his two-fottd nature. &• 

430. Cyra, patriarch of Alexandria, oppoiy 
NeAoriUs^ W>wa9 condemned by pofte 

430. Celeftuwe. The council of Ephefus, the 

third general, in execution of thi^ fente^ieey 

431* depof^ Neftoorius, and confirmed the d^ 

tta^iientM *« council call their father in th^r 
iepof. Neft» definition. The holy virgin was acknov* 
kdgQd aftother of God, and St. CyrB's 
doSrine was celebrated .0(v«r all tjie earth* 
Theodofew* after feflir #ruggle», fubmit- 
ted to the council, and baniihed Neftori- 
tif . Eutychea, who did not know hew to 
ujppAfe Aat biwfdy without runniiig into 
aootiief extivme^ n^as no left pow^uUy 
448. caft <»it Pope Leo the Great, condemn- 
ed Jhim, and r^u^ him at the fame time 
by a letter, which W13 revered thiou^ 
451. the whole VK)i:U. The council of Chal'- 

ccdon. 
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oedo% the fourth Ifenefal, in which that A. D« 
great pope held the (irft place, a» much 
from his kanmg as the authority of his 
fee, anathematized Eutyches, and his pro- 
te^r Diofcdnis, patriarch of Alexandria. 
The Gooncil's letter to Leo fliews, thatRelat. s. 
Aatpope pjrefided there by his legates, as^'^^J^* 
the head oyer its members. The emperor Cbac. Part. 
Marcian affifted in perfon at that great af^ I* 
fecnMy, after the example of Confhuitme^ 
and received its decifions with the fame 
reaped. He had been raifed to the empire 
but a little befone, by Pulcheria's marrying 
him. She was acknowledged en^reft 
affi^ die death ef her brother, who had 
left no fens. But the empire muft needs 
have a inafler : MiOriftu's virtue procured 
fate that honour. During the time of thefe 
two councils, Theodoret, bifh^pof CyrujB,* 
made himfdf fitfnouB ; and tus doiftrine 
would be' without blemifli^ if the violent 
v^ttngihepubiiflledagainft Sl Cyril had 
iftt ftood in Aoed of 100 gt-eat eluddatienSf 
Tb«fe, howtviir) he ht)neftly gakve, and 
wM counted among die (»rthodox bifliopB. 
Thi Gauls begun to acknowledge the 
Fram:^ Aetius had defended them i^nft 
Ph^mond, and Clodk> the Lor^-haired ; 
%ut-Meroveu8 Was mote fucceftftd^ and 
made a furer fetthment in them, much a* 
bout th6 fame time that theAngks, a Saxon 
people^ invadbd the Soudi pan of Great«^ 
H 3 Britain, 
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A,D. Britain. They gave it their name, ahdr 
' there founded feveral kingdoms* Mean 
time the Huns, a people from Palus Me- 
eds, defolated the whole world with- an 
immenfe Wmy, under the conduct of At* 
tila their king, the moft fbocking of . all 
452* men. Aetius, who defeated him in th^ 
Gauls, could not prevent hi$ ravaging Ita- 
ly. The Adriatic Iflands afforded a retreat 
to many againft his fury. Venice arofe in 
the midft of the waters. Pope Leo^ more 
powerful than Aetius and die Roman ar- 
mies, commanded refpeft from that bar- 
barous, and^eathen king, and faved Rome 
from pill^e : but fhe was foon after ex^ 
pofed to it by the debauches of her empe- 
454* ror Valentiman. Maximus, whofe wifo 
455. he had ravifhed, found means to defboy 
,him by« diflembling his refentment, and 
making ^ merit of his complaifance. By 
his deceitful counfels, the blinded empe- 
ror put to death Aetius, die^fole bulwark 
of the empire. Maxunus, author of the, 
murder, fpirits up the friends of Aetius to 
revenge it, and fo g^ts the emperor killed. 
* By thefe fteps he afcends the throne, and 

^ compels the emprefs Eudoxia, daughter of 
the younger Theodofius, to marry him.-. 
In order to get out of his hands, fhe was 
not afraid to put herfelf into thofe of Gen- 
feric. Rome becomes a prey to the Bar- 
kurian : St. Leo alone prevents his put^ng 

. every* 
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^ycry thing to fire and fword : the people A. D« . 
tear Maximus to pieces, which is their on- 
ly, though difmal, confolation in their ca- 
lamities. All is imbroiled in the Weft i^ 
we there fee feveral emperors rifo and fall 45^* 
almoft at the fame time. Majorian was 457* 
the raoft coniiderable. Avitus but ill fup- 
-ported his reputation, and faved himfelf 
Ly a bifhopric. Th^ Gauls can no long- 45S. 
cr hold out againft Meroveus, smd Chil- 
deric his fon : but the latter had almoft 
been ruined by his debauches. Ifhisfub- 465. 
je£l$ expelled him, a faithful friend, which 
he had yet left, got him recalled. His 
valour nuule him feared by his ene^es, 
and hb conquefts extended a great way into 
•the Gaiils. The Eaftem empire was peace* 
able under Leo the Thracian, fuccellbr to ^^^^ 
Marcian, and under Zeno^ Leo's fon-in- ^y^, 
•law and fucceffor. The revolt of. Baiilifcus, ^^6- 
beine foon fupprefied, caufed but a fhort 
zdifturbance to that emperor: but the em- 
-pire of the Weft perifhed irrecoverably^ 
Aiiguftus, commordy called Auguftulus, 
fon ofOreftes, wad the laft emperor ac- 
kfkowledged at Rome, and immediately 
• after was difpofleffed by Odoacer, king 
of .the Herulians. . Thefe were a people 
come from the Euxine fea, whofe do- 
minion lafted not long. In the Eaft the 
emperor Zeno attempted to fignalize him- • 
ielf in an unheard, of manner.' He was 
-. H 4 ^ the * 
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A. IX die firft of the emperors, that took i^^on 
482. hun to fettle points of feith. . Whilft the 
Deaii-£ut)rchlans oppofed the council, of 
Chalcedony he publiflied againft the couii* 
cil his Henodcum, that is, his decree of 
union, detefledby thecath<^s, and coll- 
48 3- demned by pope Felix III, The Heruli- 

490. aiis were foon driven out of Rome l^ TI10* 

491. odoric, king of the OftfQgotha, or Eaft- 
Goths, who founded the kingdom of Italy^ 
and ^lowed^ diough an Arian^ a pretty free 
exerciie to the Catholic religion. Thit 

492. jcmperor Anaftafiusdifturbed it in the Eaft* 
He trod in (he fteps of Zeiio his picdeoe^ 

494- for, and fupported the hereti|:s» He thci^ 
by alienated the minds of die fieopk, aaad 
could never re§^ them^ even by tak^ 
ing off their heavy tasoes. Italy obeyed 
Theodoric Odoacer, hard put (9 it ia 
^venna, endeavoured to fave fainfelf by a 
treaty^ which Theodoric did not obTorTt^ 
and^e Hexuliana were forced to part with 
every diing. Theodoric, bcfides Itahr* 
poiMed aUb Provence. In his time St* 
Bennet, having retired into a defert in Xca« 
ly, begun from his moft tender years^ to 
pra£tife the holy maxims, M^reof he af- 
terwards compofed ihat exccBent rule^ 
which all the Weftn-n monks received 
with the fame regard, the Eafbrn monks 
pay to that of St» BafiL The Romans 
comj^eated tiia overthrovr of die Gaub, 

^1 
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by the viAbricd of Clovis, fonof Childc- A. D. 
ric. He gained alfo the battle of Tolbmc 495. 
ever tlie Gef mam, by the vow he rtiade 
tf embracmg the Chriftian religion, to 
which his wife Clodldji was inceflkntl/ 
^rfliading hiiit. She was of thcf houfe ot- 
fte kings of Btitgufidv, and a zeabtis ca* 
tholic^ thmigh htr htmlt and natron werel ^ 
Arian* Cloris, inftru«ed bjr St. Vraft, 
tiras bapffized at ftcims, with his French* . 
^n, by Sl Rcmy, biihop of that ancient 
mefe-opolisu He alone, of all the princes 
flien in the Wpfld, msdntained the catholic 
filith^ nnd merited the title of il/£/?C*r7/?- 506-. 
HHt to his fuc^jeflbrs. By the battle in 507* 
^which he killed with his own hand Ala- 
ric j king of the Vifigoths, Touloufe and 
Aquitsdn were added to his kingdoin* ■ 
But the viflory of Ae Oftrogoths prevented ^og^ 
his taking all as far as the P)rrenees, and 
tfic end ef his reign fulKed the glory of its 
beginning. His four chDdren parted>Ae 510. 
kingdom among them, and were continn- * , 
ally making attacks on one another. Ana-* 
fiafiusdied^ by E^tning. Juftin, of mean 518L ^ 
iMrtb, hut good parts, and a tfaofbush ca^ 
diolic, was made emperor by the fcnate.- 
He fubmitted, with all his people, to the 
decrees of pope Hormi(9as ; and put an 5a&. 
^ td the troubles of the Ekfterft chutch. 
In his time Boetius, a man celebrated for 
karniBg as weB as birth> and Symmacbus- 
. H J lii» 
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A. p. his father-in-law, both raifed to the higlv 

eft pofts, were facrificed to the jealoufy 

of Theodoric, who grouhdleisly fufpe£):ed 

them of confpiring againft 'the. ftate. The 

kbg, troubled in mind for his crimpy 

thought he faw the head of Symmachus in 

a dim ferved up to his table, and died fpme 

time after. Amalafonta his daughter, and 

mother of Atalaric, who became king by 

the death of his grandfadier, is hindered 

by the Goths from giving the young prince 

the education fuitable to his birtih ; and: 

being forced to give him up to perfons of 

his own age, ihe is witnefs to his ruining 

himfelf, without being able to prevent it* 

' 527. The year following Juftin died, after af- 

fociating in the empire his* nephew Juftin^- 

ian; whofe long reign is celebrated for the 

labours of Tribonian, compiler ofth&Ro*- 

;nanlaw, and for the exploits of Belifari- 

us, and of the eunuch Na^fes. Thefe twa 

-jg^ famous captains checked the Perfians, de-, 

530. feated the 'Oftrogoths and Vandals, and 

&c, recovered to their matter Afric, Italy, and 

, 533« Rome : but the emperor, jealous pf their 

^2^.,^ glo^j without oflFwring to take part in their 

toils, gave them always more ttouble than 

532. affiftance. The kingdom of France wat 

53J» receiving new acceffions. After a long, 

war, Childcbert and Clotaire, fons of 

Clovis, conquered the kingdom of Bur- 

53^* gundy, and at the fame time facrificet! to 

. their' 
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-their ambition the children, vet minors, of A,D.^ 
• .their brother Clodomir, whofe kingdom 
Aey divided between them. Some time 
^ter, and whilft Belifarius fo vigoroufly 
attacked the Oftrogoths, what they had- in 
the Gauls, was abandoned , to the French. 
France extended then far beyond the .. 

SJiine ; but the particular portions of prin- 
CeS) which made fo many kingdoms, bin* 
deml its being united imder one and the 
lame dominion. Its principal parts were 
Ncuftria, .or Weft France, and Auftraiia, , 
X)r Eaft France. The fame year that Rome 53 j, 
was retaken by. Narfes, Juftinian c^ufed 
to be held at Conftantinople, the fifth 
general council, which confirmed the pre- 
ceding ones, and condemned fome writings 
that were favourable to Neftorius. This is 
what was called the three chapters, on ac- 
count of the three authors, long before . 
dead, who were then ii> qucftion. There 
were condenmed the memory and writings 
of Theodore biihop of Mopfuefta, a Letter , 

oflbas hifhopof Edeila, and among The- 
6doret's writings, thgfe which he had 
compofed' againft St. Cyril. The book» 
of Origen, which had difturbed the whole* > • 

Eaft for a century, received alfo fentence 
of reprobation. This council, though be- 
gun upon bad defigns, had a happy conclu- 
fion f and was received by the holy fee, 
which had at firft oppofed it. Two years 535. - 

after. 
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A^Dp after the councH, Natfes, who had tatc^str- 
Italy from the Goths, defended it agftiiift 
the French, and obtained a complete viSt^ 
.ory over BuceUne, general of the troops 
of Auftrafuu. Maugre all theTe admi<> 
tages, Italr C(»itiRued not long in^ die po& 
S'©* feffion of tne emperors. Undwr Juftin H, 
Juftinian'^ nephew, and after thb death at 
Tiarfes, the kingdom of Lombar<fy ifmm 
founded by Albotti. He took ^lan and 
Pavia: Rome and Raraina could Imidtf 
. keep out of his hands; and the Lmibarn 
57^ made the Romans fulFer the greateft hard^ 
SZ^\ Ihips. Rome was but poorly fuccoured hf- 
•574' liCT emperors, whom the A van, a Scythi« 
an nation^ the Saracens, a peo{de of Arft* 
faia^ and the Perfians more thanidl the reft) 
were haiaffing on all fides in the Eafti 
tyflin, who truAed none but hiiilfelf and 
nis paSons, was always beat by the Pefw 
fians, and their king Chofroe$. Somany^ ^ 
kAes vexed him to that d^re<^ that i^ 

579. fell into a Frenzy* His wi& Sc^hta fup- 
ported the* empire. The unfortunate prinoe 
recovered his fenfes too late, and (aw upon 
tus death-bed the viHainy of his iktter- 

580. ^J^^ After him, Tiberhis II. whom he? 
had named emperor, checked the enemies^ 
eaf^ the P^l*^* ^^'^ enriched Mmfitf by 

Sliu his alms. Ine Vi6tories of Maurice file 

Cappadodan, general of his armies, cauf- 

S8> ed the proad Chufroes to £c otthcffiemi 

They 
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Thef were rewirdcd wkh die eifipire, A«D» 
^ffUdi Tibefiiis pve iiiin at his deadly to- 
getfaer widi his dsughter Gonftantiiia. In . 
da$ period the ambidotts Fredegunda^ yo^ 
u>laag ChilDcHc L put all France in ann^ 
Iniflian^ and was contiiiually ftirring up 
Uoody wai3 among the French kings. In 
tiie midft of the calamities' of Italy^ and 
wfaaeRometftte viftted widi a dreadfol 590^ 
Feftiknoe) St. Gregory the gredc w^ pm^ 
MWMsif potwith f fandin^ hie modeft rdu^ 
ttiioeytoSt* Pfcter'ichair. This great pope . 
aArages the ^s^cie by his prayers) ixy 
AruAs the emperors, and at the iamc 
tiine csufes all due obedience to be psAi 
diem ; comforts Afik, and flrei^hens 
it 4 conftrms in Spain dhe Vifi^sch^ eon^ 
verted from Arfanifia, and Recarede the 
cadiolici. \9ho had juft returned into the 
bolbm of die dmrch ; converts Eng« 
kani ; fcforaif die dtfctplnie in Fiance^ 
whole kingS) ever ordiodosr, heexaksa^ 
beire idldie kk^ of the eardt; b^nds 
die handity Lombards; fiives Rometti4 
Itah% ymA the emperors trcre unabk ta 
affift; cheeks the growing pnde of die 
patriarchs of Conftamftinopte ; eniightena 
^e^holeehfsrdiby his^do^in«; govtrni 
the Eaft and Weft wth equal Ttgour ani 
iDMulity, and^atfbids thevrerU a perfeS 
model of ecdefia^cal go\n^mineiit. Th# .^^^ 

beautiftil 
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A% D. beiuti£ul than the entry of the holy moj^ 
Augufiine into the kingdom of Kent, widk 
forty of his companions, who, preceded 
by the crofs a^ ims^e of the great Idng, 
our Lord Jesus Christ, made fcdenui 
vows for the converfion of England. . St. 
OT^.lib^ Gr€gory, who had fent them, inftru^ted 
md. 4I them by letters truly appftolical, and taught 
- St AuguftiiK to tremble, amidft the con-^ 
tinual miracles that God was worl^ng by 
his mihiftry. Bertha, a. princefs of Fran1ce> 
. wpnover king Ethilbert her Inisl^and to 
chriftianity. The kings of France, and 
queen Brunehault protected the newmif- 
; fion. The, bifhops of France entered int^ 
. this good work, and it MTas they, who» 
60.1 • by- the pope's order, confecrated St. Auftin. 
The re-inforcemcnt which St.Grego^7 fent 
th^ new bifhop, produced new fruits^ and 
604. the Anglican church took its fprm. The 
emperor Maurice, having experienced the 
fidelity of the holy Porfif, was redaimr 
ed by his inftru£fcions, and received from 
i him the commendation fo , worthy:, of a 

Chriftian prftice, that, the heretics durft 
never open their mouths in his time. This, 
pious emperor was guilty, however, of one 
601. great fault. An infinite number ofRo* 
mans perifhed amongijt the hands of the 
Barbari^s, for Want of being ranfomed at . 
a. crown a head. We fee immediately af-. 
ter the good ^nperor's remorfe, ^e pray^i; 
- . .. ' ' he 
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he makes to God to puniih him in this A. D, 
TProdd rather dian in the next \ the revolt 602» 
of PhocaSy who murders his whole family 
before his ^es ; Maurice himfdf, the laft 
put to death, and amidft all his mbfortunes 
uttering nothing elfe but this verfe of the 
p(almift. Righteous art tbouy O Lord^^'^^^* 
and upright are thy judgments. Pho- 
cas^ raifed to the empire by fo execrable 
an 2Li%on, endeavoured to gain the people, 6o6. 
by honouring the holy fee, whofe privileg- 
es ~ he confirmed. But his doom was fix- 
ed. Heraclius, proclaimed emperor by ^|q^ 
the African army, marched againfl him. 
Then Phocas found by experience, that. . 
debauches prove, oftentimes more hurtful 
to princes than even a<fts of cruelty j and 
Pkotinus, whofe wife he had debauched^, 
delivered him up to Heraclius, whq caufed 
him to be put to death. France beheld) a 
little after, a much ilranger tsagedy* 
Queen Br^nehault, given up into the 
bsuids of Clotaire II. fell a facrifice to* 
that prince's ambition : hfr memory wa» 614. 
blackened, and her virtue, ib much com^, 
mended by pope Gregory, can yet fcarce 
find vindication. The empire mean while/ 
was kid wafte> .Chofroes IL kmg oi/ 
Perfia, under pretext of revenging Mau-. 
rice, had undertaken the deftruSion of - 'j 

Phocas. He pufhed his conquefts under 

HeradiusK We fee the emperor beat, and^ 6ao» 

the 
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A. D* the truecroTs carried oflF by the )iSMm t 
62f » dieti, bf t wonderful Mriiy Hdraclitts live 
622« tiiAAs ConcruefcHr j Perfia penetrated hjth^ 
623« Itomam, Ghofroes killed by his fot^ utySt 
625. tjie hdiy ctors reteken. Whilft the p&^€t 
626* ^ the PeriiatB Was fd efiet^ually cheek-- 
ed) a greater civil broke Dttt agaklft tho' 
empire, and agaiuft all cbrtftendom . Mit^ 
. hornet fet himfelf up for a prdphet aftioftg. 
the Saracens ; he \ras eitpdled Mec^ hrf. 
622* his own people. . At bis flight begtfvs the 
Kegyra, from whence the MabcHftiefeiriB 
ccmipute their yeara. The -falfe prophet 
give his victories for the whole proof of 
.his miffion* In nine years he fubjeded 
sdl Arabia, either by tm or foutiaeana^ 
£29* and kid the foundation of the empire of 
the Caliphs. To thefe mifchia6 were 
added the herefy of the Monothdifes^ 
mdio by an alm6ft inconceivable oddky^ 
while they acknowledged two moored m 
dor Lord, would admit oT but one will. 
The man, accordir^ to them, had no *> 
wil ; there was in. Jesus Christ only 
r'the will of the word. Thefe heretiot 
concealed their poifon under ambiguoM 
tenns ; and a blfe love of peace ihade 
Attn propofe^ tfiat neither ohe, nor tW<r 
#J2« ^^ fbouU be fpoke of. By thefe arti^ 
^* fices dicv impofed &n pope Honorius I. v*a 
tttter^sitoa dangerous forbearance wiA 
tka^ md cofifemed to fiknce, m whick 
- falibood 
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faifliood aiidtnidi wereequallj fuppreflcd* A. D. 
To ix>mplete die misfortune, iome dfiie 659* 
ter the emperor^ fkradhis took upon him 
to dectxfe the tfuefiioa by his own aiidiori*> 
tjj Bod pTopcfed hb eohdis, or expofiti^ 
on, favoiuable to die Monothdites : but 
the artifices of the faeredos were at Icngd^ 
ddete^d. Pope J<riui iV» condemned thfc 640. 
cfihefit* GonftaiB, grandibn to HerBdi<- 648*. 
vs, fttpportsd his grndfather'a tdiAbyhk 649* 
^oftm^ calkd the Type. The holy ice,^ 
diad pope Theodors, oppofe diis attempt : 
Fbpe Martin I. conrocates the cotncil of 
Lajtnm, where he amifaematiae) the Type, 
and the htnds of the AfaODthdhet.- St. 
IdEaada^s^ oekbriftcd throagh 
tat hi&^ae^ and iemunc, quiti the tourt, 
iiifeded witfa the new fatrefy, optnly ra* 
^KOfts the emperors, who had praumed 
toprDmNmceonpointaoFfindH andfuffers 
immbeile& haidfliips for the cadiolic re- (>S^* 
ligioa. The pope, dragged from exik to 654* 
eidfe, and ftiU haifldy treated by the em* 
peror,. dies, at hft, amidft his fufferingi, 
withoat repimng or remitting, any part of 
'die duty of fait nnniftry. Mean 'time die 
new Anj^ican church, ftrengthened by the 
' cares of popes Boniface V. and Honorius, 
was fpreading abroad her hiftre tia-ou^out 
the whole earth. With the virtues miracles 
aifo abounded, as in the apoiHes days : and 
BotJiing WQs more ibining than the fanftity 

of 
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A. D. . of her kings. Edwjn embraced, with aB 

627* his people, the . faith, which had given 

634. him vidtorjrover his enemies, and converted 

\ his neighbours. Ofwatd was interpreter 

to the preachers of the gofpel 5 and,thou^ 

, rt^nowned for his conquefts, he preferred 

to them the glory of being aChriftian. The 

4jfS' Mercians were converted by the kuig of 

. Northumberland, Ofwki : their neig^bouia 

and fuccefl<Mrs followed their footftepe % 

and their good works ^ere infinite. Evenr 

thing was going to wreck- in the £aft» 

' Whilfl the emperors are wafting thenx- 

"34* ,felves in difputes about religion, and invent-* 

^3S» • ing here&^, the Saracens penetrate into tfaor 

^ empire ; they Teize on Syria andPaleftine; 

^37» the holy city is fubjefted to them;«Perfia 

is .' laid opea by hs divificMis^ said th^ 

647. take that great kingdom wirfiout refiftance. 

648. They enter Afric, in a fair way of foon 
making it one of their provinces : the 
ifle of Cyprus yields them obedience, and 
in lefe than thirty years they add all thcfe 

,conquefi£ vto.thofe of Mahomet. Italj, 

ever haplefs and forlorn,, groaned under 

tfie^-arms of the Lombards. Confians 

defpaired of expelling them, and refolved 

.to ravage what he could not defend.^ 

More cruel than the Lombards them- 

663.. felves, he came to Rome^ only to plunder 

its treafures: the very churches did not 

s m>t efcape him; h& ruined Sardini^a aud 

^ . Sicilyi 
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9kc%\j ; and having become odious' to all A. D» 
the world, he perifhed by the hands of 
his own Servants. Under his fon Con- 668. 
ftanttne Pogonatus, or the Bearded, the Sa- 67 1» 
racens made themfelves mailers of Cilicia. 672* 
tod Lycia. Conftantinople^ befieged was 678* 
&ved only by a miracle. The Bulgarians^ 
li people from the mouth of the 'Volga^ 
joijEied themismy enemies, with which the em- - 
pire was overwhelmed, and feized pn that 
part of Thrace, called fmce Bul^ria, which 
was the ancient Myfia. The Anglican 
' church brought forth new churches; and 
St. Wilfrid, bifliop of York, being expelled . 
his fee, converted Friefland. The whole 68o# 
church received a new light from the coun- 
cil of Conftantinople, the iix;tb. generat 
onc^ where pope Agatho prefided by his - 
l^at^, and explained. the catboJic faith by 
9n admirable letter. The council anathe-t 
matized a bifhop celebrated for his learn^ 
9ig, a patriarch of Alexandria, four patri-; 
archs of Conftantinople, or, all th^ ^ 
authors of thefe£k of the Monothelites; with- 
out fparing pope Honorius himfelf, whj> - 
had fliewed them too much favour. Af- 
ter the death of Agatho, which happened 
. <luring the cou;icil, pope Leo II. confirmed 
its decifions, and received all itsanatheiha's, 
G>nftantine Pogonatus, an imitator of the 
great Conftantine* and of Marcian, topk 
^b feat in the council after their example 5 

and 
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A. D. ajtid Us lie paid it the fame fubmifllond) be 
was honoured with the fame titles rf <»•- 
thodox, religious^ pacific emp^oflr, afld 

685. reftorer of religion. His- Son Jufliniati H^ 
yet a child, fucceeded him. In his tiifii# 

686* ^eFddi ex\en4^9 .^^^ difFufed its be»^ 

689. . nign influences towards Ait North, i^. Ki^ 
lian^ fent by pope Concm, preached the 
' gofpd 10 Franconia. Ikl the tStne cf pope 
Ifei^us, CeadvraUfl^ ont of die kifigs of 
£n^atid> came m perfoti to do homage to 
tfie Roman churchy (hsn 'Whenci^ die faUk 
^ad T^2£kd into hl^ part of die Britaimk: H^ 
ktid i kni s^r laeceivi)^ baptifm hMi the 
f>ope*s hteids, Ke departed ki ^tece ttCM- 
coidiiig eo his widi. The houfto^Cai^ 
tk M«l MKeit inta a di^tMUb wedLAefi f 
fteqaent minorides had degeneratid tte 
princei ittioa flute of toftaefe and elitaii^ 
^ mcy^ ifHiieh fbey neviN-eouMgeteiitof,, 
when of ige. {fence i|)nii^ a loftg Aio» 
ceflioti V^ dmnea, who had nodiit^ but 
1^ name of kii^, and left the whoki 
oower to AcMrires du P^iWil, or grand 
teinifters dl the ctx>wn. Under diis tide 

693. Pepin Hetiftel goterned tveiry tWftg* iM 
raifed his family to h^^ier e3ifpe£Udoili» 

695. fiy his authority^ and Mieer the martyrdom 
of St. Wigberti the fidth uraa eft** 
blilhed in FrieOand) /which FlKtlce bad 
Added to her conquefts. *' St Swibeft, St. 
WiHehnxii and odier epoAolical peribn9ft 

propagated 
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pFOpagatol the gofp^l in the Belabouring A^D. 
provinces. Mean tjfiiq Juftiiuan'» minority * 
wfts haj^y ov^: the vi^oriss of IxiQfv- 
tius b«id ovefthrown the Sa r gcc n s^ and fO- 
ftof«4th« ^fnf ire's g^ory ia thf Eait. Bat 
that valiant captain h^ii^HnjjifUyantft^* 694. 
and unMbnably xtX^tAj flipplanfiid bis 696. 
iEBaftcr, and exfieUed him. Thia rebel 
m^ Wh a like tieetnMnt from TiberinS) 
named Ahfimarus, who fti>od neit long 
hun£^lf« Juftiws^ 7elAQre4> provcjd 
iipgrat<6^ to his fri^d|i»| by irvonguig 702.* 
hiB^eU* of his enemiee, he mad» more 
foxmidaUe ones, who kiUed him. The y|^, 
ims^^ of Philippkus hi$ fucqefibr yreie 
not rec^ved in' Rotne, on account of 
his fovonring tfie Monothetites, and do* 
darii^ Mmfelf an enemy to the 6xtb 
councM* AnaftafiusJl. a^athoHc prince, 
wa^ele^ed at Co^nftantiapfiley and Philippic 71 3^ 
cua's eyes were put o\it» .At this time 
the debauchee of king Rodef ic^ or Ro- 
drigo» caufed Spain to^6dl a prey to 
the Mauri, ^ Moors; for' lb were o^tA 
the Saracens-of Afrjc. Count Julian* to 
revenge his dau^ter, whom Roderic ab- 
uied> invited thde infidoJs* They come 
with an innumerable hojl : ^. king is 
kiQed : Spain is fubdued, and the em- 
pire of the Goths there is extingui^ed. 
The church of Spain ¥ras put then to a 
QfGWtriaj: but a^ 4i^ haiftood hci ^Qiwl 

under 
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A. D* under the Arians, the Mahometans couB 
not prevail ^ainfther. They left her at 
firft "With a good deal of liberty : but 
in after ages ihe had fevere coi^i£b to 
maintain; and chaftity had its martyn 
as well a$ faith, under thje tyranny of a 
nation equally brutal and mfidei. Anafkn 
flus fway'd not long the imperial fceptre. 
715* The army forced Theodofius HI. to af- 
fume the purple. A battle neceffarily en- 
fued J the new emperor gained it, and Ana- 
fiafius 11^8 clapt in a moilaftery. The 
Moors, mafters of Spain, were in hopes 
of extending themfelves foon beyond the 
P)rrenees ; but Charles Martel, deftioed 
to check them^hadarifeninFrance^ and 
had fucceeded, though a baftard, to the 
power of his father repin Heriftel 5 who 
left Auftrafia in his! fanuly, as a kind 
of fovereign principality, and the com- 
• mand in Neuftria, by the poft of Mai- 
re du Palais. Charles united both by his 
valour. The eaftem affairs were imbroiled. 
Leo, the Ifaurian, governor of the Eaft, 
woiild not acknowledge Theodofius, 
who quitted without reludbince, that em- 
pire which he -had accepted only by force^;; 
and retiring to Ephefus, gave hinifelf up 
entirely to the ftudy of .true greatnefs. 
The aaracens, received fome great blows 
.7 1 ?• V during the empire of Leo. They fliamefiilly 
719. raifed thefiege of Conftantinople. Pela- 

gius, 
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J^us, who cantoned himfelf in the moun* A. D. 
tains of Afturta, with the moft refolute 
of the Goths, after a fignal vi^ry, 
fet up in oppofitimi to thofe mfidds a new 
kingdom, by iprfiich they were 6ne day to 
be driven out of Spain. In fpite of the ef- 
forts and vaft army of Abderamus their 
general^ Charles Martel gained over them 725. 
the famous battle of Tours. There fell an 
infinite number of the infidels, and Abde- 
ramus himfelf ^lay dead upon the field. 
This iKfiory was attended with other ad- 
¥antages,v whereby Charles put a fh>p to 
the progrefs of the Moors, and extended 
the kingdom as far as the Pyrenees. There 
nbw remained fcarce any part of the Gauls, 
that was ;iot under the obedience of the 
French ; and all did homage to Charles 
Martel. Mighty both in peace and war, 
and abfolute mafter oS the kingdom, he 
reigned under feveral kings, whom he fet 
up and pulled down at his pkafure, with- 
out ever prefuming to take upon him that 
high title. The jealoufy of tjije French 
lords chofe to be thus deceived. Religion ^^x^ \ 
was eftabltlhing in Germany. The priefl 
Boniface converted that people, and was 
made their bifho|) by pope Gregory IL 
who had fent him thither/ The empire ' 
was then pretty quiet ; but Leo raifed in it 
a lafHng difturbance. He attempted to 
overturn, as ib many idols, the images^ of 

Jjssus 
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A. D. Jcsy^ Chuist and; hk fm$s. As hm 
726. eould aot kring St. Gefnain» peitiisrdb of 
Coixftantinople^ over to his way of tfitnk* 
ifig, he d&sd hj hk ewi authoiitf i aiKl 
upon a decreet of the thuM, be iirft of 
aU hroks d&iwn an image of J&sv$ 
CHRiar, which flood tipoa ^ great gatv 
^ of the church of Cofiftaitti&«^ l^uabegm 
$iat outrages of die Iconocttfts^ or imsi^e* 
~ breakers. The olliei iioages, iiriridh the^a^ 
peroo, bi£bof»s, and aUtiieSdthful had&ti^ 
fince the peace of the eburdh, bolb ixt pvhtic 
and private pfeces, werot alfb piiUed dowm* 
At this fcene the people was meired^ The 
ftatuee <d the emperoc \mx overthrown 
lA diflPerent parts* Heimmcdii^testjr thiohtog 
his perfon affronted^ waa reproached widk* 
offering a Hke affiront to Jesus Cheist 
and his faints, and that hy hb own confef« '^ 
fion, the iodi^ty offered to ijbe imag^» 
rele£ked upon the onginal: Itsdiy went ftill 
farther. : the emperor's impiety cauf<«L him 
to he refufed the orduaary tribtttes. Luit- 
prand^ ki^g b£ the L<Hnbards, made ule 
of the lame pretext foir {6x,\o% on Raven- 
na^ the refidence of the Exarchs : thOtt 
were called the governors, whom die^em^ 
perers fent into Italy. Pope Gr^or^r IL 
oppofedthe pulling down of the images: 
but he at the iame tinK oppofed the ene^' 
jnles of the empire, and endeavoured to 
730. fctaia the people in their obedience. Peace 
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ivasxnade wkh die Lombards, and the em«- A. D. 
peror executed his decree agsonft the 
images vnth greater violence ^aa ever. 
But the famous J(^ of Damafcus de- 
clared to him, that in matters of religion, 
he knew no decrees but thofe of the church, 
and fuffered greatly on that account. The 
emperor <lrove from his fee the patriarch 
St. German, who died in exile, at the age 739* 
qF 90 years. A little after, the Lombai^s 7+^* 
again teok up arms, and in the calamities 
they brought upon the Roman people, they 
were reftrained only by the authority of 
Charles Martel, whofe aififtance pope Gre- 
gory 11. had implored^ The new- king*- 
dbm of Spain, 'w^ich was called, in thofe 
early times, the kingdom of Oviedo, was 
receiving acceffions from the. vidories and 
€(Hidu£t of Alphonfus, fon-in-law to Pc- 
lagius, who, after the example of Reca- 74.1^ 
•rede, from whom he was defcehded, af- 
fumed the name of Catholic. Leo died, 
and left the empire, as well as the church, 
in a great fermentation. Artabas^us, pre- 
tor of Armenia, caufed himfelf to be pro- 
claimed emperor inftead of Conftantine 
Copronymus fon of Leo, and reftored the 
images. After the death of Charles Mar* 
tel, Luitprand threatened Rome anew : 
the exarchate of Ravenna was in danger, 
and Italy owed its. fafety to the prudence 74a, 
of pope Zachary. Conftantine, embaraffed 743^ 
I in 
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in the Eaft, thought of nothing but cft^ 
blifliing himfelf ;.he beatArtabazus, took 
Conftantinople, and filled it withexeai- 
^ions. Charles Martel's two fons. Carlo- 
man and Pepin, had fucceeded to thor 
father's power : but Carloman growing 
fijck of the world, in the midft of his 
grandeur and victories, embraced a monaft- 
ic life. By this means his brother P^pin 
centred the whole power in his perfon. 
-'He Ipiew how to fupport it by an ex- 
alted merit, and formed the defign- of raiC- 
ing himfelf to the- crown. Childeric, 
the moft pitiful of all princes, opened the 
way to him, by joining to the. quality of a 
drone, that of a natural fool. The French, 
quite weary of their drones, and fo long 
accuftomed to Charles Martel's family, 
ever fruitful in great men, were graveled 
at nothing but the oath they had taken to 
Childeric. Upon the anfwer of pope 
Zachary, they thought themfelves free, 
and fo much the' ^ore difengaged from 
their oath of allegiance to their king, that 
•he and his forefathers, for two hundred 
y^ars paft, feemed to have renounced their 
right of ruling over them., by leaving the 
whole ppwer intailed, as it were, in the 
office of Maire du Palais. So Pepin wa? 
placed on the throne, and the. name of 
king waj re-united ,with .the authority. 
Pope Stephen 11. .found in the new king 

th(p 
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tfiie fame zeal that Charles Martel haci A* D. 
ihewn for the holy fee againft the Lorti- 
lards. After viinly imploring the empe- 
ror's aid, he'threw himfelf again into the 
ar-ms of the French* The king received yj;j^ 
him in France with refpeft, and would 
be anointed and crowned by his hand.^ At 
the fame time he paffed the Alps, delivfet-^ 
cd Rome and the exarchy of Ravenna, 
and reduced Aftolpl), king of the Lom- 
bards, toan equitable peace. In the mean 
time the, emperor made war upon the 
images. To fupport himfelf by ecclefi- 
aftical authority, he affembled a numerous . , 
council at Conftantinople. There did not, Cbnc NIci 
however, appear, according to ^ cuftom, "' * 
cither the legates of the holy fee, or 
the bifhops, or legates from the other 
patriarchal fees. In this council, they not Iti<J- 'lefin.' 
only condemned as idolatrous, all honour Q*p^° ^'*' 
paid to^ images -in memory of the ori- * * ^ 
ginals, but they even damned fculpture - 
and painting as deteftable arts. This' 
i^as the opinion of the Saracens, whofe 
advice Leo was faid to have followed, 
when he overthrew thie images. Nothing, 
however, appeared againft relics. The J*>»^' P<««- 
Yrouncil of Copronymus did not forbid to^^^^^j^j^ 
honour them, and thundered out anathe- "' * • 
ma's againft fuch as refufed to have re- 
courfe to the prayers of the holy virgin and ' 
the fainte» The catholics^ pcrfecuted for 
I 2 the 
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the honour they paid taimage?^ made an- 
fwer to the emperor, that they had rather 
endure all manner of extremities, than not 
honour Jesus CHRist in his very fha-^ 

755. dow. Mean time Pepin repaffed the Alps, 
and chaftifed the faithlefs Aftolph, wha 
refufed to fulfil the treaty of peate. The 
Roman church never received a more noble^ 
^ift than that which that pious prince then 
made her. He gave her the cities retaken 
from the Lombards, and laughed at Copro- 
nymus, when he redemanded what he had 
not been able to defend. From that time 
the emperors were but little acknowledged 
in Rome ; they became, contemptible for 
their weaknefs, and odious for their errors. 
Pepin was regarded as proteftor of the Ro- 
man people, and of the Roman church. 
That quality became, as it were, heredi- 
tary to his houfe, and to the kings of 
France. Charlemagne, fon of Pepin, fup- 
ported it with equal courage and piety. 

772* rope Adrian -had recourfe to him againfl: 
Djdier, king of the Lombards, who had 
taken fever^ cities, and was threatening all 

773» Italy. Charlemagne paffed the Alps, Eve- 
ly thing yielded. Didier was. delivered 
up : the Lombard kings, enemies to Rome, 

777' and to the popes, were deftroyed : Char- 
lemagne had himfelf crowned king of Italy, 
and affumed the title of king of the 
French and Lombaids. At the fame time 

• he. 
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he exercifed in Rome itfelf the fupreme A. D. 
authority in quality of patrician^ and con- 
firmed to the holy fee the donations of the 
king his father. The emperors had. diffi- 
culty to withftand the Bulgarians, and 
vainly fupported, againft Charlemagne, 
the difpofleffed Lombards. The quarrel 
of the images ftill fubfifted. LeoIII. f6n 780. 
of Copronymus, feemed at firfl: pretty mo- ' 
derate ; but renewed the perfecution fo 
foon as he thought himfelf maftcr. He 
quickly died. His fon Conftantine, but 
ten years old, fucceeded him, and reigned 
under the tuition of the emprefs Irene his 
mother. Then things begun to change 784. 
their afpeft. Paul, patriarch of Conftan- 
linopje, declared, towards tbe latter end 
of his life, that he had oppofed the images 
contrary to his confcience 5 and retired in- 
to a monaftery, where he deplored, in pre- 
fence of the emprefs, the misfortune of the 
church of Conftantinople, feparated from 
the four patriarchal Zees : and propofed to ^ 
her the celebration of an univerfal council, 
as the only remedy of fo great an evil. 
Tarafius his fucceflbr maintained, that the 
queftionhad not been judged indue order, 
Vccaufe they had begun with a decree of 
the emperor, upon which an informal 
council had followed 5 whereas in matters 
of religion, it belonged to the council to 
kegin, and to the emperors to fupport the 

I 3 judg- , ^ 
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A. D., judgment of the church: Gomg upon tl&. 
argument, he accented the patriarchate on-' 
ly upon condition that the univerfal coun- 
cil fhould be held. : it was commenced at 
Conftantinople, .and continued at Nice- 
^g-^ ^ The pope fent thither his legates : the 
Cone. Nxc. douncil. of the Iconoc^fls was condemned : 
i. A^. 7. they are detefted as people, who, after the 
example of the Saracens, accufed the- 
Chriftians of idolatry. It was decided, 
that images fliould be honoured in. remem- 
brance, and for the fake of the originals.;- 
which is called in the council .relative 
' worOiip, honorary adoration and (alutation^. 
«s .oppofed. to fupreme worfliip, and ado- 
ration of Latriaj or of entire fubje^on,^ 
which the council referves for God alojl^. 
Befides the legates of the holy fee, and 
the prefence of the patriarch of Con- 
ftantinople, there appeared, legates from 
the . other patriarchal fees, then oppreffed: ' 
by the Infidels. Some have difputed their 
inifEon, but what is undifputed,. is, that- 
far from difowning them, all thofe fees 
. have admitted the council, without the 
leaft appearance of. contradiftion, and it: 
has been • received by the whole church. ? 
The French, encompaffcd with 'idolaters,, 
or with new Chriftians, whofe ideas they 
were afraid to perplex, and at the fame 
time puzzled with the equivocal term ado- 
' jgatipn, hefitated long. Of all the images, 

tbey 
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they would pay htoour to none, but that A. D, 
of the crofs,'as being abfolutely different 
fromthe figures, which the Heathens be- 
lieved full of divinity. They preferred, 
however, the other images in an honour- \ 

able place, and even in the churches, and 
detefted the Iconoclafts. What difference 
remained, made not any fchifm. The 
French came at length to underfland, that 
the fathers of Nice required for images 
only the fame kind of worlhip, in all due 
proportion, which they themfelves paid to ^^ 
relics, to the book of the gofpel, and to 
the crofs ; and this council was honoured 
by all Chriflendom, under the name of 
the feventh general' council. 

Thus ^ have we feen the feven general 
councils, which the Eaft, and the Weft, ^ 
the Greek and Latin churches, receive v/ith 
equal reverence. The emperors called thofe 
great affemblies, by the fovereign authority 
they had over all the bifhops, or, at leaft 
over the principal ones, on whom all the 
'reft depended, and who were then fub- 
jefts of the empire. The public vehicle* 
Were furniftied them by order of tihf princ- 
es. They affembled the councils in the 
Eaft, where they made their refidcnce, and 
ufually fent thither commiffaries to main- 
tain order. The bifliops, thus affembled, 
carried with them the authority of ^ the 
Holy Ghoft, and the tradition of the 
I 4 churches. 
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A. D. churches. At the beginning of chriftianity 
there were three principal fees, which had. 
the precedency of all the reft : thofe of 
Conc.Nic. Rome, Alexandria, and Antioch. The 
>ronc7c. p. council of Nice had allowed the fame rank 
I. Can. 3. to the bifliop of the holy city. The fecond 
Cone. Chal- and fourth councils exalted the fee o£ 
^ ' . ***** 'Conftantlnoide, and. wbuld have it to be 
the fecond. Thus were there five fees,, 
which canie, in procefs of time, to be caE- 
ed patriarchal. The precedency was given 
them in council. Of thofe kos^ the fee 
of Rome was ever regarded the firft, and. 
Cere. Nic. the council of Nice regulated the others. 
Can. 6. by it.. There.werealfo Metropolitan bifli- 
ops, who were heads of provinces, and 
took place of the other bifhops. It was 
pretty late before they begun to be called, 
archbiffiops 5 but .their authority was no- 
thing the lefe acknowledged. When the 
council vras formed, the holy fcripture wa» 
propounded ; paflages of the ancient fathers,, 
witneffes of tradition, were read: it was 
tradition that interpreted fcripture :. its true, 
meaning was believed to be- that> about 
which former ages were agreed ; and no 
one thought he had a right to explain it 
otherwife. Such as refufed to fubmit to 
. the decifions of the council, were anathe- 
matized. The faith,, being explained, ec- 
defiaftical difcipline was fettled, and ca- 
- »oiis,, that is, rules oi the church, were 

dr^wn^ 
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clrawii up. It was believed, that the faith A. D. 
never changed, and that though difcipline 
might, receive divers alterations, according 
to times and places, men ought to aim, 
as much as poflible, at a perfe(St imitation 
of antiquity. In fine, the popes aifiiled 
only by their legates at the firft general 
ccfuncils.; but they approved exprefsly of . 
their doftrine, and there was but one faith 
in the church. 

Conftantine and Irene, caufed the de- 787. 
crees of the feventh council to be religloufly 
executed ; but the reft of their qonduft 
was not conform. The young prince, 
whom his mother forced to marry a woman 
he did not love, gave himfelf up to dif« 
honourable amours; and, weary of paying 
implicite obedience to his imperious mother, 
,he endeavoured to remove her from public 
afFairs, of which fhe kept the management 
in -(pite of him, Alphonfus the chafte ?93* 
reigned in Spain. The perpetual fconti- 
nence that prince obferved, earned him 
that noble title, and rendered him worthy 
to deliver Spain from the infamous tribute 
of an hundred virgins, which his uncle 
Mauregatus had granted to the Moors. 
Threefcore and ten thoufand of thofe In- 
fidels killed- in a battle with Mugatius 
their general, evinced the valour of Al- 
phonfus. Conftantine was alfo endeavour- 
ing tp fignalize himfelf againft the Bulga- 795/ - 
I 5 riansj 
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A..JC).. riaxis ;.but the fuccefsdid not anfwerKis-; 

expedation. He deftroyed, at laft, tlf&-: 1 
whole po\¥er pf Irene j and teing as inca.— - 1 
pable to govern himfelf, as to fufFer the '' 
government: of another, he divorced bis 
^6» wife Maiy, in order to efpoufe Theodora, 
^^99; on^ of her attendants. His mother, high- 
ly exafperated, fomented the troubles, 
which fb great a fdandal occafioned,,ancl 
by her artifices wrought the deftruftioa oF 
Conftantine. She gained the people by - 
moderating the * taxes, and engaged the 
monks anid'' clergy in her interefts, by an 
apparent piety. At kngth flie was ac- 
knowledged fol^ emprefs. The. Romans, ,^ 
defpifing her government, went over to 
Charlemagne, who fubdued the_ Saxons, 
checked the Saracens, deftroyed herefies, 
protefted the popes, won infidel nations to 
• chriftianity, reft'ored the fciences, and ec- 
^ clefiafticaj difdplme, aflembled famous 
CGuncfls.<' where his profound learning wa$ 
admired ; and made not only France and - 
It^y, butjSpain, England, Germany, and 
every where, feel the happy effe£tis of his 
piety and juftice, 
Xf I Epoch. At length; ia the Sooth year^ of out 
^^™'^, I-'Ord, that great prote^aor of' Rome and 
theeib. , It^v* or, to fay better, of. the, whole 
biiihment church and all' Chfiftendom, being elefted 
I^ipSre."^ emperor by the Ronians, without his 
dreaming of any fuch thing, and crowned 
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by pope Leo III. who had prompted the Ro- 
man people to this choice, became founder 
of the new empire, ^nd of the temporal 
greatnefs qf the holy fee* 

These, Sir, be the twelve epochs, 
•w^iich I have followed in this abridgment. ■ 
I have annexed to each of them, the prin- 
cipal fafts that depend upon them. You 
may now, without much difficulty, dif- 
pbfe^ according to the order of time, 
the great events of ancient hiftory, and 
rank them, fo to fpeak, every one under 
its own ftandard. 

I have not forgot, in this epitome, that 
celebrated divifion, which chronologers 
make of the duration of the world, intQ 
feven ages. The beginning of each age 
ferves us for an epoch : if I intermix fome 
others with them, it is, that things may be 
Jhe more diftinit ; and that the order of 
time may unfold itfelf before you with the 
lefs confufion. 

When I {peak to you of the order *of 
time, .^ I do, not, mean, Sir, that you 
ihould charge yourfelf fcrupuloufly with 
every date ; far lefs, that you fliould enter 
into all the difputes of chronologer$, which 
are generally but about a few years. Con- 
tentious chronology, that ftands fo criti- , 
cally- upon thofe minute matters, ^has^ 
doubtlefs, its ufe ; but it is not your af- 
fair, and conduces very little to enlighten 

the 
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tilie mind of a great prince. I did by nor* 
means intend to refine upon this diici^on 
of time, and amongft the calculations al- 
ready made, I have followed that, which 
tome feemed moft probable, without, en- 
gaging to warrant it. 

Wliether in the computation we, make 
of years from the time of, the creation. 
down to Abraham, we (hould follow the 
Septiiagint, which makes the w^ld older, 
or the Hebrew, which makes it younger 
by feveral centuries-; though, indeed, die 
authority of the original Hebrew feems to . 
deferve the preference, it is a thing fo indif- 
ferent in itfelf, that the church, which hath,-, 
with St. Jerom, followed the computation . 
of -the Hebrew in our vulgate, . has allow- > 
ed that of the Septuagint in her<martyro- 
logy. In faft, . what matters it to Jiiftory 
to diminiih, or multiply vacant centuries,;, 
where a man can. have nothing to relate ? - 
Is it not enough, that the. times,, wherein • 
the dates are important, have fixed cha- 
raSers, and that the diftrrbution of them . 
be fupported upon certain foundations ? ' 
And though even. in. thefe times theie 
Ihould be a difpute about fome years, ^ 
this would . feldom or never - create . any; 
difSculty. For example, (hould we be 
obliged to. put a few years fobner or Jater,% - 
either the foundation of Rome, or the 
bkth of. JewsGhhut, you may have 
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jierodved, that this diverfity does no wife 
affe& the feries of the htftories, 'or the dc- 
compliihment of the counf^ls of God. You 
are to fhun Anachroivifms, that perplex the 
order of affairs, and leave the others to be 
difputed amongft the learned. 

Nomorewoiild I burden your memory, 
with the computation of Olympiads, al- 
thou^ the Greeks, . who'make ufc of them, r^ 
render them neceflajy for * the fixing of 
times. It is fit you (hould know what it 
is, in order to have recourfe to it, upon 
CKcafion : but in (hort it will be fufficient, . 
to confine you to the dates, which I pro- 
pofe, as the moft fimple, and the moft fol- 
lowed, namely, thofe of the world to 
Rome, ihofe of Rome to Jesus Christ, , 
and thofe of Jesu« Christ to all gcne- 
lations. 

But the true defign of this epitome, is, , . 
not to explain to you the order of times, 
though that be abfolutely neceflary to- 
wards conne£Ung of all hiftories, and 
ihewing their mutual relation. I told you, - 
Sir, that my principal fcope was to make 
you confider, in the order of time, the 
progrefs of the people of God, and that' 
of great empires. 

Thefe two important obje£b rurt on to- 
gether in that great -movement of ages, 
where they have, if I may fo iay, one and I 
tfaefitthecourfe i but it will be lusedful, in 

order. 
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order to the right underftanding of them, 
to take them apart fometimes the one ftom 
the other, and taconfider feparately v^at- 
ever may relate to each of them. 



P ART II. .' 

T H E ' 

\ 
( 

PkoGRiss of RELIGION* 



The L- A • BOyE all, re%on and fhc pro- 
^ion, and • /,'\ B^®^^ ^' ^^^ people of God con- 
fif ft times. ^ ' %. fidered in this manner, is the' 
greateft and moft ufeful of all objeds, that 
can be propofed to man. How beautiful 
is it to take a review of the different flates 
of God^s people, under the law of nature^ 
and the patriarchs; under Mofes^ and the 
i^itten law; under David, and the pro- 
phets 5 from the return out of captivity, 
until Jesus Christ ; and, laftly, under 
Jesus Christ himfelf, that is," under 
. the law of grace, and the gofpel ; .in the 
* * ages that have expefted the Meffiah, and in 

^ thofe, wherein He hath appeared 4 in thofc, 
wherein the worihip of God was reduced 
. ' to 
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to one people, and in thofe,. in which,, 
agreeably ' to ancient prophecies, it was 
ipread abroad , over .all the, earth \ in thofe, 
in fine,, where men, .yet full of infirmity 
and grofsnefs, flood in need of being fup- 
porfed by temporal rewards and . puriifh'- • 
ments, and in thofe wherein the faithful, , 
better inftruiled, are no longer to live bujt 
by faith, having their afie6):ions Xbt upon 
eternal good things, and fuiFering, in hopes 
of poiTefiing them, all the evils that can 
ppifibly exercife their patience. ., 

And, furely,. Sir,, nothing canbeconr 
ceived more worthy of God, than to have, , 
fijft of all, - cbofea to himfelf a .people, who 
fbould be a palpable inftance of -hia. eternal 
providence ; a people, whofe good or ill 
fortune fhould depend upon their • piety or 
impiety,, and. whofe condition fhould give 
teftimony to the. wifdom andjuftice of 
Him- who governed them^ With this did 
Ged begin, and this did Jie make manifeft 
in the Jewifh people. But after .having, 
by fo many fenfible proofs, eftabliflied this 
immoveable foundation, ,that He is the fole 
and abfolute.difpofer of all the events of 
this life, it was time to raife mens minds 
to higher notions, . and . to fend Jesus 
Christ, for whom it was referved to dif- 
cover to the new peojJe, coUefted from all 
the nations of the world, the fecrets of 
thelife tocome«. 
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You may cafily trace the hiftorjr of both 
\ the oW and new people, and obferve, how 

Jesus' Christ is their common centre 
of union; fince either expe&ed, dr given. 
He hath been, in all ages, the oonfolation 
and hope of the children of God. 

Behold then /reKgibn ever uniform, or, 
rather, ever the fame fronl the foundation 
of the world ! The fame God hath ever 
been acknowledged the maker, the fame 
Christ, the faviour of mankind. 

Thus you fhall fee,- that there is no- 
thing more jancient among men, than the 
religion you profefs, and that it is not 
without reafon your ariceftors have placed 
their greateft glory in being proteftors 
" of it. ' 

What a convincing teftimeny is"^ it of 
the truth, to find, that in the times, where- 
in profane hiftories have nothing to tell us 
but fables, or at moft confufed', and half- 
forgotten fafts, the fcripture, which is, 
without difpute, the moft ancient book in 
the world, carries us back by fo many pre- 
cife events, and by the very chain of things, 
to their true principle, that is, God, the 
author of all ; and points out to us fo dif- 
tin6Uy, the creation of the univerfe, that 
of man in particular, the happinefs of his 
firft ftate, the caufes of his miferies and 
frailties, the corruption of the world, and 
thi^ deluge, the origin of arts and nations, 

the 
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Ac diftribution of lands ^ in fhort, the 
propagation of mankind, and other mat- 
ters of like importance, whereof human 
hiftories fpeak but confufedly, and oblige 
us to feek elfewhere the certain fources 
of tbeai. 

But if the antiquity of religion gives it 
(b much authority, its progrefs continued 
without interruption, or alteration, during 
fo many age», and in fpite of fo many i»- 
terpofmg obftacles, makes manifeft the 
hand of Gk)d fupporting it. - 

What can be more wonderful, than 
to behold •it ftill fubiift upon the fame 
foundations from the beginning of the 
world ; without cither the idolatry and im- 
piety, which on all fides furrounded k, or 
die tyrants, who have perfecuted it, or> 
the heretics and infidels, that have endea- 
voured to corrupt it, or the cowards, diat 
have bafely betrayed it, or its imworthy 
followers, who have diihonoured it by their 
crimes, or, in fine, the length of time,, 
which alone is fufficient to deftroy all* 
human things ; without any, or all of 
thefe, having ever» been able, not to fay, 
to extinguiih, but even to alter it ! 

If we now come to confider what idea 
' that religion, whofe antiquity we revere, 
gives us of her objedl, that is, of the firft 
beingi we ihall confefs her above all hu- 
man 
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man conception, and worthy to be -r^^- 
garded^ as come from God himfelf. 

The God, whom the Jews, and Chrift- 
ians have ever' worfhiped, hath nothing 
ki common with the divinities, full of im- 
perfe£lion, and even of vice, whom the 
reft of the world adored. Our God is a- 

^ God, infinite, perfefl,. alone worthy to a- 
vcnge wickedncfs,' and -to crown virtue,- 
becaufe He alone is holinefs itfelf. 

He. is infinitely above that firft cdHif^, 
and firft mover, whom the philofophers 
have owned, yet vwthout adoring. 1 hofe 

, €)f them, who have been wideft of the 
mark, havefet forth to us a God, who,- 
finding matter eternal and felf-exiftent, a» 
well as himfelf, took and fafhioned it as 
a common artift^ cramped in his work 
by that matter^ and its difpofitions, which 
he did not make ; without ever being able ' , 
to comprehend, that if matter is frbm 
itfelf, it was not to cxpeft its perfedion 
from a foreign hand, and that, if God is 
infinite and perfeft. He ftoodin no need of 
any thing but Himfelf, and his own Al- 
. mighty will, to make whatfoevcr He pleaf- " 
ed. But the God' of our fathers, the 
God of Abraham, the God, whofe won- 
ders Mofe^ h?ith recorded to us, did not ^ 
only put the world in order, but made it 
entirely both in its matter and form. Till 
He gave being, nothing had it but himfelf 

only.. 
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«nty; He h reprefented to us as the maker. 
of all things^ and as making all things by 
the -word of his power, as well 'becaufe ' . 
He makesall things by reafon, as becaufe 
He makes all things without any trouble ; 
and tlie performance, of fo great works 
coils Him but a fingle word,, that is, it 
coils Him but to will . it. 

Now, to purfue the hiilory. of the cre- 
ation, fincc we have begun it, Mofes hatli 
taught us,, that this mighty archited, 
whofe works coil Him fo little, . has bean 
pleafed to perform them at feyeral times,, 
and to create the univerfe in ^x days, ta 
ihew that He does not a£l by neceffity^ 
or by a blind impetuoilty, as fome philo- 
Ibphers have imagined. The fun dart^ 
forth at once, and without referve, all the 
jrays it has ; but God, who a£ls by un- 
derilandingi and. with a fovereign liberty, ^ 

applies his power where He pleafes, and 
how far He pleafes : and as in making 
the world by his word. He ihews that no- 
thing is hard to Him 5 fo by n>aking it 
at different times. He denjionftrates, that • 
He is mailer of his matter, of his aSion,. 
erf his whole undertaking; and that He 
has,, in a<3:ing, . no other rule than his own 
will, ever infallibly right in itfelf. 

This condu<3: of God lets us fee alfc, 
that every thing proceeds immediately • 
frpm Hi§ hand.. The .nations and philo- 

-fophers,. 
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fophers^ who have believed, that thca 
earthy mixed with the water, and affifted?^ 
if you will, by the heat of the fun, had,> 
of itfelf, and bv its own fruit^nefs, 
produced the plants and animals, have ' 
moft grofsly erred. The fcripturc hatth 
given us to underftand, that the elemeMs 
are barren, if the. word of God da not 
render them fruitful. Neither the earth, 
nor fhe water, nor the air, wo^ld ever 
have had the plants and animals we fte 
in them, if God, who had made and pre- 
pared their matter, had not alfo formed 
it by his Almighty will, and given ta 
every thing the feed proper for its multi* 
plication in all ages. 

Thofcj who fee the plants derive tbdr- 
^ring and growth from the fun's genial " 
heat^ might poffiMy be apt to fancy tfiat 
he is the creator of them. But the <Gri|>- 
ture exhibits to us the earth clothed with 
grafs and all manner of plants,, before 
ever the fun was created, that fo we may 
conceive that every thing depends on God' 
alone. 

"It pleafed the great artificer to create 
die light, even before He reduced it to the 
form He gave it in the fun and ftars ; 
becaufe he meant to teach us, that thofe 
great and glorious luminaries, of which 
, iome have thought fit to make deities, had 
in themfelves, neither that precious and 
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bining matter, whereof they were com- 
|pofed» nor that admirable form^ to which 
we fee them reduced. . 
I In ifaort, the account we have from 
ICofes of the creation, difcovers tou3 this 
Igreat fecret of true philofophy, that in ' 
God alone dwells all fulnefs and abfo- 
Jute power. Happy, Wife, Almighty, 
kloae Self-fufficient, He a£ts without ne» 
teffity, as He ads without need ; never 
confined or cramped by matter, but makes 
of it what. He pleafes ; becaufe He it is^ 
who hath given it, by his fole will and 
pleafure, the foundation of its being. By 
[this fovereign right He turns it. He moulds 
jit. He moves it, without any fort of di£Si-* 
culty : all depends upon Him : and if, ac* 
kording to the order eftablifhed in nature, 
I one thing depends on another, as, for in* 
(bace, the rife and progrefk of plants, 
I upon the heat of the fun, it is by reafon 
that the fame God, who made all the 
iparts of the univerfe, hath been pleafed 
to link them to one another, and to difplay 
[his wifdom by the wdnderful concatenation* 
I But all that the holy fcripture teacheth 
jUS concerning the creation of the univerfe, - 
lis nothing in comparifon of what it fays 
I of the creation of man. 

Hitherto God had done all in -a com- 
I manding way : Let there he light : let there ^«»* '• 
\hiM firmament in tbemdji ofthewaters\ 
> let 
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Utthe waters he gathered together unto oftt 
"place \ let the dry land appear^ and let 
tt bring forth : let there he great lights^ 
to- divide the day from the night ; let the wai- 
ters hring forth fowl and fijh : let the 
earth' hring forth living ^reaturesy after 
their feveral kinds, , But when He conies 
to the producing of man, MoTes makes 

C«n. i, 26, him talk in a new ftyle :' Let us mafe Tnan^ 
faith He, in our image, after our likenefs^ 
It is no longer that authoritative word of 
.command, but one moremiW, though no 
l6fs efficacious. God holds council in 
Himfelf : God excites himfelf, as it were 
to fignify to us, that the work He is now 
fitting ^bout, furpalTes all the works he 
had till then perfojt-med. 

Let us make man, God fpeaks within 
Himfelf; He fpeaks to fome one who 
makes as well as He, to fome one, of 
whom man is the creature and image ; 
He fpeaks to another Self ; He fpeaks to 
Him, by whom all things were made, to 

Jolrn T. 19. Him, who faith in his gofpel, Whatfo^ 
. e^r things the Father doth, thefe alfo doth 
the Sonlikewife. In fpeaking to- his Son, 
or with his Son, He fpeaks at the fame 
. time, with the Almighty Spirit, equal to, 
and co-eternal with Both. 
. It is a thing unknown in all the fcripture^ 
language, that any other than God hath 
ever fpoke of himfelf in the plural num- 
bers 
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*bcr ; Let us make, QoA himfeif doth nat- 
fpeak thus above two or three times in 
fcripture ; and this extraordinary flyle be- 
gins to appear, when iie goes about the 
^.creation of man. 

j When God changes his language, and, 
uin fome fort, hia condu<Sl too, it is not that 
he changes in Himfeif ; but He fhews us', 
i.that He is going to begin, according to his 
I eternal couiifeb, a new order of things. 

Thus. man, fo highly exalted above 
I the other creatures, whofe. generation Mo- 
I fes had defcribed to us, is produced m a 
\ method entirely new. TheTrinity begins to 
I declare itfelf, in making a reafonable crea- 
I ture, whofe intelle<ftud opei-ations are an 
imperfe<5t image of thofe eternal opefati- 
j.ons, whereby God is fruitful in Himfeif. - 
I ' The word of counfcl, which God makes 
\ ufe of, denotes, that the creature, which 
, js about to be made, is the only one, that 
can ^&, by counfel and- underftanding. 
All the reft is nolefs extraordinary. Till 
now we had not feen, in the hiftory of Ge- 
neiis, the finger of God applied to corrupt- 
ible matter. But to form the- body of man, ccn. U. 7, 
Himfeif takes earth ; and that eaith mould- 
ed by fuch a hand, receives the moft 
^ beautiful figure, that hath ever yet ap- 
peared in the world. 
[ That particular attention which appears 
I in God^ wh.en he is making. of man, fhews 
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US9 that he^has a pardcidar regard for hko^ 
thcmgh every -thing- eke be* immediately 
coiidu£led by his wifdom. 

But the manner in which He produces 
the foul, is-far more wonderful : He does 
not extract it from matter ; He infpires - 
it from above : it is a breatii, ol^ life, that 
proceeds forth from Himfelf. 

When Se created the beafts. He {aid^ 

Ccii.i. 10. Let the water bring forth fifties ; and after 
this manner He created the fea^monfters, 
and every moving creature that'hath life, 
that was to fill the waters. He faid alfo^ 

Rid. 34. Let fh^ earth bring forth every living crea^ 
turey cattle^ and creeping thing. Thus 
wore to fprii^ tbofe living fouls, of a 
brutifh and beftial life, to whom God al- 
lots no other fphere of ^dion, than fome 
motions dependent on the body. God 
calls them forth from the womb of the 
waters, and of the earth j but that foul, 
whofe life was" to be an imitation of his 
own, which w^ to live as himfelf, by 
reafon and underftanding, which was to 
be uhited to Him, by contemplating and 
loving Him, and which on diat account 
was made in his image, could hot be de- 
rived from matter. God, in fafhioning 
matter, may well form a beautiful body, 
hut turn or fafhion it how He will. He 
never will find in it ^his^ own image and 
likeneis. The iovX^ made after his image 

and 
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5ancl capable of being happy in the enjoys 
tnent cf Himy muft be produced by a new 
creation ; it muft come from above ^ and 
this is what is fignified by that breath 
■of life, which <jod breathes from- his 

BflOUth* 

Let us ahVays remember, that Mofes fet 
forth to carnal men, by fenfible images, 
pure and inibdledual truths. 

Let us no* fancy that God breathes 
after the manner of animals. Let us not 
fancy that our foul is a fubtle air» or thin 
"- vapour. * The breath, which God infpires, 
and which b^ais in itfelf the image ci 
•God, b neither air nor vsqpour. Let us 
not bclieye, that our foul is a portion ol 
the divine nature, as fome philofophers 
have dreamed. . God is not a whole that 
-can be divided. '^Though God fliould have 
parts, they would pot be created ones. 
For liie creator, the uncreated bdng, could - 
jiot be compofed of creatures. The foa! 
is made, and fo made, that it is no part 
of the divine nature ; but only a fubftance 
made after the image and likenefs of the, 
olivine nature; a fubftance^ that is ever 
to continue united to Him that formed it» 
This is the meaning of that divine breath- 
ing ; this is what dut breath of life re«- 
prefents to us. . 

Behold, then, man formed ! <3od formt 

alfo out of bmtj the companion He is 

K pleafed 
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ples&d ta give him. AH men fprmg from 
one macriage, in* order to be for ever but 
.c»ie and the fiune fiunily, howevar di^r(- 
cd or multiplied. 

Our firft {urents, dins formed, aic 
placed in that delightful garden, whidt 
.is called paradife : God owra to Utnfelf to 
^makehis image happy« 

He gives a command to man, to let film 
know, that lie hath a mafl^ ; a command 
relating to a fenfible thing, becaufe maa 
m2s m^ with fenfes ; an eafy command^ 
becaufe He would render his life as com- 
' ^rtable, as it fkould be innocent* 

Man does not keep a precept of fo eafy 
*cbfervaiice : he headcens to the templing 
fpitit, and to himfelf, inftead of h^rken- 
ing to Ood only : his fall is inevitable; 
>tttwe muilccnfider & in its origin, as 
>weU as in its confequen^es. 

God had, at .the beginning, made hi& 
.angels pure fpirits, and diiftiod^ from all 
matter. He who makes nothing, but what 
is good, had created them all in h(^neis, 
and Aty had it in their power to fecuce 
their fi^icity, by a voluntary fubmiffion 
jto their creator. But whatefvcr is derived 
■from notWngis defeflive. A part of thofe 
angels fufFered themfelves to be feduced 
by felf-love. Wo to the creature'that de- 
BghtB initfelf, and not in God ! it lofes in 
a moment a^ his gifts. Strange efied: of 
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^fin ! thofe fptrit^ of li^t became fpirits of 

•<iarkneis : they had no longer any l^ht, 

but what turned to malicioud cunning* A 

^inalignant envy now took . place of love ; 

.their native greatheis now was only pride % 

^eir happind^ was changed into the difmal 

^o^mfort of getting tfaemlelv6s compamom 

in their roifery, and their former bltfled 

>exerci{es to the.execrable employment df 

rtempting men* The moft perfcft of them 

all, who had alfo been ^e moft pr<Mik» 

proved the moft mifchievous, as he was 

^e moft mlferaWc. Man, ixAm G$d bad ^^' '^L 

made a Utile lower than the angels^ by 

unitii^ him to a body, became an obje6l oi 

jealoufy to fo perfeft a fpirit : he wanted 

•to draw him into his rebdUion, that h^ 

might afterwards involve him iti his 4e>- 

ftnidion. Let us hear how he biefpeaks 

fcim, and dive to the bottom d I9S artiftees* 

«He addrefles himielfto Eve, as the Weaker 

veflel: but tn the perfon <tf Eve, he 

fpeaks to her husband as wtll 7& t6 her : . 

Teay hath Gtfdfaid^ yejball noteatrfevery^^'^^' 

tree of the garden? If He hath made you 

leafonable creatures, you ought to know 

the reafon of every*thing : this firuit is not 

.|)oifon: Te /hall mt furely die: Behold, ^*»- "^' -*• 

liow the fpirit of revolt begins ! The coni-' 

tnand is difputed, and the obedience is 

brought into doubt. Tejhall be as gods^lb'A. .5. 

'free and independent; happy in, yourfelves, 

K 2 and 
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And wife through yourfelves ; ye JUU 

Jinow goad and evH-i nothing ihall be im^ 

penetrable to you. JBy thefe perfuallvc 

a^uments does the deluding fpirit fet 

himfdf up a^nft. the creator's tsrder, 

and above his rule. ,£ve, half-gained^ 

Jooksiipon the fruit, whofe beauty pro- 

ibid. 0. niifed a pleafant tafte. Findmg that God 

.had uxiited jn man a foul and body, Oie 

ithought, that in favour of man, he might 

^offibly have alfo annexed to plants fuper- 

natural virtues, and intelledual gifts to 

ienfiblfi objedb. After eating of this beau^ 

•tiful fruit, {he prefented of it alfo to her 

husband. Behold him dangeroufly attacks 

^•d! Example and complaifance add ftrength 

1)0 tiie temptaticm : he is beguiled into die 

iieintiments of the tempter, fo powerfully 

J)acked : a deceitful curiofity, a flattering 

.thought of pjride, the fecret pleafure of a&- 

jng ipontaneous, and, according to one'^s 

jown inclinations, allure and blind him : 

he is willing to make a dangerous trial of 

' his liberty, andtaftes, \<rith the forbidden 

fruit, the pernicious fweets of pleaiing his 

^ancy: the fenfes mingle their allurements 

with this new charm, he follows them, 

he fubmits to them, he 'makes himfelf their 

flave, who was before their mailer. 

At the fame time every thing chaises to 
^m. The earth fmiies no longer upon him 
■M fonQerly i he fhall have no more from ^ 

. thencfe' 
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ihence, but by the fweat of his brows ^ 
the tkj has no more that- ferenity of sur : 
the animals^ which all, even the moft 
odious and fierce, were wont to afford 
him an innocent paflime, aiTume to hinv 
hideous forms. God, who had made eve^ 
ly thing for his happinefs, turns every 
thing in a moment into his punifhment. 
He is a burden to hlmfclf, who had enjoyed Gen, Hi,/, 
fuch felf-complaccncy. The rebellion of 
his fenfes makes him obferve in himfel£ 
fomewhat fhameful. It is no more that 
firft work of the creator, in which all was 
comely. Sin hath made a new work, 
Aat needeth to be hid, Man can no 
longer f up port his ihame, and would fain 
cover it . from his own eyes. But God be- 
conxes flill more infupportible to him. 
That great God, who had made him after 
his likenefs, and had given him fenfes, as 
a neccflary help to his underftanding, was 
pleafed, fometimes, tolhew himfelf to him 
under a fenfiUe form : man can no longer 
endure his prefence. He feeks the deepeft Gen. iii, f^ 
rece0es of the woods, to hide himfelf from 
the prefence of him, who formerly was 
his whole happinefs. His confcience ac« 
cufes him before ever God fpeaks. His 
woful excufes compleat his confufion. He 
mufl die : the remfcdy of immortality is 
taken from him, and a more dreadful 
death, namely, that of the foul, is figured 
K 3 to 
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lo Wm by that liodily death, td which \A 
is condemned. But behold our ientence 
Yirtually pronounced in his! God, who 
had refolved to reward his <J)ed]ence in ali 
his pofterity, the. moment he fell from 
it, condemns and fmites him, not only ia 
his cywn perfon, but al(b in. alt hb chil-i«. 
drenj as in the- moft tender and deareft 
part of himfelf : we are all curfed an our 
iiHl principle: our bicdi is tainted and in- 
jE^fled in its fource* 

Let xA not here pretend tocxaminci 
tKofe^teniUe rules of ditine juflice^ b^ 
whicb the human race is cuifed in its on*^ 
anaL Let us adore the judgments oC 
God, who looks upon aQ men as oae> ia 
him, from whom he means to make sd. 
Ifroceed. Let us alTo look upon ourfdres 
as degraded in our rebellious parent, asftig* 
matized for ever by the fentence, that 
dooms him, as bankhed with him, and. 
excluded.paradife,*whic;h he ought to have . 
preferved for our birth-place. 

The rules of human juftice may help ua 
to enter into the depths of divine juffice^ 
whereof they are a ihadow : but they can 
liever difcover to us the bottom of that 
abyfs. Let us -believe that the juftice, 2£ 
well as mercy of God, will not be mea« 
fured by diofe of men, and that both have 
ejSb^ £u: mon extenfiye and profounds 

But 



,y Google 



An Univcrfal Hiftorjr. 199 

fiut whilftGod*8 feveritics upon mankind 
sdarm us, let us admire, how he turns 
our eyes to a more agreeable objedl. Un- 
der jhe figure of the ferpent, whofe Gemiii. 14, 
crooked windings were a lively imag6 of *S* 
the dangerous iniinuations, and fallacious' 
devices of the evil fpirit, God ihews 
©ur mother Eve' her enemy vanquifhed, 
and points out to her that bleflfed (eed^. 
which was to hrtiife ber vanjuijher'i head^ 
diat is, to humble his pride, and pull down 
hb empire, orer the whole earth. This 
Jdcfied feed was Jesus Christ, the Toil 
cf a viigBi; that Jesus Cheist^ in 
wiioai akme Adam had* not finned, be* \ 

CMife be was to fpring fkocn Adan^ in a 
£raie nannec, and to^ be oonceurcd^ not • 
bjr man, but b^ ibe Holj^ Ghoft. 

But before- the Ssfionr Ibould beg^vcn 
vs, it was fit mankind fliould by a long 
experience know, the need- tbcy bad of 
iiich a fuccour. Man was' dien^ left tor 
himietf, bis mclinalions became corrupt* . 
bis enonmtks went beyond ail bounds, and 
iniquity covered the whokiace of the eaifdi, 
TTien God meditated a vengeance, the 
femembrance of which he refolved ihbuld 
j^ever be blotted out fi*om among men : 
that of the oniverfal flood, the memoiy 
ef which accordingly is ftill Rafting in ail 
nations, as well as that of the wickedn'efi 
which occafioned it. J 

K4 Left 
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Let men no longer fancy, that the world 
Rioves alone i and that what has beexv 
ihall always be,, as bebg of itfelf. <iod^ 
who hath made all things, and by whom 
all things fubfift, is about to drown both 
man and beaft, that is, he is about to de- 
ftroy the moft beu-utiful part of his work. 

He had need of nodding befides - him- 
felf to deftroy, what he had made by .a 
word : but he* judged it piore worthy of ♦ 
Him to make his creatures the inftrument 
of his vengeance, and he calls the waters 
to ravage the land akeady overflowed with 
wickednefs, ' 

There was found in it,, however, one- 
juft man* God, before he faved him from, 
the deluge of waters, had prcferved him 
by his grace ffom the deluge of iniquity.. 
His family was referved to repknilh thie 
earth,, which was about to be but one im-» : 
menfe fblitude.. By the cares of that 
righteous perfon,. God faves the animals,, 
that fo man may underftand, they are 
made for him, and fubjo&ed to hi& domi-^ 
nion by their creator. . 

The world becomes new again, and the 
earth once more rifes outof thebofoni of 
the waters ; but in this new world there 
remains an eternal impreffipn of the divine 
vengeance.. Until the flood, all nature was 
ftronger, and more vigorous 5. by that im- 
xnenfe body of waters, which God brought 

upon. 
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jtipon the eardi, and by their long continu- 
^ance on it, the juices it contained were 
altered ; the air, closed with an exceffive 
ixKufture, ftrengthened the principles of 
corruption ; and the old conftitution of the 
-urorld being thus weakened, the human 
life, which before would run to near a 
Aoufand years, gradually decreafed : herbs 
and fruits had no longer their former 
ftrength, and there was a neceffity for giv- 
ing men a more fubftantial food in the fleih 
of animals. 

Thus by degrees were ' to difappcar and 
ivear out the remains of the primitive in-* 
ftitution;' and nature changed gave man . 
intimation, that God was no more the fame- 
to him, fihce he had been provoked by fo- 
many crimes. 

Moreover, that long life of the primitive^**!*?**' 
men recorded in the axinals of the People ^^^^?^ * 
of God, has not been unknown to other Damaf.&ai. 
^ nations, and their andent traditions have>«P^^ J*>M*; 
preferved the memory of it. Death ad- jj^^j^^'^^ 
vancing.with fwifrer ileps, caufed mento&di. 
feel a fpeedier vengeance ; and as they daily • 
plunged deeper and deeper into wicked- > 

nefs, it was fit they (hould be likewife, fo • 
to* fpeak, daily plunged deeper in dieir 
punifhma^t. 

The fingle change of diet might ^ have . 
intimated to them, now much their ftate - 
was growing wprfe, fmce by becoming.- 
. K 5 wcaker,t 
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' ^venkcr^- they at the fame tune became 
more Voracious and bloody. Before the. 
time of the deluge, die food men found- 
vithout violence inthefruits» which fell> 
of their own accord, and in the heibs^ 
vbicb alfo dried £0 h&^. was, doubtleis^ 
fame remains of the primitive innocence^. 
« and of the mildneis to which we were- 
fbrmed* Now for dat nounihment we-, 
muft fpill blood, in fpite o£ flie horror it' 
naturally excites in us, and all the refine* 
ments we make ufe of to cover our tables^, 
are fcarce fuffident to difguife to m the 
carcafes we muft devour to fatisfy us. 

But that is thefmalleft part of our mis^ 

fortunes; Life, already (bortened, is ftill^ 

X more abridged by die violences introducii^ 

among mankind.^ Man, whom we faw in 

the primitive times fparing the Ufe of 

beafts, grows now accuftdmed not to fpare 

even that of his fellow-creatures. In vain 

did God, prefently after, the deluge, forbid ~ 

the ihedding of human hlobd: in vain, to 

prefcrve fome veftiges of the mildnefs of 

our nature, while he allowed to eat the 

'Gea.ur.4. Seih of beafls, had he referved the blood. 

Murders muhipHed without meafure. It is 

Gen. iv. S. true, that, before the flood Cain had facrl-p 

ficed bis brother to his jealouiy. Xamech, 

f Ctn. iv. 13. fpning from Giin, had committed the fe- 

cond murder, and we may believe that more 

were committed after thofe d^|p[inabl<^ ex- 

' amples. 
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amines. But wars were not yet jmrented; . 
1x im after the deltige) ^t appeared thofi; 
ravagers. of provinces^ called conquerorii 
nxrhoj' inqtted by: the fole glory of <^mmandj| 
Iiave exterminated fo many innocent per^* 
Ions. 

^katoiy acuHedlpflumiof Ham> whaOai.x.9, 
^«ras cmfed by hts father,^ began the making 
of -war, only to eftaMifii an empire ta 
lumfelf. From iiiat time smibitioii bath 
ivantody iported with the lives of men t 
stay, they came the length of killing each 
other, ja cold blood : the lM^;ht of glory^. 
andthemoflrivible ofallarts, was to pu( 
one another to death. 

Such were the bcgiimings of the worldt 
as the hiftory of Mofes reprefents them ta 
Its : beginnings happy at firft^ but after-<^ 
' wards big wrdi mifc}ue& : with re%e^ to 
God, who m^es all things, ever adn^irable^ 
fuch, in fhort, that we learn by revolving . 
them in our mind, to coofidor the umverfe 
and mankind. ever under the hand of tho 
creator, brought oat of nothing by his 
word, preferved by his goodne6» governed 
by his wifdom, pumfhed by hi$ juftice, 
delivered by his mercy, and ever fubjeA to 
his power. 

Tliis is not. the univerie philo(bpher» 
have .conceived it, formed, according a ta* 
fome, by a fortuitous concourfe of atoma^ 
or which, according ta the wifeft of them, 

furniibcd 
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furnifhed its matter to its aothor, which^ 
confequently depends on him,, neither in 
the effence of its beings nor* firft cfEste^^ 
and ties him up to certain laws^ which 
Ikimfelf cannot violate. 

M6fes> and our ancient fathers, whole 
traditions Moies hath c^lle£led,>2d9brd us 
other notions. ^The God he hath declared 
' to us, hath a very difFerent power :. he can 
dp and undo juft as he pleafes \ hci givedi 
; laws to nature, and abrogates thetn whea 
he will. 
If, in order to make himiHf known in 
^ times^ when the grcateft part of men had. 
forgot him, He wrought aftonifhing intra— 
eles, and forced nature to recede from her 
moft conftant laws. He, byfo doing,, con*- 
tinued to demonftk-ate, rfiat He was her ab~ 
fbliite mailer, and that his . will, is th& only^ 
bond, that keq)& up the order of the- 
eWorld. 

And this. was jiift what men had for- 
got : the ftability of fo beautiful an order: 
ferved' how only to perfuade them, that? 
that order had ever h^en, and that it was' 
from itfelf : whereby they were prpmpted. 
" to worlhip either the worldin general, or: 
the ftars, the elements, and, iii fhort, aUi 
\ Aofe great bodies which compofe it. God 
Jfath therefore ihewn to mankind a good- 
ncfs worthy of himfeU^ inreverfing, upon 
Xismarkable occafion% , that .oider> . whichy . 

not 
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w>^only (lo longer ftmck them, b^caufe 
diey were accuftomed to it, but which 
even prompted them, fo grofsly were they 
blinded) to imag^ne eternity and ifidepen^ 
^nce elfewhere than in Goi . 

The hiftory of the people of God at-* 
tefted'byits own progreiEon, and by the 
reC^on, as well of thofe who- wrote it, as- 
of thofe, who have prcferveA it . with fo 
much care, has kept^, as in a falthful-regN 
fier, the memory of thofe miracles, and 
gives us thereby a true idea of the fupreme 
dominion of God,. Almighty mafter of his 
creatures, whether to hold them fubjeft to* 
the general laws He hath eilabiiibed, or 
to give them others, when he jodges it ne— 
ceflary by fome.furBrizingflrolce to awakii>: 
ileeping.manldnd» 

Such is the- God,^whom Mbfes hath pro* 
pofed to us in his writings, as the only one 
we ought to ferve ; fuch the God, whom. ^ 
the patriarchs worshiped before ever Mo^ 
fes was ;. in aword, the God ofAbraham, 
Ifaac, and Jacob;., to. whom our father A-r 
braham was willing to offer up his only fon 5 
of whom Melchifedek, thetype of- Jesus 
Christ, was high-prieft ;. to whom our 
father Noah facrificed, uppn coming out 
of the ark i whom righteous Abel iiad ac- 
knowledged in offering to him of .his moft 
predous fubftance ; whom Seth, given to 
Adaminilead of Abel, had made kiiowA 
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to hm children, called aUb the chiliren aP 
God; whofflbAdam hirafi^had fet ft^A 
t9 his deTcendants, as him, out of whofe 
hands he had lately come, and who alone 
could put an end to the Woes of his unhap* 
py pofterity. 

O excellent philofophy, which givt9 u» 
fuch pure ideas of the author of our being I 
Excellent tradition, that prefervds to us 
the memory of his ^oribus works ! How 
holy the people of God, fince by an unin* 
terrupted fucceffion, from the foundation 
^ of die world down to our days, they have- 
.cver preferved fo holy a tradition ami phi- 
lofophy ! • 

n. But as the people of God begun under 

Mnhuoy ^ patriarch Abraham, to take a more 
^i^l^,^* regular form, it will be nefcel&ry, Sir, 
to dwdl with you a little upon that great 
man. 

He was ^bom a^out three hundred and 
fifty years after the flood, at a time, 
when human life, though reduced to nar* 
rower limits, was ftill very long. Noah 
was but juft dead i Shem his eldeft foit was 
yet alive, and Abraham might have pofled 
the mpft of his days with him. 

Figure then to yourfelf the world ftill 

new, and ftill, fo to fpeak, drenched in 

&e waters of the deluge, when men, fy 

near the origin of tbmgs, had no occafion, 

^ in order to know the unity of God, and 

tbc 
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t1)6 (ervlce that was due Co him, for anjr 
thing but ^e tradition which had been 
preferved of it froiEn Adam and No^ : a 
tradition otherwife fb conformabk to the 
It^ of reafon, that one would have thought 
ib dear and important a trudi could never 
have been darkened or forgotten amoi^ 
men. Such is the firft fta^of religion, 
-which continued, down to Abraliam, when, 
to Jcnow the greatnefe of God, men had 
onty to confult their reafon aiid memiMy. 
But reafon was weak and corrupted, and 
proportionably as men removed further 
from the origin of things, diey confound- 
ed theideas they had received from their 
• anceftors* The untoward, or ill-taught 
children, would no longer believe their 
old decrepit grand-fires, whom they fcarce« 
ly knew after fo many generations ; hu- 
man fenfe brutiiied, (if I may be allowed 
the term) could rife no more to jntelleAu- 
al objjeds, and men chufing no longer to 
virorihip ought but what they faw, idola* 
try diffufed itfelf over the whole worldr 

Thefpirlt, who had -beguiled the iirft 
, man, tafted now the full' fruit of his fe- 
" du£tion, and beheldthe complete effefk x>f 
his'&ying, Te JhnUbem gods. From the 
moment he uttered it, he deiigned to con* 
found in man the idea of God with that of 
the creature, and to divide a name, whole . 
ihajefty confifts in being incommunicable. 

His 



,y Google 



ioS An Univerfal Hiftory. 

Rb fchemc fuoceeded* Men fwalloved 
up in BdOb and blood, had, however, pre^ 
ferved an obfcure idea of the divine power, 
which maintained itfelf by its own force ; 
but being blended with the*images that eii* 
tered by their fenfes, jnade them fall -down 
and worihip all things wherein there ap*- 
peared any aSivity or power. Thus the 
fun and flars, which made their influences- 
felt at fuch a diftance,^ the ike and ele--- 
ments, whofe effeds were fo tuiiyerfa},- 
became the firft obje£b of public.adoratioiu 
The great kings, and conquerors, who 
were fo mighty in the earth, and the au* 
thors of inventions ufeful to human life, ^. 
X had foon after divine honours paid th^m* 
Menfubjefted themfelvcsto the tyranny- 
rf their fenfes: the fenfes decided every 
thing, and made, in fpite of- reafon, aU * 
the gods that were adored upon earth. 

How widely diftant did man now hem ■- 
from hb firft inftitution ! And how was- 
^ the image of God defaced in him! Could 
God have made him with thofc perverfe in- • 
clinations, that were daily more and more 
declaring themfelves ? And did not that 
amazing propenfity he had to fubmit to 
everything but his natural Lord, betray 
too vifibly theftrange hand, by which < 
God*8 workmanfliip had been fo deeply al* • 
tered in the. human mind, that fcarce could : 
any trace of it be found? Driven by. 

that 
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cftat blind knpulfe, which fwayed him, he 
hurried into idolatry, nor was any diing 
able to ftop his careen So great an evil 
made a wonderful progrefs* But left i« 
&ould infeA all mankind, and utterly ex- 
tinguiih the knowledge of God, that great 
God called from on^high hisforvant Abra^ 
ham, in whofe family he meant to eftabfiih 
hb -worfhip, and preferve Ae ancient be- 
lief, as well of the creation of the univerfe, 
^ as of the particular providence, with whiciv 
he governs hitman things. 

Abraham has ever been celebrated io the 
Eaft. It is not only the Hebrews that 
look upon him as their -fiither: the Idu* 
means boaft the fame originaL Ifbmael, theG<a.xTi^t£[« 
ion of Abraham, is knovtrn among the A* 
rabians, as the fountain wheiice thev 
fprung. Circumcifion is- continued with 
tiiem, as the mark of their origin, andjoreph.A«i« 
they have in all times received it, not oa'* 3'* 
the eightli day, after the manner of the 
Jews, but at their thirteenth year, as the 
firripture informs, us, it was given to th^Cets. xvii. 
biXh^x Ifhoiael J a cuftom which fUll pre-^*S- 
vails among the. Mahometans^ Other Ar Alex. Po-. 
rabian nations commemorate Abraham and Jyl^- ^T^ 
Keturah, and they are the feme the fcrip-^^^^^iK^Bc- 
ture derives from that marriage.. Thisrof. Hecat. 
patriarch, was a Chaldeian, and thofe pco*^"Pjj^i*^ 
jle, famed for their aftronomical obfer-j^p^^ w^ ** 
vatiosis^. have .counted. Abraham as. one of ant. 1. j. c. 

their*- *^^' 
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fwp-Er. ^iiirmoft kamed obfenrcrs, TheSyiiaK^ 

xs/fof 20. J^'ftorisms have ntade him kfaig of Damaf- 

& ziii IX. * COS, iJKHigh a ffaranger, and come frcHXi the 

^'i'S,*' ^'^fi'*^ of Babylon, arid they tell that he 

Hift, imii? quitted the kingdom of Dsunafcus, in or- 

in excerpt, der to fettle in the couiitry of the Canaan- 

J^-P^*p**ites,- afterwards called Judea. But k is 

An?7r vi'ii. better worth while to obiferve wftat tbe 

<. s. &Eui;hiftory of the people of Ged relates to i»- 

wTIft.^^* concerning this grcsEt man* We have feen/ 

that Aincuiam followed die kind of iSe,; 

which the ancients did before all tbe worU* 

was reduced into kingdoms, Ifc reigpied 

in bis £un]ly, m^tfa-iriiidi he. cadnaced 

> tbat paftoial lUe, fo noted for its fimplirfty 

<M. sii« aad innocence ; rich in flocks^ ia ibvcsy 

*^ aad ia money; but wiiiioiit lands, anil 

w^out inheritance, aad yet he lived ina 

foreign kingdom, reipe&ied, aad indepe»* 

dent as a prince. His piety and iategntyy 

proteded by God, won him this lefpeft:. 

He treated as an equal mth kiag^ iriMS 

courted his alliance, and tbenoe cane the 

ancient opinion, that he made hiinftif a 

kii^. Though his life was' fimple and 

peaceful, he knew how to make war, but 

only in defence of Us opprefledal&es. He 

defended them, and revenged them by a 

. iignal vi£lory« lie reftoredthem a& didr 

i£hes, retaken from the enemies^ widiout 

_^ . refervir^ any thing, but the tithe, whidi 

^^' he offered to God, and the portion*st 
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fcetonged to the auxiliary troops, « which he 

faad carried to battle. Moreover, after fo ^ 

great a fervic^, he refufed Ac prefentti^of 

liie, kings with an unparalded snagnaiu^Cca-JDowtt 

mity, and could not endure that a^iy mack^* 

Ihould boaft, he had made'Jhrahamridf^ 

He would owe nothing but to God, who 

protefied him, and ^om alone he follow-* 

ed with a perfe£l faith and obedience* 

Guided hf that faith» he had left his na-ceiuxii.Jte» 
five country, to coitie into a land whids 
Godftewed hinu God, who had called 
lum, and rendered him wocthy of bis cor 
fttaoaat^ concluded it upon tilde coodif^ 



ife dedaicd to him, that he wquU h^9m.viiL% 
lis God, and the Godof his diildr«D,9* 
tfiat is, that he would be their pooteAor, 
and diat Ihey ihould ferve him as the only 
God, creator of heaven and eardu 

He promifed to bim and bis fad aftirXkiiL- 
limy a hndj (namely,- duit of Canaan) 
for a»9Virk^ing pojfeffim^ andforthefeat 
of rdi^on. ^ 

Now Abraham had no children, and Gen. si. a» 
i^arali his wife was barreiiL God fware to>*:.4> 5- 
him by himfdf, and by his eternal truth,*^"* ^^' 
that of him an(if that woman ihouid fprjng 
a nation, that* ihould equal the ibrs<» 
heaven, and. the iand of the fea for mul^^ - 
^tude«. 
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But here comes diemoft memorable ar-^ 

tide, of the divine promife. All nations 

were running Headlong into idplatiy.. 

^mi «i. 3. God promiibd to the hdy patriarch,- that 

XTiii. iS. jj^ jjjj^^ j^jjj. -jj jjjj fg^^ ^1 ^ofg blinded 

nations, which bad forgot their creator, 

ihould be blefled,* that is, reftored to the . 

knowledge of hkn, wherein alone true 

bleffing is to be found.' 

By thb faying Abraham is made father 

of the faithful, and his pofterity is chofen 

to be the fource, whence the bleffing i? 

to flow throughout die whole earth. 

' &i this promife was included the com* 

ing of the Meffiah, fo often foretold to our 

fathers, but always foretold as him, who 
" was to be the faviour of the Gentiles, aiuE 

of all the nationscf the world. 

Thus that bFelTed feed promifed to Eve, 

became alfo the feed and offspring, of A- 

braham. 

Such is the foundation of the covenant ^ 

fuch its conditions. Abraham received the 

©en. rrii. token of ^ it in crrcumcifion, a ceremonyy 

, the proper efFeS of which was to fignify, 

tiiat that holy man belonged. to God with 

aQ his family. 
Gen. XV. a. Abraham was childlefe, when God'bc* 
xvii.iofii.S^'^^^^'^^'^ his race. God gave him no 
aai, 13. iced for fcveral.years. Afterwards, he had 

Uhmael, who was to be father of a great 

nation, but not of that chofen people fo 
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long promifed to Abraham. The Either 
.of thechofen peo|)le was to fpring from 
hini, and his wtfe Sarah, who was barren* 
At length, thirteen years after I(hniael,Gen.«i« 
came tiiat fo long wiflied for child : he 
was named Ifaac, that is /^ tfj'^/rr, a child 
of joy, a child of miracle, a child of pro- 
mife, who (hews by his birth, that the true 
childr«i.of God^are bom of grace. 

This blefled child was now grown up,^^ *^ 
and of an age, in which his father might 
cxped other children by him, when all of 
a fudden God commanded him to offer 
him up. To what trials is faith expofed ! 
Abraham carried Ifaac to the mountain, 
which God had told him of, and was go- 
ing to facrifice that fon, in whom . alone 
God profiGied to make him fether both of 
his people, and of the Mei&ah. Ifaac pre- 
fented his bofom to the knife, which his 
father held ready to pierce it. God, fatjs- 
fied with the obedience of both father and 
fon, wants no more of them. After thefe 
two great men have given the world fo 
iively and beautiful a type of the voluntary 
oblation of Jesus Christ, and tailed in 
fpirit the hitterncfs of the crofe, they arc 
judged truly Worthy to be his anceftors. 
The faithfiilne($ of Aln^ham makes God^'i^*»u» 
confirm to him all hfs promifes, and blefs 
anew npjt only his fannly, but alfo, Li his 
&nuly, aU the nations of the earth. 

Accord- 
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Accordihgty) ht contiiuied his pr 
to Ifaac his fon^ and Jacob his grandfon.! 
They were imitators <if hmi^ adheruvgl 
Jike him to the primitive faith^ to die pri* I 
mitive way pf life, which was the pa^bo- 1 
Tal, to the primitive government of man- 
icind, Where every fadier of a family was 
prince in his houie* Thus, amidft tiae 
changes daily introducing among men, ho>- 
^ly antiqui^ revived, in rel^^on, and in the 
behaviour of Abraham and his childoen. 
"^^x^* Therefore God repeated to Ifiac and to 
m^l^' J^^coh^ the fame promifes he had mode to 
* «4< Abraham 1 and as he had caUed himfelf the 

,God of Abraham, he took'alfo the name 
^ the God (£ Ifaac, and of the God of 
Jacob. 

Under his protedion thofe three great 
men ^begun to fojoum in the land of Ca» 
na^n; but only as Grangers, aiHi widioitf 
Mtt-f'a. s.poflfeiling a foot of land in it ; till the ikmine 
drew Jacob into Egypt, where his chil-' 
dren multiplying, foon became a great na- 
tion as God had promifed. 

Moreover, though that people, whom 
God caufed to be born in his covenant, 
was to be propagated by generation, and 
though the bleffing was to follow the 
blood, that great God, neverthelefs, ma- 
iiifefted in them the eledion of his grace* 
For, after having chofen Abraham from 
amidft the A^Ons» among the children of 

Abra-^ 
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Abraham Jie chofe Ifaac, and of Isaac's 
twins he chofe Jacob, to whom he gave 
die name of Ifrael. 

Jacob hsuT twelve children, whowere the 
.twelve patnaxchs, heads-of die twelve tribes* * 
They sdl were to enter into the coyenant : 
•bat Judah waschoTen amongft all his bre* 
'thren, to be fittber of the lungs of Ifrael, 
aikl £itber of die Meffiah, io long pro* 
tnifed to his aaceftors. 

The time was to-come, that ten tribes 
;)>eingcnt ofF from the people of God, for 
^ Aeir infidelttT, die poflerlty of Abfaham ^ 

Should preferve their primitive bleffing, 
^at is, religion, the land of Canaan, aiKl 
idle hopes of the Meffiah, only in the 
}tribe of Jtidah, which was to give name 
fo the rdl of the Ifraelitcs, who were 
called Jews, and to die whole counfry^ 
•^diich was named Judea* 

Thus the divine eie<9ion appears ftill, 
jeven in that carnal people, who were to 
Jie preferved by ordinary propag^ion. 

* Jacob faw in fpirit the fecret of this^"-"^ 
eleflion. When he was about to die, and 
his children around-his bed were craving the 
bleffing of fo good 4 father, God difcover- 
«d to him the ftate of the twelve tribes, 
when they (hould be in the promifcd 
teid : he unfolded it in a few words, 
and thofe&w words contaiR innumerable 
myfteries. 

Though 
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Though all he lays of Judah's brethren 
be exprefied with an extraordinary digiuty, 
and befpeaks a man tranfported beyond 
himfelf by the fpirit of God ; yet when 
he comes to Judah, he rifes ftill higher^ 
Ibid. S. yudah^ lays he, thou art he whom thy bretb^ 
ren flyall fratfe : thy hand Jball be on the 
neck of thine enemies : thy father's children 
^ Jhall bow down before thee, yudah is a 

^ liorCs whelp \ from the prey^ my fon^ thou 
lOrt gone up : he flopped down^ he couched as 
•a lion^ and as an old Hon » who Jhall roufe 
iim up ? The fceptre (that is, the autho- 
rity) Jhall not depart from yudahy nor a 
lawgiver from between his feet^ . until Shihb 
comcy andtinto him Jhall the gathering of 
4he people he : or, according to another 
rea(^g, which is, perhaps, no lefs ancient, 
but which in the main differs nothing from 
this, until he come^ for whom things are re^ 
fervedy and the reft as we have above re- 
cited it 

The fequel of « the prophecy literally re- 
fers to the country which the tribe of Ju- 
dah was to pofTefs in the holy land. But 
the former part of it, take it hoW we 
will, can fignify nothing elfe, than Him, 
who was to be the fon of God, the mi- 
nifter and interpreter of hb will, the ac- ' 
complifhment of his promifcs, and the king 
of the new people, that is, the Meffiah^ 
or the Lord's anointed. 

Jacob 
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Jacob (peaks of him exprefsly to Jikhh 
pnlv, btm whom that Meffiah was to 
%nng : he comprehends in die deftiny of 
Judah alone that of the whole nation, 
which, after its ctifperfion, was to fee the 
remnant of the other tribes re-united un* 
der Judah's ftandards* 

All the terms of the prophecy are clear : 
there is only the word fieptre^ which the 
cuft(Mn of our language might onake us 
take for the royalty sJone ; whereas, in 
&e (acred language, it figniiies, in general, 
power, authority, magiftracy. This ufe 
of tile W(^d is to be met with in every page 
of fcripture: it appears even manifeft- 
ly in Jacob's prophecy j and the patriarch 
means, that in the days of the Meffiah all 
authority fhould ceafe in the houfe of Ju- 
dah, which implies the totad overthrow of 
a ftate. 

Thus the times of the Meffiah are 
marked out here by a double change. By 
the firft, the kingdom of Judah, and of 
the Jewifh nation, is threatened vidth its 
final ruin. By the fecond, there is to 
arife a hew kingdom, not oidy of one peo* 
ole, but of all nations, of whom the 
Meffiah is to be the head and hope. 

In fcripture ftyle, the Jewifh people is ^' **^* *<^- 
called in the lingular number, and, by &cr'i**J.'* 
way of eminence, the peopUy or, the people a, 3, 4. 
ef Ged\ and when we find many people^ J^-^*'^- ^}* 
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or, the nations^ thofe who are verfibd in 
the fcriptures, underftand the other nations^ 
who had been alfo promiied to the Meffiah 
in the prophecy of Jacob. 

That great prophecy co mprd b cn ds, in a 
few words, the whole hiftory of the J^w- 
iih people, and of tlie Christ, who n. 
promifed to them. It points out the whole 
progrefs of the people of God, nor is its 
effect yet ceafed. 

But I do not intend to make you a com- 

inentary upon it : you will have no occafi^ 

on for that, fince by barely obferving the 

progreis of the people of God, you wilt 

fee the fenfe of the oracle ui^folded of i&» 

• felf, and iimple events (hall be its inter- 

{H'eters. 

m. After die death of Jacob, the people cf 

JJ^^**' Jf « God fojourned in Egypt, till the time of 

the written , .-L, ^ -%.» ^ % • « 

hm, and the miffiofi of Mofes, that i% about two 

the intto- hundred years. 

tfp'iSc Th«» 430 years pafled away, before 

into the God gave his people the land he hadpro- 

f!^^ mifed them. 

^^ He meant to acqiftom his ded to re- 

ly upon his promiie, with firm confidence, 
that it would be fulfilled (boner or kter, 
and always in die time appointed by his 
eternal providence. 

'CC11.JW. 16. The iniquity of the Amorites, whofc 
land and fpoils he refolved to give them, 
was not yet, as be declares to Abraham, 

come 
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to the height for which he waited, 
inonler to deliver them up to the fcvere 
md ufipitying vengeance, that he intended 
to wreak upon them b'y the hands of his 
cbofen people. 

It was fit to g^ve this people time to ibid* 
multiply, fo as to be in a condition to fill 
Ae land, that was deftined them, and tx> 
take poflcffion of it by •fcnrce, by exter- 
ttiinating its inhalntants accurfed of God. 

He was witting that diey ihould un- 
dergo in Egypt a hanl and infupportable 
captivity, ^t when delivered by unheard 
©f woiifcrsi they mi^t love their deli-. 
verer, and eternally celebrate his mer- 
cies* 

Such was the order of God's counfels, 
«8 he himfelf hath revealed them, in order 
to tesch i& to fear Him, to adore Him, to 
love Him, and to wait for Him with faith 
and patience. 
• The time being arrived, he hears the 
cries of his people, cruelly afilided by the 
Egyptians, and fends M ofes to deliver his 
children from their tyranny. 

He makes himfelf known to that great Bx»d. Uf. 
man, more than he had ever done to any 
man living. He appears to him in a man- 
ner equally glorious and comforting : he 
declares to him that he is He, who is. All 
diat is before him, is but a ihadow. / am^ Ibid. ii'. z 4 
Ckys he, that,! am: being and perfection 
L 2 belong 
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bdoi^ to Me alone. He aflumes a new 

Dame, which d^ot<^ being and life in Him, 

as in their fource \ and it is, under that 

great name of God, terrible, myfterious^ 

incommunicahk) that he wUl hencefordi 

be f«rved* . 

liEod,Ai8. I (hall not give you a particular detail 

of the plagues of Egypt, or of the hard- 

neis of Pharaoh's heart, or of the paiTage 

of the Red Sea, or of the thunderings, 

lightnings, netfe of the trumpet, or dl 

the fmoke that was feen by the popple on 

mount Sinai. God there wrote with his 

own hand, upon two tables of iUme, the 

fundamental precepts of religion and focietyr 

He dieted the reft to Mdes with a loud 

K*^i^' voice. "*To maintain thfe law in its full 

force, he b^d orders to form a venera^ble af-' 

fembly of fcvcnty elders, which might b^ 

called the fenate of the people of God> 

and the perpetual council of the naticHi* 

God appeared publicly, aUd caufed his law 

to be publUhed in hi$ prefence, with an 

i^itoniihing demonftration of his majefty. 

^nd power. 

Till theirGod had given nothing in writ- , 
ing, that could be a' rule to man. The 
children of Abraham had only circumci- 
fi^n) and the (reremonies, that accompanied 
it, as a token of the covenant, which 
God had made with that chofcn race* 
They were diftinguifhed by this token 
* - from 
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from the nations, that worihiped faife 
deities': moreover, they prcferved them* 
felvefi in God's covenant, by the remem^ 
brance they had of the promifes made to 
their fathers, and were tuiown as a people^ 
who ferved the God^ of Abraham, Ifaac^ 
and Jacob.' God vn& fo ftrangdy forgot^ 
dxat it was neccflary to diftingui£h him by 
the name of tlfoie who hid b^n his wor* 
flipers^ and of whom he w«s alfo the do* 
dared prote£tor< 

This ^reat God woulif no kxngeivleavt 
to the bi^e memory of men the myfteries 
•f reUg^, and of his covenant* It wa» 
time to fet ftronger barriers to idolatry, 
which was overflowing all mai^kind, and like 
to extingiiiih totally the remains <»f natural 
l^t. 

Ign<»rance and Uindnefs had prodigioufly 
increafed in the days of Abraham. In htt 
time, and a kttk aftef, tiie knowledge of 
God ap|>eared aUo in> Pakftine and in 
£g}rpl. Melchizedek, king of Salem, was 

«r beawn and iortb. Abimelech king of 
Gerar, and his fucceflbr of the iaine name, 
feared God, fvs^are by his name, and zi.-* 
jnired bis power. The threatnings of*^^* *«♦ 
this great Grod were dreaded, by Pharaoh, ^^f|g 
king of Egypt: but, in Mmes's time, 29. 
thofe nations were perverted. The true God^****** ^7*' 
was no more known in Egypt, asthe God' * 
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of all&c nations of the world, but as dife 
Exod. V. 1, QqJ of the Hebrews. Men worihiped 
«. I* &c. ^^ ^^ beafts and reptiles. Ev^ry diing 
Bzod. Till, was god, but God himfclf ; and the world, 
*^' which God had made to manifeft his pow- 

er, feemed to have become a temple of 
idols. Mankind went fo grofsly aftray^ 
Its to worfhip their own vices and paffions ; 
nor muft we be aftoniflied at it. There 
was no power morie unavoidable, ormone 
tyrannical than theirs. Man, accuftcttn^ 
ta think every thing divine, that was pow- 
erful, as he felt himfelf drawn to vice 
by an irreilftiblc force, came eaiily to 
believe that force without t^jni, said foaa 
made a gpd of it« 
Ufit. n. ^Thence it was, that mtchafte love had 
fo many altars, and that the moft horrid 
impurities begun to be mfaig^ With the 
• lacrifices. 

Cruelty entered hito them at the fame 
time. Guilty man, racked with the fenfe 
of his wickednefs, and looking upon the 
deity as an enemy, thought he could not 
appeafe him with ordinary vuEtims. He 
muft (hed human blood along with that 
of beafts: a blind fear drove Others to 
offer up their children, and to burn theoi 
to their gods inftead of incenfe. Thefe 
facrifices were common in the da3r5 of 
Mofes, and made but a part of thofe hor- 
lible iniquities of the Amorites, wbofe 

venr 
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vengeance God committed to the Ifraelites. 

But they were not pecuKar to thofe Herod. I. iL 
people. It is well known, that inallna-^M*^ 
lions of the world, without excepting one, od. lib.' i.r, 
men have facrificed their fellow creatures jP*™- J**j« 
and there is not a place on the face of the|^'j^?J^*** 
&rth, where they have not ferved fome of Porph. dr 
thofe difmal and ihockinz deides, whole ^^•jj*^ 
implacable hatred to mankind required fuch{^ ^^ 
fort of viftims. 

Amidft fomuch Ignorance, man came 
to -worfhip the very work of his own hands. 
He thought himfelf able to lodge divinity 
in ftatues, and fo profoundly foreot that 
God had made him, that he thought In his 
turn he might make a god. Who could 
"believe it, did not experience convince us, 
that fd ftupid and. brutal an error was not 
only the moft uniVcrfal, but even the moft 
inveterate and incorrigible among mem 
Thus we muft own, to the confufion of 
mankind, that the firfl of truths, that trutb, 
which the world proclaims, that truth, 
whofe imi^reiGon is the moft powerftil, was 
now the fertheft from .the fight of man. 
Tradition, which prefervcd it in their 
minds, though yet clear, and fufficiently 
prefent with them, had they been atten- 
tive to it, was ready <o vanifli away ; monr 
ftrous fabics, as full of impiety as extra- 
vagance, affumed its place. The moment 
was come, when the truth, fo Ul kept 
L 4 ji^ 
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in the memory of men, could no longer 
be preferved but by writing ; and GodT 
having, moreover, refolyed to form his 
people to virtue by laws more exprefs,. and 
in greater number, he refolv'ed, at the fame 
time, to give them in writing. 

Mofes was otUed to this work. That 
great man coIIe<3:ed the hiilory of paft ^;es, 
thoie of Adam,, Noah, Abraham,. I^c, 
Jacob, and that of Jofeph, or, rather, 
that of Grodhimfelfy-and of his wondrous 
afts. 

He had no need to dig very deep for 
the traditions of his anceflors.. He was 
bom an hundred years after the death of 
Jacob. The old men of his time might, 
have converied feveral. years with that 
'holy patriarch: the memory of Jofeph, 
and of the wonders God had done by ^at 
great minifter of the kings of Egypt^ 
was ftill frefh. Two or three men's lives 
reached as far back as Noah, who had. 
feen the children, of Adam, and touched, 
fo to fpeak, the origin of things* 

Thus the ancient traditions of mankind, 
and thofe of Abraham's family, were not 
hard to recolleft : the memory of them 
was yet alive^ and we need not wonder, 
if Mofes, in his Geneiis, fpeaks of 
things that happened in the firft ages as 
certainties, of which too there were 
ftill to he feen remarkable monument^, 

both. 
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both in the nagbbourii^ luttions, and in 
itbe land of Canaan. 

Whilft Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob had 
iidiabited that land^ they had every where* 
cre&ed monuments of the tilings which had 
befallen them. There were ftill to bd 
ftewn the places where they had inhabit-* 
^ \ the welk they had diggoi ^in thofe dry' 
countries,, to water their families and flocks ; 
the mountains,- whereon they had facrifi-** 
ced to God, and on which' he had appear- 
ed to them ; the ftones they had erected,- 
(MT piled up, for a memorial to poflerity; 
and the tombs, wherein their facred afhes 
were depofited* The memory of riiofe* 
great men was recent, not only in the 
mrliole country, but lilcewife over all the? 
Eaft ; where federal fiimous nations have' 
never forgot that th^ came of their race* 
; Thus, when the HcbiFew people entered 
tiie promiied land, every thing there cele- 
brated their anceftors ; both cities and*' 
mountains, nay the very ftones there fpoke 
of tlu>fe wondrous men, and of the afton- 
iibing vifions, by which God had confirm- 
ed them in the primitive and true belief. 

They, that are ever fo little acquainted 
with antiquity, know how cimous- the firft' 
tunes weiein:ere£Ung'andprefervingfuch 
monument^ and how' carefully pofterity ^ 
xetamed the occafions, on which' th^had-i 
been let up. This was one way of writ- 
L5 \s% 
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i|ighiftor7 : 'ftones hsive ccMOie fihce to be 
£amIoned and poliihed : and ftatues hav6 
fucceeded, aft^ pillars, to the grofe and 
folid mafles eredled in the firft times. 

We have even greit reafiotn to believe,^ 
that in the lineage wherein the kno!irle<%ei 
of God Viral pr^rved, they preferved al^ 
in writing, memoirs of ancient times. 

For men have never beea without dnis 
care. At leaft it is certain, that a fort of 
carols or ibngs were made, which fathers 
t^u^t their children; and which, being 
f^ng at the feaib and aflemblies, perp&c 
tuated the memory of the moft fi^sd a^-» 
ons of paft ages. 

Thiigaye birth. to poetry, varied, in 
procefs of time, into feveral forms, the 
moft ancient of which is fliU pceferved 
in the odes and hymns ufed by all the tbb^ 
dents, and even at prefbit by the jiatioiis, 
who have not the itfe of letters, to pracfe 
the deity and great men. 

Theftyleofthofe canticles is bold, un- 
common, yet natural, in that it is fuited 
to reprefent nature in its tninfperts, bound-* 
ing, for that reafon, by quick and impe- 
tuous &Uks» free from the oixiinary ties, 
which, regular difcourfe req^ires^. at the- 
fame time compidiended in. harfBoiaoos 
munbers which augment itsfor/oe ; it for- 
prifes the ear^ ct^chfls the imagination^ 

moiBEt'. 
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-mores the heart, and more eafUy imprinls 
itfelf upon the memory. 

Among all die nations of the worlds 
that in which Aich fongs were moft in 
ufc, was the people of Grod. Mofes men- N"«*>« ««• 
tionsa great many of diem, which he de-jy*][^*' * 
nominates by the firft verfes, becaufe the £»d« xy. 
people knew the reft. He made two of 
'this kind himfelf. The firft fets before 
our ey^ the triumphant paflage of the Red 
Sea, and the enemies of die people of God, 
fome already drowned, and others half 
dead witii fear. By the fecond, Mofes Deut.sctii. 
confounds the ingratitude of the people, 
by celebrating the goodncfs and wonders 
of God. Following ages imitated him. 
It was God and his wondrous works, that 
made the fubje£t of the odes they com- 
poied : God infpired them himfelf, and 
there was properly none bijt the people of 
God, to whom poetry came by infpi- 
ration. 

Jacob had pronounced in this myftlcal 
language, the oracles, which contained \ 

the deftiny of his children, that fo each j 

tribe might the more eaiily retaixi what 
concerned it, and m^ht learn to praife - 

him, who was no lefs glorious in his pre<^ ; 

diftions, than fiiidiful in their accomplifh- ; 

ment. 

Such be the means, which God made 
ufe oft to preferve down to Mofes^ die j 

memory j 
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memory of things paft* That great man,-, 
inftru&ed Jby all thefe inean$, and raiTed 
above them by the Holy Ghoft, hath wrote 
the works of God, with an exa6lnefs and 
fimplicity,^ which attra6b belief and admi- 
ration, not to him, but to God^himfelf. 

He joined to things paft, which contain- 
ed the origin, and ancient traditions of 
God's people, the wonders whifih God 
a<9:ually wrought for their deliverance* 
Of thb he produces to the Ifraelites no 
other witnefs than their own eyes. Mofes 
does not tell them things that paft in im- 
penetrable receffes,' and deep-winding 
caves: he does not fpeak in the clouds: 
he particularizes, and circumftantiates eve- 
ry thing, as a man, who is not aftai4 to 
be belyed. He founds all theis laws,, and 
their whole conftitution on the wonders 
they had feen. Thofe wonders were no- 
* thing lefs than nature changed all. of a fud- 
den, upon different occaiions, for their de- 
liverance,^ and.forthe punilhmentof their 
enemies ; the fea divided, the dry land 
difclofed, a heavenly bread, abundant wa- 
ters guihing from the rocks at the ftroke of 
a rod, heavens ^vlng them a vifible (Igt 
^ -tial to diredl their march,, and other' like 
miracles, which they faw for forty years. 
The people of Ifrael were no more in- 
telligent, or more refined, than die other 
AationS) wbo^ bdng wholly {^vcn up to 

their 
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their {enfe% could not omceive an invi* 
(ible God. On. the contrary, they were 
grofs and rebellious, as much, or -more 
than -- any other people. But that God» 
though invlfiUe in his nature, rendered 
himfelf fo perceptible by continual miracles, 
and Mofes inculcated them with (6 much 
energy, that at laft this carnal people fuf- 
fered themfelves to be touched by that 
pure idea of a God, who made all by 
his wordj of a God, who was only fpi- 
rit, only reafon and intelligence. 

In this manner, while idolatry, fb 
greatly increafed fince Abraham, covered 
Ae whole face of the earth, the fole poft- 
erity of that ^patriarch was exempt from. 
It. Their enemies bore them this tef^imo- 
ny, and the nations, wherein the truth of* 
tradition was not yet wholly extinguifh- 
ed, cried out with aftonifhment. He hatblJwA. 
not beheld iniquity in Jacobj neither hatb^'^' **>' 
he fetn perverfenefs in IjraeL Surely there 
is no enchantment againfi y^coby neither * 
is there any divination againfl Ifrael : the 
Lord his God is with him^ and the, Jkout 
of a king is among them. 

In order to imprint on their minds the 
imity of God, and the perfeft uniformity 
he required in his worfhip, Mofes often 
repeats, that in die promifed land this one'!^«>*««3«' 
God would chufe a place, in which alone J** JJtii 
the feafi9> the fiicrifices,. and the whole 

public 
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puHic fervicc (hould be performed, fn 
the mean time, tijl this defired place 
{hould be found, 'vrtiile the people wan- 
dered in the wUdernefa, Mofes built the 
tabernacle, a moving temple, where the 
children of Ifrael prefented their petitions to 
the God, who had made heaven aud earth, 
and who thought no fcorn to journey, if 
I may fo fay, along with them, and to be 
their guide. 

Upon this principle of religion, upon 
this facred foundation was the whole law 
tuilt; a law holy, juft, and good, wife> 
provident, and fimple, which connected 
the fociety of men with one another, by 
the facred fociety of man with God. 
Deat. xxrii. To thefe holy inftitutions, he added noble 
ttyiii. &f:. ceremonies, feafts, which recalled the me* 
mory of the miracles, whereby the children 
of Ifrael had' been delivered 5 and, what 
no other lawgiver had ever prefumed to 
do, exprefs affurances, that all fhould go 
well with them, fo long as- they lived fub- 
jeft to the law, whereas then: difobedience 
(hould be puriued with manifeft and in- 
evitable vengeance. He muft have been 
warranted by God, to give fuch a founda* 
tion to his laws, and the ifiue has evinced^ 
, , that Mofes did not fpeak of his own 
^ ' head. 

As to the great number of rites he en* 
joined the Hl^brevi^) though they now nuiy 

fcem 
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fisem ftqperfluoits, they vrerc A«n neccfla- 
jTf , in order to dfftinguiih the people of 
God from other nations, and ferved- as a 
haxrier to idolatry, left it (hould have 
drawn afide that choTen pieoplc along with 
all the reft. 

To maintain religion^ and all the tradi- 
tions of the people (^ God, among the 
twelve tribes, one was made choice of, 
to whom God allotted for its portion^ 
together with the tithes and oHations, 
the care of facred things. Levi and his 
diildren are themfetves confecrated to God, 
as the tithe of all the people. Out of 
Levi Aaron is chofen to be high-pricft, 
and the priefthood made hereditary in 
his family- 

Thus the altars have their minifters ; 
the law hath its advocates, and the pro- 
grefe of God's people is teftified by the 
fuccefiion of its priefts, which goes on' 
without interruption, from Aaron the firft 
of them. 

But what was moft excellent in this 
law, was, that it prepared the way for 
one more auguft, lefs incumbered with ce- 
remonies, and more produifive of virtue*. 
. Mofes, to keep the people in expefta- 
tkm of this law, affurcs them of the com*\ 
ing of that great prophet, who y9'9& to 
fpring from Abraham, liaac, and Jacob. 
7X# L9r4thy God^ fe^s' hej* wtlVrtHfe up Oeiit.xTtit« 
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V»t9 thee a prophet frmH the md/l of fibar^* 
rfthy brethren^ like unto me : unto himjhall. 
ye hearken^ That prophet, lik<? unto Mo- 
fes, a lawgiver as himfelf, who can he be,- 
but die Meffiah,. whofe do&rine wa» one 
day to rule and fanftify the world- 
^ Until him there was no prophet to aiife 

lo. '""^'in Ifraellike unto Mofesj to wh«m Grod 
fhould fpeak face to face, « and who fliould* 
give laws to his- people : and fo- till the 
time of the Meffiah, the people at all 
times,, and in all difficulties rely upon Mo- 
fcs only. As Rome revered the laws of 
Romulus, Numa, and the twelve tables ; - 
as Athens had recourfe to thofe of Solon ; 
as Lacedemon preferved and reipefted 
thofe of Lycurgus ; the Hebrew people- 
continually pleaded thofe. of Mofes. And, 
indeed^, (b well had the lawgiver adjufted*' 
all things, that none had' ever any oocafion 
to make the leaft alteration in them.- 
Therefore the body of the Jewifli law is 
not a collection of different ftatutes made 
at different times and occaiions. Mofes, 
enlightened, by the f[»rit of God,^ had' 
forefeen evei^ thing. We feeno ftitutes> 
of David,. Solomctfi, Jehoflia{^at, or^ He- 
zekiah^^though all diree a^alousfor jmftice* 
iKjngi, The good princes had only to caufe the 
tL!!!* t^\ ^^ ^f Mofes to be obferved,* and- coa-- 
'tented .tbemfelves with recommending the 
dbfervaoce of \% to thdr fuccefibr^. To. 

add 
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add to if, or diminiih from it one tittle^ 
vras an attempt, the people looked upon 
with horror. They had occafion for the 
law every moment, to regulate, not only 
the feafts, facrifices, and ceremonies,, but 
alfo all other public and private actions, 
trials, contra^s, marriages, fucceffions, 
funerals, die very faihion of dieir drefs, 
and. In general, every thing relating. 
to manners. There were no other books, 
wherein to ftudy the precepts of a 
good life. They were to perufe it, and^ . . 

ineditate upon it night and day j to col- 
left ientences from it, and to have them 
always before their eyes* It was therein 
die children learned to read. The only 
rule of education, that was gfven to their 
parents, was to teach them, to inculcate 
upon them, to make them obferve that 
faolv law, which alone could render them 
wife from their infancy. Thus it was to 
be in every body's hands. Befides thcDeut;.xiii* 
conflant reading which every one was ***»»*• 
bound to give it in private, there was evcnr 
feven years, in the folemn year of releafe 
and reit, a public reading, and, as it were, i Efd. viiU 
a new publication made of it,, at the feaft *9» 
of tabernacles, when all the people were 
afiembled for eight dajrs* Moies caufedpeut. 
the original of Deuteronomy to bedepo-*^» 
fited in the fide of the ark : thjs was an 
abridgment of the whole law.. But to gre- 

vcat 
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vent its lieing altered in the courfe of time, 
through the malice or negligence of men, 
befides the copies that were current among 
, ^tfie people^ authentic tranfcripts of it were 
made, which being carefully rcvifed and 
Jkept by the priefts and Levites, were ufed 
inftead of originals. The kbgs, (for Mo- 
. fes had well forefeen, that this people would 
at length have kings, as all other nations) 
-tiie kings, I fay, were obliged, by an ex- 
Dent, wii. prefs law of Deuteronomy, to receive from 
!•• the hands of the priefts one of thofe trans- 

cripts th<is religioufly con*cfted, that they 
might write it, and read therein all the 
days of their life. The copies fo revifcd 
by public authority, were had in Angular 
venetation with, all the people: they re- 
garded them as proceeding immediateljr 
from the hands of Mofes, as pure and en- 
tire as God had di<£fated them to him. 
aKin|8 3aif.An ancient book of that ftrift and reK- 
^•* gious corrednefs, having been found in 

jaxiv" 4. the houfe of the Lord, under the reign 
^c. » of Jofiah, or perhaps it was the original 
itfelf, which Mofes had caufed to be put 
in the fide of the ark, excited the piety 
of that good king, and proved an occafion 
of his bringing that people to repentance. _ 
The great effefts wrought at all times 
by the public reading of thb law, are 
innumerable. In a word, it was a perfect 
book, which" being aruiexed by Mofes co 

the 
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die hiftory of the people of God, taught 
them at dn<;e their origin, their religion, 
their polity, their manners, their philofo- 
phy, every thing that tends to regulate 
life, every thing that unites and forms fo- 
ciety, good and bad examples, the reward 
of the one, and the rigorous punifhmentB 
that had attended the other. * 

By this admirable discipline, a people, 
come out of flavery, and kept forty yea^ 
in a defart, arrives full formed at the 
land they are to poiTefs. Mofescondufli 
them to the entrance, and, being warned 
of his approaching end, he commits whati>«it. issK 
ivifliains to be done to Jo{hua« But before 
hf^ died, he compofed that long and admf- 
wble fong, w*iich begins with^Hefe words :l>cut. va&i 
C^itar^ Oye heavifis^ andlwilifpeak ; £7«rf'* 
•biar^ O iafthy the to$rds ^fnty rmuth. Ih 
iChis iileAce of all nature, he fpeaks firft 
Co the people, with inimitable flrength, and 
forcfefeing their Infidelity, he difcovers to 
them the heinoufnefs and horrors of it. 
All of a fudden he goes out of himfelf, 
as finding all human language beneath 
fo grand a fubjed ; he relates what God 
faid, and makes him fpeak with fo much 
rniajefty) and fo much goodnefs, that it it 
hard to (ay whether he infpires moft, awe 
and confufion, or love and confidence. 
' All the people learned by heart that 
divine fong, by order of God^ and of Mo^ 

fes. 



,y Google 



z^6 Jn Univcrfal Hiftoty. 

Deut. iqpd, fts. And then that great man died conv 
i9« aar tented, as having forgot nothing that might 
tend to preferve an^ongft his followers, the 
memory of the benefits and commands 
of . Goo. He left his own children loft in 
the croud of their countrymen, without 
any diftindion, and wkhout any extraoF'-' 
dinary fettlement. 

He hath been admired, not only bv his 
own peofde, but by all the nations of the 
world \ and no lawgiver hath ever had i<i 
great a name among men^ 

It is thought he wrote the book of Job* 
The fublimity of the Noughts, and ma« 
j«fty of the nyky render tkithiftory wor- 
thy of Mofes. Left the Hebrews ibouki 
have beeii puffed up, bv arrogating the 
grace of God to themfelves omy, it was 

Sopcr to let them know, that that great 
od had his cleft even in the race of 
Efau. What dodrine was more impor* 
tant? What more ufeful entertainment 
could Mofes give to the people afliSed in 
the wildemefs, than that of the patience 
• of Job, who, when delivered into the 
hands of Satan to be tried by all man* 
ner of hardihips, fees himiUf deprived of 
his fubftance, of his children, and of eve* 
ry earthly comfort ; prefently after, fmitten 
with a loathfonte difeafe, and diftraded in- 
wardlv by the temptation of blafpKemy 
and def]^ i wbo^ nevertbelefs^ by hold* 
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kig feft hb integrity, fbews that a &ith- 
fill foul fupported by divine aid, amidft Job nii. \%i 
the moft dreadful trials, ,and in fpite of the^y- '^ *5* 
gloomieft thoughts #ie evil fpirit can fug-xix!x5',&e, 
g^, V cannot oidy prefenre an invincible 
confidence, but even raife itfelf by its own 
cakniities to the higheft contemplation^ 
and acknowledge, in the troubles it en- 
dures, the nothingnefs of man, and the 
fupreme dominion and infinite wifdom of 
God \ Such are the leilbns taught in the 
* book of Job. To keep up the charafter of 
the occafion, we fee die holy man's faith 
crowned with temporal prosperity : but 
yet the people of God learns to know what 
IS the virtue of fuflFerings,* and to foretafte 
the grace that was one day to be faftened 
to the crofi. 

Mofes had tafted it by anticipation,E;a>a.u.io, 
when he chbfe rather to fuffer affli£Uon"> »5« 
and fhaoifi with the people of God, than Heb.xl. 241 
to enjoy the pleafures and plenty of the»S» *^« 
houfe of the king of Egypt. From that 
time God caufed him to taStt. the reproaches 
<rf Je«us Christ. He tafted them ftill 
more in his precipitate flight, and in his 
forty years exile. But he «lrunk deep of Numb. sdv. 
the cup rf Jesus Christ, when being 10. 
chofen to deliver that people, he had to 
bear with their continual revolts, in which 
his life was often m daiiger. He learned 
what it cofts to fave the children of God, 

and 
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and (hewed afsur ofF what a higher 
liverance was one day to coft the Savic 
of the world. 

That great man had not even the con*' 
folation of entering die promifedland : he 
Kumb. «• beheld it only from the top of a mountain^ 
xxtIL^V and was not at all afhamed ta record, that 
Dcut, xxxu. he was excluded from it by a fto, which, 
5h 52« flight as it appears, deferved to be fo (erere-- 
ly punifhed in a man, who was endued 
with fo eminent a portion of grace. Mo-> 
£59 afforded an example of the. ferere Jea- 
loufy of God, and of the judgment he 
exercifes with fo terrible ftridneft upon 
diofe, whom bis gifts mike bound to a 
more perfeft fidelity. 

But a higher myftery is jet forth to us 
in the exdufion of Mofes. This wifelavr- 
giver, who does, by fo many wonders, 
only condu£l the children of God^nto the 
neighbourhood of their land, is bimfelf a 
Meb.Tii.19. proof to us, that bis law made fi$ihing per-- 
fe^^ and that without being aUe to gttre 
the accomplUhment of the piomifes, it 
Old. a. 13. makes us imbrau them. afar 9ffy oroon-* 
duAs us at moft, as it were, to the eo- 
trance of our inheritance*. It is a Jofliuaf 
it is a Jefus, for this vras the true name of i 
Jofhua, who by that name, and l^ his j 
oiEce, reprefented the Saviour ol the 
world; it is that man, fo far mferiorto 
Mofes in every thing, and only fuperior to 

him 
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himbydienamehebestfs } it is he, Kxy^ 
who is to bnng the people of God into the 
holy land* 

Bf the vi^ries <^ that great man, be* 
(o€e whom Jordan tiuins back, the walls 
<^ Jericho fall down of ^emfelves, and 
die fun ftands ftill in the midft of heaven, 
God eftablUhes his children in the land 
of Canaan, from whence he by the £une 
means drives out the abominable nations. 
By the hatred he gave his futhful towards 
d^, iie tnf;»red ihem with an extreme 
si^Hxrence of their impiety ; the punifli- 
ment he infli<5ted on diem by their mi* 
niftry, filled themfelves with an awe of 
' the divine juftice, whofe decrees they 
were executing. - One part of thofe nations, p,«cop. Jib» 
whom Joihua expelled their land, fettled ". ac bel. 
in Africa, where was found long after in^**^' 
an ancient infcription, the monument of 
their flight, and of the vjftories of Jofliua. 
After tnofe miraculous viiftories had put 
the Ifraelites in poflciSon of the greateft 
part of the land promifed to their "fathers, jof. xiii. 
Joihua, and Eleazar the high-prieft, with^v&foU- 
^e heads of the twelve tribes, made a di- ^^""^^J^l'' 
vifion of it anlong them, according to the 17*. 
iaw of Mofes, and afligned to the tribe Jof. xiv.xv, 
of Judah the firft and greateft lot. From N'^^.- »^-^V 
the time of Mofes, it had furpaffed the l[ Y4.. "' 
others in number, in courage, .and in dig- i Chron. v. 
nity* Jdhua died, and the peoplp con-*;-f»**'^ '» 
i tinued Ibid. iv. 8. 
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tinued die conquc^ of the holy land* 
God would have the tribe of Judah to 
inarch at the head, and declared that he 
had delivbred the country into its hands* 
Accordin^yy that tribe defeated the Ca- 
naanites, and took J^rufalem, which was 
to be the holy city, and. the capital of 
the people of God. This w:^s the ancient 
Salem, where Melchifedek had reigned in 
the days of Abraham, Melchifedek, that 

Heb. Tii. king tf rigbtioufnefs^ (for fo his name im« 
ports) and at the fame time king of ^^r/, 
- as Salem {igmfkcspeaci^ whom Abraham had 
acknowledged as the greateft hi^-prieft in 
the world, as if Jerufalem had been thence- 
forth deftined to be a holy city, and the 

Jo^ i. SI. fountain-head of religion. That city was 
given at firft to the children of Benjamin, 
who being weak, and few in jiumber, 
were not able to drive out die Jebufites, 
the ancient inhabitants of the country, and 
io dweUed among them. Under the Judges^ 
the people of God are varioufly treated, 
according to their good or bad oehaviour. 
After the death of the old men, who had 
feen the miracles of God's hands, the me* 
mory of thofe great works decays, and the 
luiiverfal tendency of mankind draws awav 
the people to idolatry. As oft as they fall 
into it, they are punifhed : as oft as they 
repent, they, are delivered. Faidi in pro- 
vidence, and the truth of the promifes and 

threat- 
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^reatenings of Moies b more and more 
<onfirmed in the hearts c^ true believers. 
But God prepared {till greater example of 
it. The people demanded a king, and 
God gave them Saul, who was foon rejeA> 
ed for his (ins : he refolved at laft to efta- 
blilfa a royal family, whence the Meffiah 
fliould fprihg, and this he chofe in Judah. 
X>avid, a yoimg fhepherd, come of thait t Sam* x?u 
tribe, the youngeft of die ions of- Jefle^ 
.ipvhofc fiither, and his family, were unac-* 
quainted with his merit, but whom God 
ibundaiter his own heart, was anointed by 
Samuel, in Bethlehem, his native city. 

Here the people of God afliime a more vi/ 
auguil form. The kingdom is eflablifhed p*^> *^ 
•in the houfe of David. This houfe begins S^^. 
ivith two kings of different chami%ers> pheti. 
but admirable both. David, a man of 
war, and a conqueror, fubdues the enemies 
of the people of God, whofe arms he caufes 
to be feared over all the £aft ; and Solo* 
moA» renowned for his wifdom both at 
Jiome and abr<xad, renders that people hap- 
py by a profound peace. But the progrefs 
a religion requires of us here fome parti- 
cular remarks upon the lives ofthofetwo 
•great kings. 

David reigned firft over Judah, power- 
ful and victorious, and he was afterwards 
acknowledged by all Ifrael. He took from * Sam. r. 
the Jebufites the flrang-hold of Sion, which * ^* ^* ^* 
M wa3 
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» Cbmu was the ckadei of Jeru&lem. Mafter ol 

»-^#7*«* that city, he eftablUhed there, by God*« 

order^ the feat of the kingdom, a^ of re^ 

^gk)n« Sioo was bis dweUing-]Jace : he 

liuUt it round about, and named^it the cit)r 

caifw. ii. ^^ I^avid. Joab hk fifteifs , fon built die 

1^^ '^ reft of the city, and Jerufalem tdbk a 

new form. The men of Judah pofiefled 

ibe whole countrjr, and Boijamin, few in 

liumbear, dwelled intermixed with them. 

The ark of the coyenant built bjr MoA», 
where Grod dwelled between the cherub** 
ims^ and where the two tables of the de-- 
Galeae were kept, had then no fbce4 
•Sain. ^ place, David b/ought it in triumph Into 
Sion, which he had conquered by the Al* 
soigbty aid of God, that fo God might 
reign in Sion \ and that he might be there 
acknowledged as the proteiEior of David^ 
of Jerufalem, and of the whole kingdom* 
f Ciirofi. But the tabernacle, wherein the people 
*'**39*»0'bad ferved God in the wildernefe, was 
*^ ftill at Gibeon : and there it was that the 

iiicrifices were offered on the altar, which 
Mo<<^had ftt up*. 
% Sam. viS, This was only till fuch time as there 
I chroa, ifaould be a temple, where the altar Ihould 
^j^'^y^be re-united with the ark, and wherein 
%y the whole fervice fhoujd be performed. 

When David had defeated all his ene- 
mies, and puflied the conquefts of the peo* 
jpk of Qod as far as the Euphrates ; peace* 

fill 
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fbl ancl viSorious, he turned all his thoughts » ^^^ 
towards the eftabltihoienc pf divine woruipi SZu**^ 
and upon the fame mountain, where Abra* jof.,Aaiw 
ham, ready to cffer up his only fon, was^'** *^ 
Rayed by the hand of an angel, he mark- 
^ out, by God's af^intn^ent, the place 
for the temple. 

He formed all the plans of It ; he coI«i 
XtSctA its rich and precious materials \ be 
dedicated the fpcHls of the conquered na- 
tions and kings to its ufe. But this temple 
^hich was to be prepared by the conque* 
Tor, was to be reared by the peaceful ^ 

prince. Solomon built it upon the model i KlagiYu 
<tf the tabernacle. The altar of burnt- ^^^' .. 
offerings, the altar of perfumes, the golden,*, ^f^*"* 
cajidieftick, the tables of fhew-bread, and all vU. 
the reft of the facred furniture of the tem- 
ple, were taken from tike pieces, which 
Mofes had caufed to be made in the wil- 
derneis : Solomon added nothing but mag- 
nificence and grandeur. The ark, which 
the man of God had built, was placed in 
the holy of holies, a place inacceffible^ a 
ftrmbd of the impenetrable majefty of* 
God, and of heaven, forbidden to melij 
until Jesus Christ had opened an 
ijntrance into it by his blood. On the day 
of the dedication of the temple> God ap- 
peared there in his majefty* He made 
choice of that place to eftablifh his name 
and his worihip there ; and it was prdh!- 
M a bited 
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Jbited to facrifice any where elfe. The 
unity of God was demonftrated by the 
junity of his temple. Jerufalem became 
a holy city, an image of the churchy 
where God was to dwell, as in his true 
^emple; and of heaven, where he will 
make us eternally happy by the mani- 
/eftation of his glory. 
« Riflfiij. After Solomon had built the temple, fa^ 
V Jbuilt alfo the palace of the kings, the ar- 

xhitefture of which was worthy of (b 
great a prince. His pleafure-houfe, which 
'|^i4« vU. a. "^^ called the houfe of the foreji of Lebanon^ 
was equally {lately and delightful. The 
palace he reared for the queen, was a ne\|r 
ornament to Jerufalem. Every thing wa^ 

fjrand in thofe edifices, the porches, gal- . 
eries, walks, the king's throne, and. the 
tribunal where h« fat to do judgment and 
juftice ; cedar was the only wood he made 
ufe of in thefe works. Every thing fbone 
yefplendent with gold and precious ftones. 
t fU^z. Citiz^ens and ftrangers, all admired the ma- 
st Chron. jcfty of the kings of Ifrael. Every thing 
^i. ix. elfe was correfpondent to this magnificence; 
the cities, arfenal^, horfes, chaiiots, and 
the prince's guard. Commerce, navi- 
gation, and good order, tc^ether with a 
profound peace, had rendered Jerufalero 
the richeft city of the Eaft. The king^ 
dom enjoyed peace and plenty:., every 
th^g in it repxefented the heavenly glpry> 
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In David^s wars were exhibited the toib . 
"whereby it was to be attained ; and in So-^ 
lomon's reign was (hewn how peaceable 
was lis enjoyment. 

Moreover, th& exaltation of thofe twd 
great kings, and of the royal family, was* 
the efFeft of a particular eled^ion. Da-' 
trid himfelf celebrates the wonder of that 
ele£lion by thefe words : Howheit^ "the i ChroH. 
Lord God of Ifraei cbttfe me hef(fre aH th€^^'^' '^^^' 
boufe of my ftfther^ to be king over Ifrael 
for ever : for he huth cbofen ftuiab to be 
the ruler ; and of the houfe ofjudah^ the 
boufe of my father ; and among thefons of 
my father^ be liked me^ to make me king over' 
mil Ifrael : and of all my fons (for the 
' Lord hatb given me many Jons) be bath^ 
thpfen Solomon my fon^ to fit upon the throne 
of the kingdom cftije Lord over IfraeL 

This divine ele&ion had in view a higher 
objedl than at firft appears. That Meffiah * 
to many times- promifed as the fon of A- 
braham, was alfo to be the fbn of Da- 
vid, and of all the kings of Judah, It? 
was with an eye to the ^fefliah, that God 
promifed to David, that his throne Jhould 
Jtand fajl for ever. Solomon chofen ta 
Aicceed him, was deftined to reprefent 
die perfon of the Meffiah. And therefore 
does God- fay of him, I will be his father^t Um, y^.- 
emd be fialL be my fonyZ thing l*c never '^ 

M 3 faid^ ,^ 
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fatd with that emphafis of any other kingy. 
or any othw man. 

Thus in David's time, and under the: 
lyings his ofFt.pring, the njyftery of the 
Meffiah declares itfelf more than ever by 
prophecies glorious and clearer than thte 
fon. 

David had feen him afar oiF, and fung 
him in his pfalms with a loftinefs that no- 
thing will ever equal. Oftentimes, when^ 
he meant only fo, celebrate the glory of So-- 
Ibmon his fon, being all at once cavifhecf 
©ut of himfejf, and trani^rted ^ar beyondL 
Wkfth. v]. that fubjeft ; he law him, who h greater 
??. ijud ^' '^^" Selomm in ghry^ as well as in unfiom^, 
»i, ^l ^ The Mefliah appeared to him feated on % 
throne more lafting than the moom Ffii 
fsm at his feet all nations fubdued, and a^ 
th'e fame time bleffkl in bim^ conformabhr, 
to the promife made to Abraham. Ek 
ratfed his pro(^£l ftill higher ; he faw hiim 
ht the beauties ofholsnefsy and from tbewenA^ 
pfthe mornings proceediiig eternally from: 
the bofom of his fkth^, a prieji for i^mr^ 
and without fucceflbr,. as fucceedii^ noi». 
body, created in, aaeictraordinary mannert. 
not according' totheord<;r of Aarcm, but. 
after tbeerdtr ef Melchixedek : a^ new dr?^ 
der, which the law did not knew. He 
fiiw hmfetting e^ the right hand of Geii, 
beholding from the higheft heavens, bis 
mmffmde bis^foet^M. B^i^aftc^oifli^. 
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dl at Co grand a fpefbcle \ and traniported 
>Blrith the glory of his fan> he calls hun i(/r 

He faw him God^ wh^m God had anoint^ 
€fi to make him reign over all the earth by^^ ^"^^ ^ 
frutbj meekn^s^ andrighteoufiufs. He wa$g| ^* ' 
prefent in fpirit at the council of God, and 
heard from die eternal father's own mouth 
tiiat expreffion which . he siddrefies to his 
only fbn : This day ham I hegottiti thee .•Pf. Si. ^, f^ 
to which' God joins a promife of tht bea^^* 
fhtns fir hit inheritatiffe^Mnd theviUrmoJl 
faartt af tht earth fir his poJeJjScn. ftibid,!. 1,4^ 
wain do tht peoflc ragg% in vain do the^f9* 
a^gs and princes fake c^anftl together. The 
JLord from the height of heaven laughs at 
Adr mad prc>jb£{3^ and in fpite of them 
tflablifhes me empire of hb Christ. HePA il* M* 
eftabliihcs it over themfdves ; and they 
^1^ obliged to be the firl( fubjeAs of that 
Christ, whole yoke ^^ey wanted to 
Ihake off. And though the reign of diat 
great Meffiah be often foretold in the 
fcriptures under glorious ideas^ God did 
not conceal from David the ^ominies 
#iat were to be ofiered' to that blefTed fruit 
of his loins. Tliis inftru^tion was nec^i^ 
ftry to the peoj^le of God« If that people, 
yet weak, Hood in need of being allured' 
by temporal' promifes, they were not^ 
however, fo be Aiflfered to look upon hu« 
m^ifk greatncls as the fovereign felicity,. 
Ai( 4< aii<f* 
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and as their fole reward : wherefore Go£ 
fliews them from afar that Mefliah fo long, 
promifed, and fo much defired, the pat-^ 
tern of perfection, and the object of his 
. ^ complacency, overwhelmed in forrow;* 
The crofs appears to David as the true 
Pf. »ii. 17, throne of this ne\v king : he (cos bis hand^ 
p5' '9:.. and feet pierceJy all his bones ftaring through 
^^ ^"'' his skin, by the whole weight of his bo-v 
Pf. x»i. S, dy violently fufpended ; his garnunts H^ 
»3» »4» ^Tividedy lots caji upon his vejiure^ his tongue. 
* * moiftened with gall and vinegar, his ene-^ 
mics raging all around him, and glutting, 
themfelves with bi$ bloody But he fees, 
at the fame time the glorious e{Fe£fcs of hia. 
Jhumiliation : ^aU the ends of the world r^-, 
ay, k ioU, fnemhering and turning to their Goi^ whom, 
tjiey had fo many ages forgot, the poor, 
coming the firft to the table of the Mef-^ 
liah, and afterwards the rich and power- 
ful, all adoring and bleifing him, himfelC 
prefiding in the great and numerous congre^. 
gationy that is, .in the aiTembly of the coht 
Ycrted nations, and there declaring to hi$^ 
brethren the name, of God^ and his eternal, 
truths. David^ «whQ faw thefe things, 
acknowledged, upon fe^g them, that the 
kingdom of his fon was not of this world* 
He is not aftoniflied, at it, for he knows 
that the world pafleth away ; and a prince 
^ways fo humbJer upon the throne, faw* 

,plaiglx 
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pbonly diat a throne was not a blifi, in' 
i^hich his hopes ought to terminate. 

'Other prophets have no lefs feen the- 
myftery of the Meffiah. There is nothing' 
great) or ^ori^us^ that they have not (aid 
of his reign. One fees Bethlehem^ a city*^** ^* *• ' 
tbe Uaft among the thoufands ofjudah^ made 
iHuftrious by his birth ; and at the fame time 
rifing a litde higher^ he beholds a birth 
vrhereby he cpmes forth^ftom all eternity out 
of the bofom of his father : another fees theifa. m 14;. 
virginity of his mother ; an Emanuel^ a God 
voith us, proceeding" from that virgin^ 
vromb, and a wonderful child, -^homfhld.vt.S, - 
he caWsGod. One perceives him coming to^^'. ''*• '• ' 
bis temple, another beholds him glorious in^^ j' 
his rejl, or in his grave, where death was 
conquered. While they publifli his glory, 
they do not conceal his reproaches. They ^<*-»-- 
faw him f6ld ta his people, they knew **' *^'' 
the number and ufe of the thirty^ pieces of 
JUver, at which he was priced* At the' 
fame time that they beheld him^ exulted^- ^"« *3» ' 
and extoUed,. th^y faw him defpifedand re- -** ^^'^^^ 
jested of men \ the aftonifhment of many, 
as much by his humiliation, as hfs great--^ 
ncfs ; the leaji defirahle of mm ; a man of 
farrows, and acquainted with grief, bearing ' 
the iniquity of urall\ doing good to thofe^ 
who hide their faces from him ; disfigured ' 
by his wounds, and by them healing ours ; . 
tteated as a malefaftor; brought to: the. i 
M 5 - (laughter r 
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fiaughtir with tbt mchd^ and as «a iteo^ 
tatntlamky ^efdng mi bi$ tmuib i a J<»ig; 
generation proc^ing from him by thia.^ 
means, and vengeance overtaking his un«- 
believing p^le« That nothing might be 
ivanting to die prophecqr^ they numbered? 
£afck^ tbe years till, his coming, and unleia we- ^ 
wSfully blindfold ourfelves,, it is.no longer 
peffiUe to mifbke it 

Not only did the proptiets fee Jesu&^ 
Chkist, but th^. alfo were a type of: 
htm, andreprefented his myfteries, efpe* 
' ctally that of< the crofs* Almoft all ot: 
tfiem fuiFered perfecutbn for righteouihe(s< 
jGi3te,.and:b^ dieirfufferiiigs have figured 
fo us, the mnocence and truth perfecuted* 
in our Lord. We fee. Elijah and Eliflia. 
tx>nftantly threatened* How mafiy timea^'. 
* inraslfaiah made thefcorn of the, people^ 
andof.the kings».wfao, intheend^ ^the 
allowed traditioA of the Jews> bears i^ 
ClkTificed^lxim to thdr fury? Zacbarialfv 
i3bt (on of Jehoiada is ftoned: Ezekiel 
ffcmsevcr in afflidion: the misfortunes o^ 
Jeremiah are condmd,. ttid faiexprefible y, 
and we fee Daniel twioe caft into the den* 
offionsv Not Me'of dtembtttfas^ be^. 
gttnfayed).and(maltieated4 and allbaire 
fhewed tts bv dielr exaittflef. that If tibe 
weaknefi of the ancioit peopfe rei{ttiied. 
in goieral to be fifported by temporals 
bleiBngr^ tbei ftrong mm ftf fiiael, an4. 



,y Google 



^io£ of an extraordiiiftry £in£iit]r, woe- 
no lefs fed with the bread, of SkSHedaa^ 
and drunk beforehand^ for their further 
fiin£tification$ of the cup prepared for* the- 
fbnof God: acup^ a$ mucjimore bitter,* 
a» the peribn of Jesus Christ was 
hdicr. 

But what the prophets faw moft desoAf^. 
and what they alio declared in the fuUimeft 
terms, was, the bleffing extended towards 
iHe Gentiles in die MdBah.. That ra«t^».<is.' 
ytffi^ and of David, appeared to the hdy 
prophet Ifaiah, as an enjign given by God- 
H the people^ and t9 whom th$GintUes Jhiidd^ 
fteki The man of f^rrmm^ tvhoji jfrifes^^»> si^ 
were to Ve mr heeding^ was chofen to wafh^Jj*,^** 
Ac Gentiles by an holy fprinkUng ; whicli 
is in his blood and in baptifnii The kingi 
ftruck with an awful reverence at his pre-- 
fence, dare not* to open their mouths be-r 
fone him : for that wbrcb had not been told! 
them, they feey and that whfcb they had n$t: 
heard^ they are called to confider.. Behold,, 
He is given for a witnefs to the people ^ i»J^'4>5* 
Uader and commander to the Gentiles. Un-- » 
der him tf nation that, they knew 7J0t ftmlL 
he joined t9 the people of God, and ,the na^\ 
thfns that knew not them fiiall run unto\ 
them. This is the righteoufnefs of Zion^^-^'U- 
which Jhall go forth as ifriofftnefsytbisis- 
the fahation thereof which fiuul he as a^ 
Impttmt hurmtb. Jnd the Gentiles fiall* 
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fie bis- rightioufnefsj and fill kings thegloty 
ci that man, fo celebrated in die prc^her 
cies of Zion. 

But behold him ftill better defcribedr 
I 2aaA with a peculiar character. A man 

It «fil^ 1, Df wonderful mceknefs, , the fingularly ele^. 

§• itix; // ^f Gody and in whom his foiu delighteth^ 

brings ftirth judgmmt to the G^ntU^sj and 

the ifles wait for bU law* Thus the HeT> 

hrews call Europe, . and other diftant coun-^ 

tries. He fi^dljnake no noife: ht Jhall 

mt cry nor lift upj norcauje his vaketohe 

heard in the Jlnet : fom^ekjuid peaceful, 

ihall he be* A bruijed reed Jhall he not 

breahy and *ihe fmoksng flax fiall he not^ 

fMenchi Far. fronV' confounding the. weak^^ 

J and iinners, his gracious. voic« fhatt call-v 

them, and hia merciful hand (hall be their ^ 

ftav. Hewittopenthe hlifid eyesy he:will< 

bring out the prifoners from tie prifin^ Mnds 

tbem that ftt in danknefi^ out^ of iher pvifon^ - 

hskfe. Hisi power fhalL b^ no lefs than-. 

his goodnefs: Hi&. eflenti4 * charafter is,^ 

to join together meeknefsand.effiqacy, ^ 

wherefore tibat fweet voiqe fliall> run in a; 

ittoment, ftom one enA of the world to the, 

other, and . without caufing^anjf, fedition ; 

• among men, , fhall excite the, whoiet . earth. . 

Ife is neither froward nor impetuous ; and * 

he, whom thtey hardly knew, when> he . 

> was in Judea, mall not only be a founda- • 

1 tignfor. the cov^onLof^ tb^peopk^ but alfo . 
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lii 'light of the Gmitles. Under his blefled 1^. ««• %^, , 
r^ign th^ Aflyrians and Egyptians, fliall*^' 
make with the Ifraelites, but one and the 
fame people of God. All becomes lA 
rael,.ail becomes holy.. Jerufalem is no 
more a particular city ; , it. is the image o£ 
a. new fociety, in. which all nations .a^e 
gathered together.: Europe, Afric, and. 
Alia receive preachers, . amoi^ whom God^^^ ^ i;^; , 
batbfet hisjigni that they may declare hi i,h^' "• 
glory ammg the Gmtileu The eka, tillM. ''*'^" 
then called by the name of Ifrael„y^i7^^<u. t> », 
chilled by ancw.nanu^ in which (hall be fig-a/'i«*^6'* 
rrifiedthe aceomplilhment of the promifes, U?i. xV,20/. 
and a happy Amen. The priejls and Le- *'• 
nnUSj who hitherto came of Azroi^ Jha/l 
he taken henceforth out of the nudji of th£- 
bjtatben. A new facrifice,.more pure andMaL i. xo». 
more acceptable than the old one, . ihallbe/ '• 
fubftitutedia their place, and it fhall be. 
known, why David had celebrated an high-.Pr. car. 
prieft of a new order. Drop doum^ ye hea-. '^- ^' •• • 
wns^ from ahove^ and let' the Jkies pour- 
d&um righiioufnefs : let the eanth open^ and. 
let thembring forth fahation^ and lit rights 
eQufnefs fpring^ up together. Heaven and, 
earth fhall . unite in producing, as by one . 
common births him, who fhall be at once . 
heavenly and earthly : new ideas of virtue .- 
fhall appear to the world in his example, . 
and doSrine } and the grace, which hej 
iball,difpenfe> fhall imprint them on men's . 

hearts I 
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ibM.j|«; Itearts; All Aings change at fait oomiikg;' 
■*• tisd Oixl fwcirs by Kimfelf, that cvcrjr 

' knee ftoll bow before hinit and that eveff 
toi^e fliall confc& his foverdgn power. 
- This was a partof the wonders- which 
God ihewed to the prophets under the 
kings,^ the fons of David, and to David^ 
above all the reft. They adi wrote before- 
hand die hiftory of die fon of Qod; wfab* 
was^ aUb to be made the fon of Abraham 
and of David. And. thus every diing fol^ 
lowed regularly in tfie order of. the divine 
CiMinftls, That Meffiah exhibited at a 
diftance, as the fon of Abraham, Js alfo' 
fbewn nidier,. as the fon of David. An. 
eternal' kmgdom is promifed him : the 
knowledge of God>-ipread abroad through^ 
out all die earth isfpediied'a^^tbe certain, 
fign^ and' as the fruit of hi» coming v the 
converfion of the Gentiks,,and the bleffing. 
of all the nations of the world, fo long^ 
promifed to Abraham, Ifaac,, and Jacob,., 
i$ confirmed anew, and aH the people of: 
God live in this cxpe£btion. 
ft Stm. ▼U. In the mean time God continues to go^ 
• *^ vcrn them in an admirable manner. He* 
4.&foil?* make* a new covenant. with David, and: 
sOhfoii. obliges himfdf to proteft him and the 
^*7« & iring^ his defcendents^ if they vralk in the- 
% Sam. a. ftatutes he hath given them by Moies ; but. 
u.«f£>U« if not* he denounces to them the fcvereft- 
pboiihmemSii David> who forgets him^^ 

felf 



,y Google 



IHffera little, is the firft tkit feels them : 
but having made amends for his> fault, hy; 
Bm repentance, he i& crowned with pro->- 
i^ierity, and propof^d as a model of a per^ 
feA king. The throne is eftabliihed in his* 
houfe. So long as his fon Solomon imitates 
his pietfy be is happy : he. goes aftraj in^-^^^^- 
his old age,, andOod, who ipare»him for 
his fervant David's. &ke, declares to him,- 
that he will puniih him in the.peribn o£ 
his fon*. Thu& he fliews parents^ that ac- 
cording to the fecret order of his judg* 
ments, he continues their rewards or pu** 
nifliments after their death j and. holds 
them in fubmiffionto hi^ lawt by their 
deareft tie,, that is,, by the tie of their - 
children. In execution of his decrees^ Reho- 1 Rlai) je&' 
boam^ headftrong in himfelf, is given up to 
a foolifh council : his kingdom is diminifh- 
ed^by ten tribes. Whilft thefe ten rebel- 
lious and fchifmatic tribes turn afide from< 
their God.and . from their king, the child- 
mi ofjudah, faithful to God, and to Da* 
md whom he had cKofen, iland fail in* 
die covenant and faith of Abraham* The 
Levttee with Benjamin adhore to them :; 
the kingdom of the peofde of God fubfifb. 
fegr dieir union underdiename of the king- 
dbm of Jttdahj and the law of Mofes is . 
maintiuned th«re in aB its rites and cere- 
monies : notwithftanding the idolatries and 
diMtfttl cmruptioa of the ten feparated 

tribesi. 
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tribes, God remembers his covensmt widi^ 
Abraham^ Ifaac, and Jacob. His law goes 
not quite but amongft thofe rebek : ' he 
does not ceafe to call them to repentance * 
bf numberlefi miracles,, and by continufll 
warnings, which he fends them by his- 
% fiiflci prophets. But they, being .hardened in 
*J^!^»7» their wickednefs^ he can no longer bear 
with them, and fo drives them out of 
die promi&d land, without hopes of ever^' 
being re-eftablifbed in it. 
Tob. »• 5> . Mean while the hiftory of Tobit hapn- 
'^* pining ^at.that fame time, and about the. 

beginning of the captivity of the Kraelites, . 
(hews us the condufl of God's eled,^ 
who remained in the. feparated . tribes. . 
This holy man, . by dwelling among them . 
before the captivity, found means not only, 
to prefers himfelf from the idolatries ofi 
his brethren,' but even to perform the^ 
law, and worihip. God publicly ia the - 
tqmple at . Jerufalem, unmoved either by • 
Ikid. ii. bad example, or by fear. When a perfe- - 
cuted captive at Nineveh, he perfevered in » 
piety with his family ; and .the woivderful \ 
manner in which he and his Ton are re- 
^Varded for their faith, even upon earth,-. 
Ibid. xH. a J, (hews, that in fpite of captivity and. per-- 
**• fecution, God had fccret vways jof making . 

'hi$ fcrvants tafte the bleffings of the law, . 
in raifing them, however, by the misfor- 
tunes they had. to fuffer, ts> more exalted^ 

notions, . 
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notions. By the examples of Tobit, and 
by his wholefome ' admonitions, the men 
af Jfrael were excited to acknowledge:, at 
leaft under the rod, the hand of God, 
which chaftened them j but almoft all 
continued in their, obftinacy : the children ^J^'"***^"- 
of Judah, f9X from profiting by the chaft^ 
Uements of Ifra^l, imitated their bad ex- 
amples. God does t]ot ceafe to warn them 
by his prophets, whom he fend& them- 
time after t|me, rl^ng up earlu ^nd fend-^^^^- «»»• 
ing thenij as he fays himfelt, to exprefe* chron. 
his paternal care, rrovoked by their in-xxxvi. 15;' 
gratitude, he is mdved againft them, and J*='' *^- 
threatens to d^ with them as with their }^', 
rebellious brethren. 

There! is nothing more remarkable in 
the hiftory of the. people of God, than 
ihis miniftry of the prophets. . We fee men i Sam, 
fet apart from the reft of the people, by"jj^^^ 
a retired life, . and hy a peculiar garb : 19. 
Aey have habitations, where^ we fee them « Kings i. «; 
live in a fort of community, under a fu- ^cch^,* j^ii; 
perior, whom God gave them; Their 4. *: 
poor and felf-denied life was a type of thfe ' Sam. x. 
mortification, which waa to be enjoined jKirT^^i^a! 
under the gofpel. God communicated 2 Kings ii. 
himfelf to them in a particular manner, 3- 15> >8, 
smd made manifeft to the eyeaof the peo- j^, ,0^* ^j* 
pie, that wonderful communication : butvi. i,z.4 
it never was fo eminently confpicuous- a^ 
io the times of^diforder, when idolatry 

fteme4,. 
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(eemed about to abolxfh the hw of God.' 
During diofe unhappy times, the prophets 
loudly proclaimed on all fides, both hf 
wordy smd by vntiDg, the diraatnings i^ 
God, and the teftimonv they bore to fan- 
truth. The writings tney composed wei« 
m the hands> of all the people, and care*- 
litily preienred in continual remembrance- 
to future ages. Thofe of the people^ 
who kept fardifiil to God,, adhered ta 
them i * and we fee diat even in Ifra^ 
. whese idolatry reigned^ the Cew&itfafal 
*««• «^' there were, celebmted with die prophets 
£:«.». the ilibbath, an4the feofts eftaUiftedbf 
«*»*^*J^- die lawof Mofer Tt was they diet en* 
^ll^'Jjlcouraged good people to ftand fall intfa^^^ 
sanvl. ft'ix. covenant; Marqr of them- fiifferei ifeath ^ 
a^nw. ^g^ after-their exam^ there werein the 
I Zfa. i.'x. worft times, that is^ even in the retei <rf^ 
l>U; ix. ». ManalS^, infinite numbers of the niitb* 
*5^*** ful who Isud down ifheir lives for die truth,, 
tKiapni.in fi> much that it has not been a: fiJ^ 
^« moment widi^ut a witncft. 

Thus the fociety of die peoj^ of .God 
riways fubfilM, and the prophets cominuedt 
in ib: a great number of die faithful- ftj'e^ 
nuouffly perfiftedMn the law of God, with- 
d)em, and widi tht frhfir the fins ^fZa- 
iMk* dm^ doCy who^ as fays Esekiel, when the dfit- 
H* dinn of Ifrael wefit ajbray from Gody kept 

tki. charge of his Cut^uarf* 
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Yet, in fpite of the prophets> k fpite 
cf the faithful prieftS) and of the people* 
wuted with them in the obfervance of the 
taw, idolatry, which had ruiped' Ifirael,. 
often drew afide, even in Judab idelf^ 
both the prmces,. and the bulk of th^ 
people,. Though the kinga^ forgot, the God 
of their fathers, he bore long with their 
iniquities, lor the fake of David hi» fervant.. 
David b ever in hia fights When tfa« 
kings, the foas of David, follow the good 
exaoiple of their fiither,. God works far**^ 
prizing wonden indieir behalf:: but thef 
fcel, when they degenerate, the invsnciblt 
ftper^tii oC hisarm, which tbenMa heaiejr 
ii{on them. The kings^ of £g)^e^ the 
l^nigi of Syria^ and, above all, the kingr 
of Aflyria and Babylon, ferve as inftrur* 
ments to his vengeance. Impiety increafes, ^ ^"^ 
asid God raifes up in the Eaft a king more, 
llaughty, and more formidable than aU: 
that had till then appeared : and that i» 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, ^ 
moft terrible of all conquerors* GodJ^r*]^- 

Joints, him. out afar ofF to the nations and ^* ^^.^ 
ing^ as* theavengeir deflined to pun^&c' 
ifli them. I& draws: nigh, and terror^ Ki°ss 
marches before him. He tekcs Jerufi^jJ^jJ,^ 
lem. a iirft time, and carries away a part xnvi,. 
of its inhabitants to Babylon : yet neither do 
diey who remain in the country, nor 
ibe^. who are tranfported, thou^ warned,. 

thofe. 
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Aofe by Jeremiah, and thefc by Ezek&I^- 
turn to repentance. They prefer to tboftr 

Jer, ihr. 24^hoIy prophetSy^ tbt prophets who praphejied^ 
Uei U themy and; flattered them in theii% 
wickedneis. The aireager returns into> 
Judeay aud the yoke of Jeruiaiem is» 
made heavier; but {he is not quite de* 
ftroycd. At laft impiety comes to its* 
height; pride increafes with weakncfs ;* 
and Nebuchadnezzar reduces the whole 
. to aihesr. 

aKingt God fpared' not his own fanil.uaiy.. 

n^NU 9. That glorious temple, the ornament o£ 
the world, which was to have been eter- 
nal, had the children of Ifrad perfevered 
in' piety, was confumed by the fir<e of the 
Aflyrians. In vain did the Jews cry out 

^^^jj^ ^ kiceflantly. The timple efthe.Lordrtbe tem^ 
pUof the Lsrdy. thi teafk of tie hord^ is 
among us, as if that (acred temple had 
been to prote£l them of < itfelf. God had 
lefolved to let them fee, that he was. nor 
confined to. a fabric of ftone, but that he 
would have his habitation in faithful hearts^ 
So he deftjoyed the temple of Jerufalcm ; 
he delivered its treafure to the fpoikrs^ 
and the many coftly veflfek confecrated by 
pious king^ were given to^ui impbus ty-- 
rant. 

But the fall of the people of God wai- 

. to be the edification of the whole worid. 

We fee in the gerfon of this: impious,. 

' . and. 
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jand at the fame time vi£lorious iing^ 
•-what are thofe men -called -conquerors. 
TThey arc for the moft part but inftru- 
jBients of the divine vengeance. God exer- 
-cifes his juftice by them, and th^n ex- 
ercifes it upon them. Nebuchadnezzar 
veiled with the divine power, and become 
invincible by. that miniftry, punifhes. aU 
Jthe enemies of the people of God : he 
.ravages the Idumeans, the Ammonites, 
.and the Moabites ; he overthrows the 
Jcings of Syria; Egypt, under whofe pow-2 Kings 
jcr Judea had fo often groaned, is now»a^^7* 
the prey of the proud tyrant, and be- 
x:omes tributary to him : his power is 
.no.lefs fatal to Judea itfelf^ which know^s 
^^lot how to improve the reprieves God 
youchfafes her. She totally falls, is to- 
tally deftroyed by the divii^ juftice, 
ivhereof Nebuchadnezzar is the minifter : 
he too (hall fall in his turn, ^nd God, 
ivho employs the hand of that prince to 
chaflife his children, and pull down his 
enemies, referves him for his own al- 
mighty arm. 

He left not his children ignorant of the 
.deftiny of that king, -who chaftened them, * 
and of the empire of the Chaldeans, un- 
der which they were to be captives. Left 
they fliQuld be furprized at the glory of 
the wicked, and of tJieir haughty reign, 
ihc pr<^hets denounc^ their fliort du-» 

ratioOi 
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If. xULsiY* ntioiu Ifuah, vrho fav the glory of Ke^ 
]d!^.1(ivii. iMKhadnetaar, aiui his mad pridc^ a long 
^Ad'xlviii. tunc before his btrth^ foretold his fudden 
iallt as well as that c^ his empire* Ba^ 
lyyloA was fcaire any things when that 
' prophet faw its power, and a little after, 
its down&l. Thus the revolutions of ^e 
cities ^nd empires, which harafled the 
people of God, or profited by their de- 
ftruAbn, were written in thdr prophe- 
cies* Thefe oracles were followed by a 
fpeedy execution: and the Jews, fo fe- 
verely punifhed, faw fall before then^ or 
a very little after, according to .the pre- 
diSiofis of their prophets, not only Sa- 
maria, Idumea, Gaza, Afcalon, Damas- 
cus, the cities of the Ammonites airf 
Moabites their perpetual enemies ; but the 
cafrftals of the great empires. Tyre mi- 
ftrefe of the fea, Tanis, Memphis, hun- 
dred-gated Thebes, with all the riches 
of itt Sefoftris ; Niniveh itfelf, the feat 
of the kings of Affyria their perfecutors ; 
and proud Babylon, vi(9;orious over all the 
reft, and rich with their fpoils. 

It is true, Jerufalem perifhed at the 

fame time for her fins : but God doth not 

iir. xHy* xltwleave her without hope. Ifaiah, who had 

foretold her ruin, had feen her glorious re- 

ftoration, and had himfelf named Cyrus 

her deliverer, two hundred years before 

J*'*^j^*»he was born. Jeremiah, whofe prediSi-* 

xo on 
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IMS had been (b preciie in pointing out 
<o that ungrateful peopk .their certain 
o^ctthrow> had alfo promifed them their 
«et«rfl after threefccHre and ten yean cap* 
tivitjr. During thofe yem> the humbled 
people was refpeAecl in its prophets : 
thefe captives pronounced to kings and 
nations their dreadful dooms. Nebudiad- 
nexzar, who would n^$ be worfhiped^^'U. 44 
does himfelf worfhip Daniel, aftoniflied"*"'^-*^ 
at the divine fecrets he di(bovered to 
him : he learna from htm his fentence, 
foon followed by execution. This viAo-J*'***^ 
rious prince triumphed in Babylon, which 
be made the greateft, ftrongeft, and nK>ft 
beautiful city the fun had ever.bdield. 
There it was God intended to confound his 
pride. Happy and invulnerable, fo to 
^»eak, at the head of his armies, and 
during the whole courfe of his conquefts^ 
he was to fadl in tbi place where he was 
^reatedy and in the land if his nativity^ ac- 
cording to the« oracle of Ezekiel. WhUe^^*^'* 
admiring his greatnels, and the beauty of ' 
Babylon, he exalts himfelf above humani* 
ty, Godftrikes him, deprives him of his^*^'^'^'^ 
underftanding, and degrades him to the 
rank of the beafls. He recovers his fenfes 
at the time affigned by Daniel, and con- . 
feflfes the God of heaven, who had made 
Mm feel his power. But his fucceflbrs 
did not take warning ftom his example; 

The 
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The aflFairs of Babylon fall intx> cohIai*' 
iion, and the time |>ointed out by the pro- 
phecies for the reftoradon of Judah, arrives 
amidft all ^efe troubles. Cyrus ^pean 
at the head of the Medes and PeHians ^ 
every thing ^ves way to that formidable 
'''atoo* h' c^^4**^'^^'^' ^^ makes but flow advances 
lib. ii. iu.* towards the Chaldeans, a|id his march 
|kc»Paedkg. meets with frequent interruptions. The 
4? Herod ^^"^^^^ ^^ ^^ coming is heard from afar, 
lib! L Xe. ' as Jeremy had foretold : at lafl he is de- 
noph. lib. termined : Babylon often threatened by 
' ^'^ ^ the prophets, and ever proud and impe- 
nitent, fees her conqueror arrive, and de- 
Arlit. 3. fpifes him. Her riches, her lofty walls, 
Polit. 3. * her numberlefs inhabitants, her prodigious 
compafs, which contained a whole large 
country, as all the ancients attefi, and her 
infinite ftores, all thefe puiF up her mind 
with undoubted fecurity. Befieged a long 
time without feeling any inconvenience, 
ihe bughs at her enemies, and at the 
ditches Cyrus was digging about her : no- 
thing is talked of there but banquets and 
Dan. ▼. rejoicings. Her king Belihazzar, grandfon 
to Nebuchadnezzar, as proud as he, but 
not fo great a man, makes a folemn feaft 
to his lords. This feafl is celebrated with 
unheard of exceffes. Belihazzar com- 
mands to bring; the facred velTels which * 
had been taken out of the temple, and . ' 
mingles profanation with luxury* The 

wrath i 
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wrath of God declares itfelf: a heavcnlv 
hauid writes terrible words upon the wall 
of the room, where the feaft is held. 
X>aniel interprets the meaning of it : and 
that prophet who had foretold the fatal fall 
of the grandfather, ihews alfo to thegranci- 
Ibn the thunder that is* ready to burft 
\ipoh him. In execution of God's de- 
cree, Cyrus makes all at once a breach 
in Babylon. The Euphrates . turned afide 
m<;o the channels he had been fo Ibng pre- ' 
paring it, difcovers to him its immenfe 
\>ed^: and he enters by this unexpected 
paflage. Thus that haughty Babylon vr2L$K^iu 17. 
delivered up a prey to the Medes^ '* '^^Sri^Tii^^* 
JPerfianSy 4ind to Cyrus ^ as the prophet? Jct.'h. xr; 
had faid. And thus periflied with her the*** . 
empire of the Chaldeans, which had de-,**^'- ' 
flroyed fo many other Idngdoms, and the hi A, z^. 
hammer which had broke the whole earth in^* ^* 5> ^ 
^ piecesy was cut afunder and broken itfelf. 
Well had Jeremiih foretc^d it. The Lord 
iroke the Jlaffy wherewith he had fmote fa 
many nations. Ifaiah had foremen it«. 
The nation? accuftomed to the yoke of the 
Chaldean kings now fee them under the " 
yoke themfclves : Art thou alfoj fay they^ iWd. f» 
become weak- as we? Art thou become like^^*^ 
unto us F Tbouy who hajl faid in thine 
heart; I will e^alt my throne above thi . ^ 
Jlars ofGody and I will be -like the. Moji , • 

High. This the fame Ifaiah had pronounc- 

N ' cd. . 
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Jf. xxi, .9* cd. Babyhn is fallen^ is 'fallen^ as had 
faid that prophet, and all the graven images 
tf her gods are brohn unto the grounds 
ft)i4.xln. I. ^^'^^^^^* dawn^ and Nebo^ her great god, 
' from whom the kings took their name, 
Jioopeth : for the Perfians their enemies, 
. worfhipers of the fun, would not fuffer 
idols, nor kbgs made gods. But how 
did. this Babylon perifli ? Why, juft as the 
tar. 1. 38. prophets had declared* Her waters were 
^•3^ '^'i/riV^ «/>, as Jeremiah had foretold, to 
give paf&ge to her conqueror; drunk, 
fleeping, betrayed by her own rejoicing, 
. according to the fame prophet, flie found 
herfelf in the power of her enemies-, and " 
was taken^ as in a fnare^ without being 
If.xjii. 15, awar^. AH her inhabitants are put to the 
^r iHc** fword: for the Medes^ her vanqpifhers, 
36,37,42. as Ifaiah had faid, regarded neither gold nor 
Jilver^ but vengeance, to fatiate their ha- 
tred by the . deSruftion of a cruel people, 
whofe pride made them the enemy of all 
'cr. B. 31. the actions of the world. The miffengers 
C xUii. 12. 'came one after another to Jhew the king of 
^uhlt Babylon^ that his city was taken at one end: 
if.xlviii, and fo Jeremiah had defcribed it. Her 
^^ .jj « ^roloeers, in whom fee trufted, .and who 
alk. ' * promifed her perpetual empire, could not 
It '6, JO, fave her from her deftroyer. Ifaiah and - 
50, &c. '^ Jeremiah declare it with one accord. In 
that dreadful flaughter, the Jews, having 
Ijxaely warning, efcaped alone froad the. 

fword 
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Iwotxl of the viSors* Cyrus, become ' ^ 
by this conqueft mafter of the whole Eaft, . 
acknowledges in that people, fo bfteii 
conquered, fomething I <lo not know 
vrhat divine. Enraptured with the ora- 
cles, which had foretold his vidiories, he 
confeiles, that he owes his Empire to tbe% ChitMi^ 
JGed of heaven^ whom the Jews ferved, ?*^'. *S* 
and fignalizes the firft year of his reign **** 
by the reftoration of his tem^de and 
people. 

Who would not here admire the divine 
providence, fo manifeftly declared' upon 
the Jews and Chaldeans, upon Jerufa* 
lem and Babylon ? God means to puniih 
both ; and that they may not be igno*- 
xant, that it Is he alone who does it, he • - 

is^pleafed to declare it l>y above an hundred 
prophecies. Jerufalem and Babylon, both 
threatened at the fame time, and by the 
fame prophets^ fall one after another in . 
the time limited. But God here difco- 
veis the great fecret of the two chaftife* 
ments he inflicb : a chaftifement of feve- 
rity upon the Chaldeans 5 a fatherly chaft- 
ifement on the Jews, who are his child* 
ren. The pride of the Chaldeans (for 
this -was the chapafteriftic of the nation) 
and the fpirit of that whole empire is 
humbled without retrieve. The mofi proud ]er. 1. 31, 
Jball 'Jlumhle and faU^ and nonejhall ratfi'^'^^ ♦®' 
him up J faid Jeremiah ^ and Ifaiah before 
N 2 Jiim, 



,y Google 



fi6S An Univcrial Hiftory. , 

H»jdiL S9. 4)11X1) Babylon^ the gl^ of Jtingd$ms^ the 
ffeauty of the ChaUees excellency ^ JbaU be 4U 
when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah^ 
to whom God left no refource. But as 
ior the Jews, it is not fo with them 5 
God chaften^ them as difobedient ch3- 
dren, whom htf tun?s again to thdrdutjr 
by corre&ion, and then-moved with their 
>r.idfJ. tears, he forgets Aeir faults. Fear thou 
* not^ O Jacfihy my fervant^ faith the Lord, 

' for I am with thee \ for I will make a full 
^ndofaUthe nations^ whither Ihavedriv- 
gn thee ; hut I will not make a full end 
pf thee J tut correct thee in meafure : yet 
nvill I not leave thee wholly unpunijbed. 
Wherefore Babylon, taken- for ever from 
the Chaldeans, is delivered unto another 
people i and Jerufalcm reftored by a won- 
derful revolution, fees her children return 
from all quarters. 

It was Zerubbabd, of the tribe of Ju- 
4ah, and of the blood royal, that brought 
t^em back out of captivity. The nien of 
Judah return 'm crouds, and fill the whole 
country. The ten fc^ttered tribes are loft 
jamoi^ the Gentiles, fave thofe, who, un- 
der the name of Judah, and re-united 
under its ftandards, c»me again into the 
land of their fathers. 

In the mean time the altar is re-erefled, 
the temple is rebuilt, the walls of Jeru- 
falem are reared anew. . The jealoufy of 

the 
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the neighbouring nations is checked hf 
Ae kings of. Peifia, now become the pro- 
teftors of the people of God. The high- EfrrUr^fc 
pirieft refumcs his office, with all the other 
priefts who pR)ved theii- fucceffion by 
gef$£alogy from the public regijiers : the 
reft were, as polluted^ put frcnn the frieft* 
hood. Ezra a prieft himfeff, and doiflor of 
Ae law, and Nehemiah the governor, 
reform all the abufes which the captivity 
kad introduced, and caufe the law to. be 
Icept in its purity. The people mourn iEf4>viifc 
with them for die tranfgreffions, which '' 
had brought thofe fevere cHaftifements 
iipon them, and acjcnowledge that Mofes- 
lad foretold them. They all together 
read in the facred books the threateningSc . 
of tht man of .God : they fee the acepm- 
plifhment of them : the oracle of Jeremiahy 
and the fo often promifed return, after the 
feventy yejtrs captivity, aftoniihes and com-- 
forts them : they adore the judgments of 
God^ and once more reconciled with him,. 
' live in peace. 

God, who does every thing in his owii 
due time, had ^ade choice of this to- 
caufe the extraordinary means, that is^ 
prophecies, to ceafe among his people^ 
henceforth fufficiently inftrufied. There 
yet remained about five hundred years unto* 
the days of the Meffiah. God, in honour 
of his ion's majefty^ filences the prophets* 
N*3 during^ 
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daring 'that whole time, to keep his peo* 

pie in expectation of Him, who was to 

be the accomplifhment of all their oracles*. 

But towards the expiration of the times,, 

in which. God had refolved to put an end. 

- to the prophecies, he feemed willing to 

fpread abroad all his .light, and to difco-^- 

ver all the counfels of his providence': fo 

clearly did he reveal the fecrets of timefc 

to come. 

During the captivity, and erpedally to- 

Diih iu ill. wards the time, it drew to an end^ Daniel,, 

v. Yiii.jy. revered for his piety, even by infidel ktngs,- 

and employed for his" prudence in the 

greatcft affairs of their kingdom, faw ii* 

fucceffiye order, at different times, and 

under different figures, four monarchies,, 

under which the Ifraelites were to live* 

Dan^ii^vii. He diftinguiflies them by their proper 

j^"* ., characters. - We fee "pafe as a torrent the 

' ^"* * empire of a king of Grecia \ which w^s. 

that of sAlexander. By its fall we fee 

eftablifhed another empire lefs than his,. 

liii. fti, a«. and weakened by its divifions : and this 

was that of his fucceffors, among whom 

there are four pointed out in the prophe* 

cy. Antipater, Seleucus,, Ptolemy, and 

Antigonus are vifibly defcribed. It is evi* 

dent from hiftory, that -thcfe were more 

powerful than the reft, and the only oAea 

whofe power defcended to their children.. 

W$ fee their wars^^ their jealoufies, and 

theic- 
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their deceitful alliances; the cruelty andI>«»r»V- 
ambition of the kings of Syria; the pride, 
and other marks which diftinguifli An- 
tiochus lUaftris, the» implacable enemy of 
the people of God; the (hortnefsof his^ 
reign, and fpeedy punifliment of his ex- 
ceffes. We fee arife, in fine, towards the 
latter end, and as it were out of the womb 
cf thefe monarchies, the reign $f the fin . v , 

ef man. By this name you underftand^^"* l!*^** 
J Esus Christ ; but that reign of the 101114^ 17*'*^' ' 
of man is alfo called the kingdom of the 
faints of ihi Mojl High. All nations 
are made fubje£l to this great and peace- 
ful empire : eternity is propiifed to it^ 
and it is to be the bnly one whofe king-* 
dom Jhall not he left to another people. 

When that fon of man, and that fa . 
much longed for Christ ihall come^ 
and how he (hall accomplifli the work 
committed to him,' that is, the redemption 
of mankind, God difcovers manifeftly to ^ 
Daniel While he -is taken up abont the^**^*^-**' 
captivity of his people in Babylon, and * 
the feventy years, which God had deter- 
mined to accomplifh in the defolations of 
Jerufalem, in the midft of the fupplicad- 
ons he makes for the deliverance of his 
brethren, he is all of a fudden raifcd to 
more tranfcendent myfteries. He fees anr 
other number of years, and another far 
more., important deliverance,' Inftcad of^^-»*-.^ 
N 4,, tibie^ 
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the fevcnty years foretold by Jeremialr^ 
he is ihewn feventy weeks, to commence 
from the going forth of the commaxid- 
ment from Artaxerxcs Longtmanus, in 
the twentieth year of his reign, for re* 
building the city of Jerufalcm* There "is 
marked in precife terms, at the end of 
IfcW. 24. thefe weeks, the reconciliation for iniquity^ 
the everlajiing reign of righteoufnefs^ the 
full acccmpUfljtnent of the prophecies j and 
the anointing of the Mojl Holy. The 
ii>id,2§^t6. CHRIST is to- execute hb office, and 
appear* as the prince of the people afier 
jfixty nine weeks. After fixty nine W£ekt^ 
. (for the prophet repeats it) the Meffiab 
is to he cut off :' \iz is to die a violent 
death : he is to be made a facrifice in ordter 
to fulfil the myfteries. One week is di- 
ftinguifhed among the reft, which is the 
laft and feventieth. It is that wherein 
. the MeiHah fhail be facrificed,, wherein 
Ibidca;. the covenant Jhall be confirmed -9 and in tRf 
midjiy of which the facrifice ani oblation 
^ Jhall ceafe^ doubtlefs, by the death of 
Christ : for it is in confequence of h». 
death, that this chanee is fignified. Af^ 
Aid, %6,27. ter the death of the Mejfiahy and the ato^ 
Ution of the facrifices^ nothing is to be 
feen but horror and confufion : we fee- 
the dejhru^ion of the holy city andfan£fu^ 
oty i o people and a prince^ who come to 
dfjflroy every thing \ the abominations in the 

temple^ 
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jhy andth$ final and iff emtdiable defola^ 
tianoi the, people, rebellious againfttheU* 
CSody and unerateful towards their Saviour*. 
We have fcen, that thofe, weeks reduc- 
ed to weeks cf years, according to the 
firripture manner,, make 490 years, and 
bring us precifely froip the 2OT1 year of 
Artaxerxes down to the laft week.; a week, 
full of myftcry,in whichjEsusCHKisx of- 
fered u{$ puts an end by his death to the 
jiicrifices (>f the law, and fulfils the figures- 
of it. The learned make irarious computa^ 
tions to make the times quadrate exa^y ; 
but that which I have propofed to you,. 
ta attended with no inconvenience, it'is* 
to far from obfcuring the feries o^ the 
hiflory of the king^ of Perfia,. that it 
throws light upon it; although there would: 
be nothing veiy furprising, if there ihould^ 
be found fome tmcertainty in the dates of 
dio(e princes,, and eight or nine^years,, 
the moft that could be difputed, in a. 
reckoning of 400^ will never make any/ 
important queftion. But what need we 
^ fiy more? Grodhath cut ofEthe diiScul-- 
ty,. if there was any, by a decifion, that: 
admits, no refdy* A manifeft event fets* 
us above all the little niceties * of chrono-- 
logers ; and- the total deftrucUon of the.^ 
Jews, which followed; fo clofe upon the 
death of our Lord, demonftrates to the;: 
^ N 5^ meaa* 
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fiieaneft undefftaiuling the accompliihineftl^ 
of the prophecy. „ 

It now femains only to ob&rve to you 
, One circumftance of it. Daniel difcoveis- 
to us a flew myfteiy. The oiade of Ja*- 
cob had taught us, that the kingdom of 
Judah was to ccafc at the coming of thc. 
Meffiah ; but it did not tell us dot his. 
deadi fhould be the caufe. of Jthat king* 
dom^s down&L G6d hith revealed this- 
important fecret to Daniel, and declares, 
to him, as. you fee, that the ruin of the 
Jews (hall be the confequence .of «the 
death of Chrmt, and of then- own in- 
gratitude. Marie well this paflage, i£you 
pleafe, and.the feries of events will foon 
make you an excellent coihmentaiy on it.. 
You fee, what God (hewed to the prophet. 
Dar\iel a little before the vidories of Cyrus^ 
and rebuilding of the temple. While it: 
• ' was building, he raifed up. the prophets. 
Haggai and Zechariah ; and. immediately 
after he fent Maladiiy who was to doft, 
the prophecies of the ancient people; 

What did not 2fechariah fee ? One wouIiT 
think, that the book of the divine de* 
crees had been laid open to this prophet^. 
and that he had read, the whole hxftorj^ 
of God's people from the captivity. 
Zc<;j>..ziv. The perfecutions- of the kings- of Sy- 
ria, arid the wars- they wage againft Ju- 
ilah, »re difcaveipd to him in all their 
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9iid facke^ a dreadful pillage, and iniinite 
dJibrders, the people fljringinto the wilder- 
neis,., uncertaia of their fate, to live o^' 
die, and when^on the brink of utter defo^ 
lation^ a new light all of a fudden ap''' 
ipearing to them. The enemies are con*- 
quered; the idols are thrown down in all die* 
&oly land : we fee peace and plenty in town: 
.and country, and the temple is- revered in 
tihe whole Eaft. 

One memoraHe circujnftance of tholc.ZccK,xlr/. 
^wais is revealed to the prophet : that Jem- ^4»" 
lalem. was to be betrayed by her own 
children, and that amongft' her enemies- 
many Jews (hould be found. 

Sometimes he fees a long train of pro-zech! x!*6?5 
fperity : Judah is filled with flren§^ ; theibidt iii- 
kingdoms that opprefied her are humbled ; 
the neighbours, who . did not ceafe to 
barais her are punifhed'; fome are con-^ 
verted,, and incorporated with the people 
of God. The prophet, beholds this peo«Zech^ Jr;. 
pie crowned with divine favours^ among '^ |' 3> 4# / 
Vhich he reckons the triumph, no lefe9! * ' ' 
modeft than glbrious, of the kingy jufty 
lowly J and havtng\ fahation^ who riding 
Upon an^afs, and upon a coh the foalof^ 
an afs^ Cometh unto his city of Jerufalem. 

After havii^ recounted their profperity,Zedi;x^. 

be refumes from the beginning the whole 
ieries of their, calamities* He fees all at 

oner 
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'once tiie temple on fire, the whole caut^ 

try deftroyed with the capital, murdei^ 

violences, and a king ' axxAcnzixig them^ 

God takes pty on bii foifaken pebple, he 

becomes. himJelf their ihepher^. and hi» 

protefibn is their ftaff.. In the end civil 

^^^ . ^ wars break out,, and thingstum to decay*. 

^^'^ • The time of this change is fpecified by a* 

certain mark^ and three princes degraded 

in one mondi fpeak the commencement 

of it. 

2f di. a. In the midfl: oC thcfe woes appears a IKll 

**' '^* greater.. A little after thofe divifions, an* 

in the times^ of decay, Gsd* is prized an 

tbifiy pieces of fiher^ by his* ungrateful* 

people ; and the prophet iees 'every thin^ 

even to the potterfi fields or that efthi gra^ 

v&y. on which the money is beftowed*. 

Hence follow c6ctreme difoiders am6ng(b 

the {hepherd& of the people ; at laft thew 

are. blinded^ and;their power is deftroyea*. 

What fhall I fay. o£ the wonderfuJ 

2cch.iiu. vifioaof Zechariah, who fees the >&^Ajpr^ 

^* fmtteny and the Jhup feattered? Whatf 

afi. xo. fliall I' fayw/ the lock the people caji upon 

their God,, whom, they have pierced, and* 

of their mourning for a more lament-- 

able death than that* of* an only fon, 

or than that of Jofiah ? Zechariah faw alL 

- thefe things: but the greateft fleht hp 

Zcch. ij.f, (aw was. The Lord fent by the Lord to in" 

•'*^^"* batil Jerufakm^ wbm be calls the Gen^ 
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tiksy U J0in them io bis fispky and to iwill: 
in the tnidji ef them. 

Haggai lap kft, but wfaftt he fays is 
lurprizii^*. Whilft the fecond temple isCs^iii. za». 
a buUdin?, and the old men, that had 
fsen die nrft>,melt inlotears^ on comparing 
the meanne6 of this- latter edifice wittt 
ihe magnificence of die former, the pro* 
pbet, who fees farther than theyy pub«- 
Kihea the glory of the fecond temple,^ 
and prefers it to die firiL He explains. 
whence this new houfe fhall proceed ; 
ths^ Jefire of all nations Jhall come : d1atHag.1i.7j, 
Meffiah promifed two dioufand. years, and'^> 9>^«^ 
from the beginning of the world, as die. 
Saviour of the Gentiles, fhall appear in 
this newteiApk. Feace Jhall be eftahliflie^ 
there '9 the whole world ftmken fliaHr bear . 
witnefs to the coming of its redeemer r 
Aere is now iut a little while to expe£b 
bimt and die times appointed^for that cx-^ 
{»e£tadon are in dieir hSt periods 

At lengdi the temple is finifhed' ; viSt-^ 
ims are offered up \ but die covetous Jews: 
prefent defedive facrifices. Malachi, who> 
seproyes them for it, is laifM to a higher, 
confideradon, and upon occaflon of the 
polluted oiFeringst of the Jews, he, fees 
an offering pure^ and unpoHuted^ which yULu sv 
JmU be pnfented to Gody no longer as a- 
foretime only in the temple of Jerufalem^. 
\^tfrom tbi rijing of thefun^ rUen unto thg . 

'gosnf^ 
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going down of the fame : no longer by the: 
Jews, but by the. Gentiks^ among whom 
he prophdies,. ri^tf/ the mine of God JhaW 
hi greats 

He feesalfo, like Haggai, the glory of 
the fecond temple, and the-MefTiah ho* 
nouring it with his prefence : but he fees,, 
at the fame time, that the Meffiah is the 
God, to. whom that temfde is dedicated* 
Waf,.iijVi. Behold^ I wiil fend my meffenger^ and he 
fiall prepare the way before me : and the. 
Lordy whom ye feek^ /hall fuddenly come 
to his temple j even the meffenger of the 'co—, 
venanty whom ye delight in f behold^ ' h^. 
fiall eome^ faith the Lord of hofis, 

God's mefTengers are angels : but here 
i3 a meffenger of a wonderful dignity, a- 
meffenger, who hath a temple; a mef- 
fenger, who is God, and ^who entereth*- 
Uito the temple as his proper dwelling y. . 
a meffenger defired by all the peo{de,- 
who Cometh to make a new covenant^* 
and who is,, for that reafon, called the an- 
gel of the cpvenaht, or, of the Ncwl 
« Teftament. 
KTal. 111. 1. It was, therefore, in die fecond temple,, 
iv» 5, 6, that this God, the meffenger of God, wass- 
to appear : but another meffenger goes be- 
fore,* and prepares his ways. There we 
fee the Meffiah preceded by hisharbin-' 
ger. The character of that foreruimer. 
is. alfo fbewedto'tbe prophet. This is 

to 
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^ be a new Elijah, remarkable for his 
fiplinefe,. for his aufterity of life, for his 
authority,, and for kis zeaL 

Thus the laft prophet of the ancient 
people gomted out the firft prophet, that. 
was to come after him,, or that Elijah,. 
the forerunner of the Lord, who was 
to appear. Till that time God*8 people 
had no prophet to expedi, the law of 
Mofes was to be fufficient for them, and- 
therefore Mal^chi concludes with thefe 
words': Remember ye th€ law of Mofes ;»^«Mal. iv. 4^, 
fervent^ which I commanded unto him in^'^'^ 
Moreb for all Ifrael^ with the Jiatutes 
find judgments. Behold^ Iwillfendyou Eli^ 
jab the prophet^ who Jhall turn the heart 
of the fathers to the children^ who (hall. 
Ihew to thefe what the others have exr 
geited. . * 

To this law of Mofes,. God had joined* 
the prophets, who had fpoken in con- 
fi?g||u£y to it J and the Kiftory of God's 
'feOple compofed by the fame prophets,. 
in which were connrmed, by yifible ex- 
periences, the promifes and threatening^^ 
ii the law. AH was carefully written j. 
all was digefted in the order of time:, 
and this was what God kft for Ae in- 
(txuikloTii of his people, vA^oa -. he made 
tiie prophecies to ceafe.. 

Such infti:u<Stions made a great change v. 
in the. vxiw$i% <£ the Ifr^lites. They J^*^*'^^ 

nad^ondtcmpif^ 
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Bad no more need , either of vifionj or- 
manifeft prediflion, or of tbofe unheard 
of wonders Which God to often wroug^ 
for their prefervation^ The proofe thgr 
had got fufficed them : and their incredufi* 
kyy not only convinced by the event of 
IJiingSy but likewife fo often pvniihecf^. 
had at laft rendered them tradable. 

Wherefore, from that time we fee them^ 
no more return to idoktry, to whiclj . 
Aey were fc ftrangely mclihed. They 
Aad luffieieDdy font^ the bad efFe£b of 
rejeding die God of their fathers. They 
were ever callkig to mind Nebochadnea?- 
zar, and their own deftni£Uon fo often 
foretold in all its circumflances, and yet 
fooner come than expefted. No Jefs did 
riiey admire their reftoration brought a- 
bout, contrary to aU human af^pearance^ 
, in the time, and by the perfon, that had. 

been pointed out to them./ Never did / 
they behold the fecond temple, without 
remembering why the former had been. 
deftroyed, and how dii» latter had been te* 
built : and thus did they confirm them- 
ielves in t^ie faith 6f their fcriptuies, to 
which their whole fbte bore teftimony*. 
^ There wei'e no more faBb- prophets to 
be feen aniong^hem. They had d>rown 
©IF at once the propcnfity they had to be- 
^ ^ ... Heve them, and that which they had to- 
al^V^s, Wolatiy. 'Zecbaiiah had foretold by one 
.#;'-.. and ' 
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^nd the fame orade, that both thefe 
things fhoulcl happen t© them. His pro- - 

phecy received a manifeft accomplifhmcnt. 
The fidfe prophets ceafed under the fe- 
cond temple: the people, fcandalized at thenr 
impoftures, were no longer in the humour 
pf hearkening to them. The true pro- 
phets of God were read over and over, 
continually : they wanted no commentary :^ 
and the things which came daily to pafe* 
in execution bl their prophecies, were 
too faithful interpreters of them. 

In faft, all' their prophets had promifed ir, xli. ir, 
them a profound peace. Weftill behold^**. ^3« 
with {Aeafure the beautiful picture which jdjx.' Jg| J j^ 
Ifaiah and Ezekiel draw of the happy times, »<>, ;ir. 
that were to fucceed the captivity of Ba-^J; J^^^' 
bylon. All the breaches are repaired, thek/15, '^# 
cities and towns magnificently rebuilt, *«• ; 
the people is without number, the ene-^yj-'j™"" 
jBiies are brought low, and plenty abounds 12, rj, 14. 
in town and country : in both we fee joy,J"***^*'*7» 
reft, and, in fhort, all the fruits of a 
long peace. God promiles to keep his 
people in a lafting and perfect tranquil- 
lity. They Qji^y it under the kings of Per- 
fia. So long a* that empire ftood, the 
favourable decrees of Cyrus, who was 
the founder of if, iecured the peace of the 
Jews. Though they were threatened •^t.^^-^T* 
with their~*final deftmaion under Ahafue-];;; """• ''"'" 
fusx \riiQever he was, God, moved by 

their 
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their tears, turned all at once the kirjgV 
heart, and took a ilgnal vengeance.on Ha- 
Jen xsviu maii their enemy. Except in t^bis jun<aure^ 
2*9."^' which wasfoonover, they knew up fear : 
inftru4aed by their prophets to obey the 
kings, to whom God had fubjeded them,. 
- theiJ- fidelity was inviolable. And fo were 
tiiey ever mildly treated. In confideratioa- 
of an eafy tribute, - which they paid to 
their fovereigns, who were rather their 
prote£brs than their mafters, they lived 
according to their own laws : the facerdo- 
tal power was prcferved entire : the priefis- 
condu£ted' the people : the puMic council^ 
iirft cftabliflied by Mofes, enjoyed its fulL 
^2. tij, 15, authority, an3 they exercifed amongft 
Jofeph.Aat. *5"^f^^^s the power of life and death,. 
xi.8. -without any one's interfering with their 
Jjf^"JJ;-^'Gondua. So the kings ordered it. The 
i/i. • 'deftrudion of the empire of the Perfians 
'» Cont, made no alteration in their aiEiirs. ' Alex- 
^^* ander refpefted their temple, admired their 

prophecies, and augmented their privileges. 
They had fbmewhat t^ -fbffer -under his; 
firft fucceflbrs. Ptolemy £bn of La^us 
took Jerufalem by /urprize, and carried 
away from tlience into Egypt an hundred 
thoufand captives : but he foon ceafed to 
hate them. He himfelf made them citi- 
"' zens of Alexandria, the capital of his 
kingdom; or rather confirmed to them 
«he grant that Alexander had already made . 
- " thenii. 
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tliem; and finding in all his dominions 
none more faithful than the Jews, he fiU- 
.ed his armies' with them, and committed 
to their truft the moft important places* 
If the Lagides had Come confideration ofjoC,Ant.x^ 
them, they were ftill better treated by3« 
the Seieucidae, under whofe empire they* **"* ^* 
lived. Seleucus Nicanor, head of that 
family, fettled them in Antioch ; and An* 
^iochus Theus, his grandfon^ having cauf-^ 
cd them to be received in all the cities of 
the leffer Afia, we have feen them fpread 
themfelves all over Greece, living ther« 
after, their own law, and enjoying the fame 
privileges with the other citizens, as they 
did at Alexandria and Antioch. In theJ"^^^?^*,.^ 
mean time their law is turned into Greek & lib. xii» 
by the care of Ptolemy Philadelphus, *• & *• 
king of Egyptv The Jewifli religion is made ^°** ^^^ 
known among the Gentiles, the temple of 
JerUfalem is enriched by the gifts of prin- 
ces and of people, the Jews live in peace 
and liberty under the power of the Sy- 
rian monarchs, and had hardly ever taft-: 
cd fuch a tranquillity under their own 
kings. This tranquillity feemed to pro- 
mife an everlafting continuance, had they 
not difturbed it by their diifenftons.. 
Three hundred years had they enjoyed 
this reft fo nuich foretold by their pro- 
phets, when ambition and jealoufies arifing, 
amongft them,, had. like to have undone 

them* 
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I Mac. i. them. Some of the moft powerful betray- 
i*M«.iu. ^^ their people to flatter the kinp'; they 
!▼. i,ic, wanted to render themielves famous after 
^» IS, i6j the manner of the Greeks, and preferred 
. ^* that vain pomp to the folid glory, which 

the obfervance of the law? of their an- 
ccftors acquired them among^ th^ir* coun- 
trymen. They celebrated games like the 
Gentiles. This novelty dazzled the eyes 
of the people, and idolatry doathed with 
this magnificence appeared lovely to many 
of the Jews. To thefe changes were join- 
ed difpittes for the high-priefthood, which 
was the chief dignity of the nation. The 
'ambitious devoted themfelves to the kingi 
of Syria m order to attain it, and that fa« , 
cred -dignity was the price of the flattery 
of thofe minions.- The jealoufies and di- 
vifions of individuals, did not fail quick- 
ly to caufe, as ufuaJ, great mifchiefs to 
^-'^' the whole people. Antrt>chus Hluftris, 
▼»?»V»io* l^n^ of Syria, conceived the defign of de- 
n,ia,23, ftroying this divided people, in order to- 
Pol b^Vb ^'^^ yy^ri their wealth. That prince ap*- 
ixvi. £ ' peared now with all the characters J)anid 
zxxi. inex- had given him; ambitious, ioovetous, craf- 
AtSiTx? ^' truel, infclent, hnpbus, mad, elated 
Dan!viii! with his vi<Sories, and- then enraged at 
*4« his lofles. He enters Jerufalem in condi- 

tiT'ajf* ^'tion to attempt any thing 5 the faftiofis of 
Dan. viii. the Jcws, and not his own force, ehir- 
>^i«^x^ boldea him : and- fo Daniel fbreiaw it. 
^ He 
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?Ie commits unheard-of cruelties : bis pride 
carries him to the laft excefles, and he 
pours forth blafphemies againft the Moft 
High, as foretold by the fame prophet. 
In execution <rf thefe prophecies, and by 
reafon of the fins of the pcc^le, an hofl^ 
(or power,) is given him again/i the daily 
facrifice. He profanes the temple of God, 
-which the kings his anceftors had re- 
vered : h^ pillages it, and repairs vrith the 
riches he there finds, the ruins of his ex- 
haufted treafury. Under pretext crffettling ' Mj^^-^ '• 
a conforcnity in the manners of his fub^.Mac'w/ 
^e£b, but in reality to fatiate bis own ava*;i> 2. 
rice by plundering Judea, he commands 
the Jews to worfliip the fame gods with 
Xhe Greeks-: above all, he will have them 
to^ adore Jupiter Olympius, whofe idol. 
he places in the very tempi? ; and more 
impious than Nebuchadnezzar himfelf, he 
attempts to deftroy the feafts, and the 
law of Mofes, the facrifices, religion, and 
the whole people. But the fucceffes of 
this prince had their limits fet by the pro- 
phecies. Mattathias makes head againft Dan. vil. 
his violences, and unites all the good peo-^S* 
-ple under his banner. J^^as Maccabeus j^yA* p'^^ 
his fon^ with an handful ^men, performs lib, debcu/ 
iinheard of exploits, and purifies the tern- J?^' * ^^* 
pie of God three years and an half after j^/ii^'y. 
its profanation^ as Daniel had foretold, t Mac Jr. 
He piirfues the Idum^ans, and all the other '^* .« 

gen- ,8, 36, 54. 
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gentiles, that joined Antiochus, and faav« 
ing taken from them their ftrongeft places^ 
he returns vlftorious and humble, juft 
fucfa as Ifaiah had feen him,fmgmg forth 
the praifes of. God, who had delivered in- 
to his hands the enemies of his people^ 
and ftill red with their blood. He con- 
tinues his victories, notwithftanding the 
prodigious armies of the captains of An- 
Dan. vlii. tiochus. Daniel had allowed but fix years 
»4jr . to this wicked prince to toi:ment the 
ft Mac! u! people of God ; and behold at the tinac 
^ fixed he learns at Ecbatan tha heroic'deeds 

r^. vui. ^f Judas. He falls into a profound me- 
lancholy, and dies as the holy prophet had 
foretold, miferable, but not by the hand 
of man, after acknowledging, buttoolate» 
the power of the God of Ifrael. 

I need not now tell you in what manner 
his fuccelTors profecuted the war againft 
Judea, or the death of Judas its deliver<^ 
cr, or the victories of his two brothers, 
Jonathan and Simon, fucceffivcly -high- 
priefts, whofe valour reftored the ancient 
glory of the people of God. Thefe three 
great men faw the kings of Syria, and all 
the neighbouring nations combined againft 
them; and what was more deplorable, 
they faw at different times the men of Ju* 
dab itfelf in arms againft' their country, 
' and againft Jerufalem :^ a thing till then 
unheaxd of, but exprefsly noted by the 

prophets* 
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prophets. In the midft of fo many ca-Zcch.xiv. 

lamitieis, the confidence they had in God ^2^^^^.^ 

rendered them undatmted and invincible. 12. 

The people was ever happy under their-** »• *®' . 

conduA, and at length in Simon's time, *'j^^*'j^^ 

being freed from the yoke of the Gentiles, ai. & folU. 

they fubjefted themfelves to him and his 

children, with the conlent of the kings of 

Syria. 

-But the afl: whereby the people of God - 

transfer to Simon the whole .public autho- 
rity, and grant to him the royal powers, 
is remarkable. Xhe decree bears, that^^*^* 
he and his poflerity Jhall enjoy them^ until^ * 
there Jhall art fe a Jfaiihful and true pro^ 

fhet. 

The people accuftomed from their ori- 
gin to a divine government, and knowing 
that ever fince the time David had been 
fet upon the throne by God's appointment, 
the fovereign power helongeci to his houfe, 
to which it was atlaft to be reftored againft 
the time of the Meffiah, joined this exprefs 
reftriftiort to the power they 'gave their 
liigh-priefts, and continued to live under • 
them in expe£bition of that fo often pro- 
niifed Christ. 

Thus did that abfolutely free kingdom 
make ufe of its right, and provide for its 
government. The pofterity of Jacob, by 
the tribe of Judah, and the reft that rank- 
ed themfelvcs-. under its ftandards, pre- 

ferved 
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ferved itfelf in a body politic, and en- 
joyed independently and peaceably the land 
that had been afligned them. 

By virtue of the people's decree we have 
JBtek. vn, been fpeaking of, Joannes Hyrcanus, fon of 
U; ^5. 5^ Simon, fuccceded to his father. Under 
him the Jews aggrandize themfelves by 
Jer.xxzi. 5. confiderable conquefts.. They fubjedt Sa- 
I Mac, ». flfiaria, (Ezekicl and Jeremiah had foretold 
jofepli^Ant. it :) they fubdue the Idumeans, or Edom- 
adii. 8^ 17^ ttes, the Philiftines, and the Ammonites, 
Zeth. ix. 1 ^^^ perpetual enemies, ^d thefe nations 
«^fc'4u* 'embrace their religion. (Zechariah had 
noted it.) At laft, in fpite of the hatred 
and jealoufy of the nations round about 
them, under the authority of their priefts, 
who become at length their princes, they 
found the new kingdom of the Aihioneans, 
or Maccabees, and that one mpre extenfive 
than ever, if we except the times of Da- 
vid and Solomoii. - . ^ 
In this manner did the people of God 
ftill fubfifl: amidft fo many revolutions : 
and that people fometimes punifhed, and 
fometimes comforted in its.affii^ons, by 
the different treatment they. meet with ac- 
cording to^ their deferts, bear a public ' 
teftimeny to the providence^ vihich governs 
the world. 

But in whatever ftate they were, they 
lived always in expeftation of the Meffi- 
- ah's times, wherein they proxnifed them- 
felves 
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fdvcs new favours, greater than any they 
had yet receivi d ; and there is no one but 
fees, that that faith in the Mefllah and his 
miracles, which continues to this day among 
the Jews, has been tranfmitted to them by 
.their patriarchs and _propIiets from the very 
origin of their nation. For in that long jofepj^^ '^ 
ferics of years, in which themfelves ac-Cont. 
knowledged, that by a counfcl of provid-'^P^^"^ 
ence there arofe no prophet among them, 
and that God gave them no more^ny new 
prediftions or promifes, that faith in the 
MeiEah who was to come, fubfifted more 
fively than ever. It proved fo well dfa- 
bliflied, when the fecond temple was built, 
^at there needed no more any prophet to 
confirm the people in it. They lived un- 
der the faith of the ancient prophecies, 
which they had feen fo pundually accom- 
plifhed before their eyes in (b many parti- 
culars: the reft, from that time, never 
appeared to them any wayxloubtfvil, nor 
had they the fmalleft difficulty td believe, 
that God, fo faithful in every thing, would 
alfo, in his own good time, fulfil what re- 
lated to the Meffiah, which was the chief 
of his promifes, and the foundation of ail 
ihe others* 

And indeed, their whole hiftory, every 
thing that happened to them from day to * 
day, was only on# continued unfolding of 
t!ie oracles which the Holy Ghoft had left 

Vol. \. .0 th^m. 
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them. If, being reir.ftated in their own land 
after the captivity, they enjoyed three hund- 
red years profound peace; if their temple was 
revered, and their religion honoured in all 
the Eaft j if at laft this peace was difturb- 
cd by their diffenfions ; if the haughty king 
of Syria made unheard of efforts to deftroy 
them ; if he prevailed fome time ; if a lit- 
tle after he was punifhed j if the Jewifh 
religion, and the whole people of God were 
reftored with a more wonderful glory than 
'^ ever .they had before, and the kingdom of 
Judah received acceifions in the latter times 
from new conquefis : you have feen. Sir, 
that all this was to be found written in 
their prophets. Yes« every thing was fpe- 
cified there, the very time the perfecutions 
were to laft, the very places where the 
battles were fought, iand the very lands . 
tlwt were to be conquered. 

I have related to you in general fome- 

thing of thofe prophecies : a minute detail 

would be matter for a longer difcourfe. I 

mean here to give only a fir ft tindiure of 

thofc important truths, which are fo much 

the more to be difcovercd,' the more one 

enters into particulars. I flrall only ob- 

Porph. de ferve here, that the prophecies of the pec* 

abih. hb.*. pie of God have had, during all thofe 

^irrTpud ^^^^^5 fo nianifcft an accomplifliment, that 

iV. lib. V, afterwards, when the Heathens themfclves, 

& vi. in vvhcn a Porphyry, or a Julian the apoftate, 

-'^^'*«- othci-x^'if^ 
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otherwife enemies to the fcripturcs, have 
wanted to give examples of prophet- 
ical prcdidions, they have been fain, to 
feek them among the Jews, 

And I may even affirm to you with 
truth, that if, during five hundred years, . 
the people of God Were without a pro- 
phet, the whole ftate of thofe times was 
prophetical : the work of God was going 
forward, and the ways were infenfibly pre- 
paring for the^ full accomplifhment of the 
ancient oracles. 

The return from the captivity of Baby- 
lon was but a (hadow of the greater and 
more neceffary liberty, which the Meffiah 
\vas to bring to men the captives of fm. 
The people fcattcrcd " in divers places of 
the Upper Afia, Afia Minor, in Egypt, in 
Greece itfelf, began to (hew forth among 
the Gentiles the name and 'glory of the 
God of Ifrael. The fcriptures, which were 
one day to be (he light of the world, were 
put into the language moft known upon> 
earth : their antiquity is acknowledged. 
While the temple is revered, and the fcrip- 
tures fpread abroad among the Gentiles, 
God gives fome idea of their future con- 
verfion, and lays afar off the foundations 
of it. 

What paffeJ even among the Greeks, 

was a kind of preparation to the knowledge 

of the truth. Their phllofophcrs were 

O % fenfible 
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.fenfibic, that the world was ruled by a 
God very different fr-m thofc, whom the 
v:dg.ir adored, i-iii whom they worfliipeJ 
tlicmfolvcs with x\\\^ vulgar. The Greek 
hiftorI;.s cvfncc, that this excellent philofo- 
phy came from the Eaft, and from the 
places where the Jews had been dirperfcd : 
but frojii whatever place it may have come, 
{yj iiiipoitaiit a truth pvopagatcd among the 
Gentiles, however oppofcd, however ill 
followed, even by thofe who taugJit ft, be- 
gan to awaken marjkind, and furnifhed by 
anticipation, certain proofs to thofe, who 
were one day to refcue them from their 
ignorance* 

But as the converflon of the Gentile 
world was a work refervcd for the Mef- 
fiah, and the proper charaftenftic of- his 
coming, error and impiety prevailed over 
dIL The moft enlightened and wifeft na* 
tions, the Chaldeans, Egyptians, Pheni* 
cians, Grecians, and Romans, were the mofr' 
ignorant, and the blindeft in the article of 
religion : fo true it is, that wq muft be 
trained to it by a fpecial graice, and by a 
jftorc than human wifdom ! Who would 
4are to narrate the ceremonies of the im- 
mortal Gods, and their impure myfteries ? 
Their loves, their cruelties, their jealoufies, 
and all their other exceffes were the fub- 
je^l of their fcafts, of their {kcrifices, of 
the hymns that were fimg to them, and of 
^ - the 



yGoogk 



the paintings that were confecrated in their , 
$^naples. Thus wickednefs was worfliip- 
ed, and owned ncfceflaiy to the fervice of 
the Gods. The graveft. of the philofophe^j^PIit. de kfi 
forbids drinking to excefs, if it was not in^'* 
the feafts of Bacchus, and to th^ hononj^ 
of that God, Another, after feverely kfh- Arift. Tiit 
ing all unfeemly images, excepts thofe of Po^t« 
the Gods, who chofe to be honoured by 
fuch indecencies. , One cannot read with- Bamchr vi# 
out aftonifhnient the honours that were to ^^'^^' 
•be paid to Venus, and the proftitutbn»straho lib/ 
that wejre .eftablifhed for her wor&ip.is- 
Greece, as polite and wife as fhe was, had 
received thofe abominable myfteries. Up- 
on prefling emergencies, private perfons 
and public weals devoted courtifans to Ve- Atheir. 
jius 'y and Greece did not blufh to afcribe^- »»»• 
her preffervation to the prayers they put 
up to thsiir goddefs. After the defeat of 
Xerxes and his formidable armies, there 
was placed in the temple a picture, where- 
in were reprefented their vows and procef- 
lions, with this infcription of Simonides, 
the famous poet :. Thefe frayed to the god^ 
' defs Venus^ who for their fake faved Greece. 
If love was of neceffity to be worlbiped,^ 
it fhould at leaft haVe been honourable 
love : but here it was not fo. Solon, who 
could believe it, or expect from fo great a. 
name fo great a fcandal ? Solon, I fay, e-- 
refted at Athens a temple to Veaus the ibid. 
O 3 pryftitute,. 
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proKknte, or unchsifte love. AU Greece 
ivas fiUcd with temples confecrated to tbi» 
goddcfe, and cojijugsJ love had &ot one is 
Ihe whole country. 

Yet they decefted adultery both in men 
and women : the conjugal tie was facred 
mnong tbem* But when they applied 
th^nfelves to -fdigion^ they appeared pof- 
feied with a ftrange fpirity and their natur- 
al light foribok tbeflai. 

Nor did the Roman gravity treat pXv^ 
on any more feriouffly, (eeing it confecrated 
to the honour of the Gods, die impurities 
of the theatre, and the bloody fpeftacles of 
tiie glaiUators, that is, whatever can be 
imagined moft corrupt and barbarous. 
- But I don't know whether the ridiCulout 
Iblltes men blended with religion, bad not 
tir-ftill more pernicious eiFedl, by bringing 
it into fo great contempt. Could people 
preferve the refpeft due to divine things, 
amidft the impertinences that ftufFed the 
fables, whereof the reprefentation or com- 
memoration made fo great a part of the 
divine worlhip ? The whole public fervicc 
was but one continued fcene of profanation, 
or rather a dcrifion of the name of God ^ 
and there muft needs have been fome pow- 
er, an enemy to that facred name,who hav- 
ing defigned to difparage it, prompted 
men to ufe it in fo contemptible things, 
and even to pro^tute it CO fo unworthy 
fubjeO^ .'T» 
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*T« true, the philofophers had at laft 
«onf€ircd, that there was another God than 
^oTe the vidgar worihiped ^ but they durft 
not avow it* On the contrary, Socrate&Xenoph. 
delivered it as a maxim, that every one ^«n>*^»*»«* 
ciiight to ipWovf the religion of his country, ^^**' ^^^ 
Plato his difciple, who faw Greece, and all 
the countries of the world filled with an 
abfurd and fcandalous worfliip, does never- 
thelefs lay it down as a foundation of his 
republic, ** That men are never to make 
** any change in the religion they find efta- 
** bliibed, and that they muft have loft all 
** common fenfe fo much as to think of 
^^' iti" So grave philofophers, and who 
faid fo excellent things concerning the Di- 
vine Nature, did not dare to oppofe the 
public error, and defpaired of being able to 
conquer it. When Socrates was accufed of Apol, Soc. 
denying the Gods the public adored, hc*P"<*Pj[^^'* 
vin^cated himfclf from it, as from a crime j ^^ nllko^ 
and Plato, fpeaking of the God who had »yU 
formed the univerfe, fays, that it is hard to 
find him, and that it is forbidden to declare 
him to the people^ He protefts, that he 
never fpeaks of him but enigmatically, for 
fear of expofing fo great a truth to ridicule. 

In what abyfs was mankind plunged, 
when it could not bear the leaft idea of the 
true God i Athens, the moft polite, and Diog, Unu 
moft learned of all the Grecian cities, took ^' »• Soc. ui,^ 
for athcifts, tbofe who fpoke of intelleaual^^;;'^/^^J^ 

things. 
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things, aiid this was one of the reafons for 
which Socrates was condemned. If fome 
philofophers prefumed to teach, .that ilatues 
were not gods, as the vulgar apprehended, 
they found themfelves obliged tq rqcant this 
doftrine, and even after that were they ban- 
iihed, as profane perfons, by fentence of the 
Areopagus. The whole earth was poffefled 
with the fame error : truth durft not fet 
up ks head. The great God, the Creator 
of the world, had neither temple, nor wor- 
ihip, but in Jerufalem. When the Gentiles 
fent thither their offerings, they did no other 
honour to the God of Ifracl, than that of 
joining him to the other gods, Judea alone 
was acquainted with lus holy and fevere 
jcaloufy, and knew that to divide religion 
between him and otiier gods, was tp de- 
flroy it. , . 

And yet, in the latter days, the Jew* 
themfelves, who knew him, and who were 
the guardians of religion, begun (fo prone 
are men ever to weaken the truth) not to 
forget the God of their fathers, but to min- 
gle in religion fuperftitions unworthy of 
?ofe h A ^^' Under the reign of the Afmoncans„ 
tiq. xiii. 9. ' ^"d ^ the time of Jonathan, the feci o^ the 
Pharifees arofe among the Jews. They 
acquired at firft a great reputation^ by the 
purity of their doctrine, and by their ilri£l 
obfcrvance of the law : add to this, that 
their conduS was mild, though regular, 

and 
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and that they lived in great union among 
thcmfelves. T he. rewards and punifliments w. lib.' il, 
6f the future flbite, which they zealouflyjcMU 
afferted^ gained them much hcnour. 'At*'" '^' 
lad, ambition entered among them. Thty 
tv^Quld needs govern, and accordingly a fltini- 
ed an abfolute power over the people, fet 
tbemfelves up for arbitrators of learning and 
religion, which they infcnfibly perverted t<f 
fuperftitlolis practices, fubfervrent to their 
intereft, and the dominion they wanted tc 
uA^rp over confcicnccs ; sind the true fptrit 
of the law wa« like to be loft. 

To thefe evils was added a greater, pride 
and prefumption 5 but a prefumptbn whfch 
went fo far as to arrogate to itfeJf the gift 
of God.The Jews, accuftomed to his bene- 
fits, and enlightened fo many ages by his 
acquaintance, forgot that his goodnefs alone 
had fet them apart from other natiom, and 
looked upon his favour as their due. Be- 
ing a chofen race, and ever bleffed for two 
thoufand years, they judged t^iemfelves a- 
lone worthy of knowing God, and thdught 
themfelves of a different fpecies from other 
men, whom they faw deprived of the know- 
ledge of him. From this principle, they 
look upon the Gentiles with an infupport* 
able difdain. To be come of Abraham after 
the flefli, feemed to them a diftin<Siion, 
which fet them naturally above all o- 
thers I and puffed up with fo noble an ex* 
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tra&ion> they fancied themfelvcs holy by 
nature, and not by grace : an error, which 
ftill prevaik amongft them. It was the 
Pharifees, who feeking to glorify themfelves 
on their own lights, and on their ftriA ob- 
fervance of the ceremonies of the law, in- 
troduced this opinion towards the latter 
times. As their fole aim was to diftinguiih 
themfelvesfrom other men, they multiplied 
external ufages without number, and de- 
livered 'all their notions, however contrary 
to the law of God, as fo many audientic 
traditions. 

Although thefe fentiments had never 
paflTed by a public decree into tenets of the 
/ynagogue, they infenfibly ftole in amongft 
the people, who became difquiet, turbulent, 
and feditious. At length the divifions, 
which, according to their prophets, were to 
2ech. xi. 6, be the beginning of their forrows, broke 
7> 8/ *«• out on occafion of the quarrels that entered 
into the houfe qf the Afmoneans. It was 
hardly fixty years to Jesus CHRiST,when 
Hyrcanus and Ariftobulus, fons of Alexan- 
der Janneus, fell out about the priefthood, 
Jofeph.AAt.to which the kingdom was annexed. This 
x^.8, xx.i.is the fatal moment, wherein hiftory fixes 
- ^' J" • the firft caufe of the deftru<9don of the Jews. 
Appian.bdi.Pompey, whom the two brothers called to 
^'' ^* be um*pire between them, fubjcfted them 
Liv. iK <• both, at the lame time that he difpoffefleA 
Zecb. XI. S, Andochus, furnamed Afiaticus^ the laft king 
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of Syria.' l^hefe three princes, degraded to- 
gether, and as it were at one blow, were the 
fignal of the decay marked in precife terms 
by the prophet* Zechariah. It is certain 
from hiftory, that this change of affairs in 
Syria and Judea was made at the fame time 
by Pompey, when, after putting an end to 
the Mithridatic war, being about to return 
to Rome, he fettled the affairs of the Eaft. 
The prophet obferved only what concerned 
the defiruftion of the Jews, who, of two 
brothers, whom they had feen both kings, 
faw one, a prifoner, adorn Pompey's tri- 
umph, and the other (the weak Hyrcanus) 
from whom the fame Pompey took, toge- 
ther with his diadem, great part of his do- 
minions, now retain but an empty title of 
authority, which he foon after loft. Then 
it was that the Jews were made tributary to 
the Romans; and the ruin of Syria brought 
on theirs, becaufe that great kingdom, re- 
duced into a province in their neighbour- 
hood, fo greatly augmented there tHe Ro- 
man power, that diere was no more fafety 
but in obeying them. The governors of Sy- 
ria made continual attempts upon Judea ; 
the Romans rendered themfelves abfolute 
mafters there, and weakened its government 
in many refpefts. By them, in fine, the 
kingdom of Judah pafled from the hands of 
the Afmoneans, to whom it had fubmitted, 
into thofe of Herod,, a fol*eigner and Idu- 

mean* 
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mean* The cruel and ambitious policy of 
that king, who profefled only in appearance 
the Jewiih religion, altered the maxims of 
the ancient government. They are no long- 
er thofe Jews, maftcrs of tlitir own fate un- 
der the vaft empire of tlie Perfians and firft 
. Seleucidae, when the only thing required of 
them was to live in peace. Herod, wh<» 
keeps them almoft enflaved under his go- 
vernment, puts evt ry thing in diforder ; con- 
founds at his pleafure the fuccefiion of the 
priefts J weakens the pontificate, which he 
renders arbitrary ; enervates the authority 
of the council of the nation, which can no 
longer do any thing: the whole public pow- 
er paiTes into the hands of Her^d, jwid of the 
Romans, whofe flave he is, and he fhakes the 
foundations of the Jewifli commonwealth. 

The Pharifees, and the people, who were 
entirely led by their fentiments, bore this 
ftate with the utmoft impatience. The more 
they felt themfelves galled by the yoke of 
the Gentiles, the greater contempt and hat- 
red did they conceive for them. They were 
no more for any MefSah, 'who (hould not 
be a warriour, and formidable to the powers 
that enthralled them. Thus forgetting all 
the prophecies, which told theni fo exprefs- 
ly of his humiliations, they had no longer 
either eyes or ears, but for thofe which 
announced them triumphs, though very 
diflFercnt from thofe they defired. 

End of the Fjrst Volume.><^ 
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